
Lesson 1



Draw a family



LO:  All: to be able to describe different types of family in the UK.  Most:  To identify legal 
changes that have enabled change  Some:  To explain the impact of the changes

What assumptions are being made in this picture?



‘The family is a social group characterised by common 
residence, economic co-operation and reproduction.  
It includes adults of both sexes, at least two of who 
maintian a socially approved sexual relationship, and 
one or more children, own or adopted of the sexually 
co-habiting adults’

George Murdoch

Murdoch was arguing that the nuclear family was the basis of all 
family units in all cultures (even if in many societies they might 
include other relatives, i.e. extended family, or that in some 
place polygyny is accepted).  

Can you think of any examples to support or 
oppose Murdoch’s argument?



FAMILY DIVERSITY



Changes in the family reflect wider changes in society.  In the past, the family was stable, nuclear 
and roles were largely traditional with men going out to work and women caring for the 
children.  Ideas about the family were based on religious and traditional ideas, in contrast to 
this, in the postmodern era, the family became far more fluid and flexible and based on 
individualism.  
Sort the statements below into the correct column of the table.

LO:  All: to be able to describe different types of family in the UK.  Most:  To identify legal 
changes that have enabled change  Some:  To explain the impact of the changes

Grandparents:  less involved in grandchildren’s 
lives.   Less able in old age.



Changes in the family reflect wider changes in society in the past, the family was stable, nuclear 
and roles were largely traditional with men going out to work and women caring for the 
children.  Ideas about the family were based on religious and traditional ideas, in contrast to 
this, in the postmodern era, the family became far more fluid and flexible and based on 
individualism.  
Sort the statements below into the correct column of the table.

LO:  All: to be able to describe different types of family in the UK.  Most:  To identify legal 
changes that have enabled change  Some:  To explain the impact of the changes



The ideology of the nuclear family



What is the family 
for?

LO:  All: To identify the key features of sociological theories  Most: To consider theoretical 
explanations of the role of the family  Some:  To understand the functionalist explanation of the 

role of the family. 



An introduction to the ideology of the nuclear family 

An ideology is a set of ideas. Ideology about the family has shifted from traditional ideas about 
the dominance of the traditional nuclear family to the emergence of a more complex set of 
ideas about the family and relationships. The emergence of the traditional nuclear family 
occurred within the context of several huge changes in society, which sociologists sought to 
explain. These explanations of change are known as social theories. 

LO:  All: To identify the key features of sociological theories  Most: To consider theoretical 
explanations of the role of the family  Some:  To understand the functionalist explanation of the 

role of the family. 



What is the family 
for?

LO:  All: To identify the key features of sociological theories  Most: To consider theoretical 
explanations of the role of the family  Some:  To understand the functionalist explanation of the 

role of the family. 

Marxist?



What is the family 
for?

LO:  All: To identify the key features of sociological theories  Most: To consider theoretical 
explanations of the role of the family  Some:  To understand the functionalist explanation of the 

role of the family. 

Functionalist?



What is the family 
for?

LO:  All: To identify the key features of sociological theories  Most: To consider theoretical 
explanations of the role of the family  Some:  To understand the functionalist explanation of the 

role of the family. 

Feminist?



What is the family 
for?

LO:  All: To identify the key features of sociological theories  Most: To consider theoretical 
explanations of the role of the family  Some:  To understand the functionalist explanation of the 

role of the family. 

Post Modernist?



The Role and Purpose of the Family:  The 
functionalist approach

1. Explain Murdoch’s 4 
functions of the family.

2. Does this fit with family 
life today?  Why not?  
Refer to Murdoch’s views 
on family as the 
“universal institution”.

3. What is Parson’s response 
to this?

4. Explain the criticisms of 
the work of Murdoch and 
Parsons

5. Explain, with examples, 
what is meant by the “fit” 
between family type and 
society.

6. Explain what is meant by 
the “instrumental” and 
“expressive” needs of 
society

7. What are the criticisms of 
this?

LO:  To identify the Functionalist view on what the role and purpose of the family is.  To explain 
the Functionalist view of the family.  To evaluate the functionalist view of the family.



The Role and Purpose of the Family:  The 
functionalist approach

1. Read the information about the functionalist approach in 
your handout

2. Match the correct answers to the questions, then stick 
them down in the correct order.

LO:  To identify the Functionalist view on what the role and purpose of the family is.  To explain 
the Functionalist view of the family.  To evaluate the functionalist view of the family.



Q:  Why did the nuclear family evolve?

A:  The nuclear family evolved to meet the needs of 
men; by reducing women to unpaid workers as 
housewives and mothers.  Men retained cultural 
and political power and this allows women to be 
exploited.

?



Q:  Why did the nuclear family evolve?

A:  The nuclear family evolved to meet the needs of 
the capitalist class, by making them isolated and 
promoting the idea of families being a unit of 
consumption.



Q:  Why did the nuclear family evolve?

A:  As society became more industrialised it needed a 
more mobile workforce.  A smaller family, with 
specialised roles, made this possible.  The nuclear 
family evolved to meet the needs of this new 
industrialised society.



Q:  What do functionalist sociologists mean by ‘functional pre-
requisites’ of society?

A:  These are the basic needs of society.  These needs must be met 
if society is to successfully continue.  For example a successful 
society is underpinned by social order and economic stability.



Q:  What should social institutions, such as the family do to meet 
the ‘functional pre-requisites’ (i.e. Needs of society)?

A:  Society needs to

i) transmit norms and values of society to create a value consensus

ii) teach skills needed for effective economy

iii)  allocate people to family / occupational roles that make the 
best use of their talents



Q: What did Murdock identify as the four main functions of the 
universal family?

A:  

i) Reproductive (producing children)

ii) Sexual –to create bond between couples

iii)  Educational – to pass on culture

iv) Economic – to work together to provide for the family



Q: One of the key functions of the family, 
according to functionalists, is the PRIMARY 

SOCIALISATION OF CHILDREN.  How does Parsons 
explain this?

A:  

i)  Nuclear families are ‘personality factories’ = they churn out 
young citizens committed to the norms and values of their society

ii)  Mothers play an important role.  They are the EXPRESSIVE 
LEADERS, who are biologically suited to looking after children.



Q: Another key functions of the family, according to functionalists, is 
the STABILIZATION OF THE ADULT PERSONALITY.  What do Steel and 

Kidd say about this?

A:  

This occurs because the family provides a loving and stable 
environment where adults can be themselves and be relieved from 
stress, whilst at the same time gaining a sense of stability and 
responsibility.



Q: How are the views of Steel and Kidd (on the stabilization of the 
adult personality) sometimes referred to?

A:  

The “Warm bath theory”.  As it claims that the family is like a warm 
bath relieving the stresses and strains of modern day living.



Q: Another key function of the family, according to functionalists, is 
GENDER ROLE SOCIALISATION.  What does Chapman say about this?

A:  

That boys and girls are socialised by the family into behaving in a 
way that is gendered and socially acceptable.  I.e.  Boys play in ways 
that reflect the role of breadwinner e.g. Building, whereas girls play 
at doing things associated with being homemakers e.g. Dollies.



Q: Another key function of the family, according to functionalists, is 
SOCIAL CONTROL.  How does Murdock explain this?

A:  

Families are the moral centre of society and teach children the 
boundaries of what is right and wrong through informal control e.g. 
Positive and negative sanctions (rewards and punishments).



Q: Another key function of the family, according to functionalists, is 
the passing on of SOCIAL STATUS - why is this?

A:  

Being born into a family results in a person gaining a number of 
ascribed statuses (i.e. On basis of age, gender, birth order, 
ethinicity, religion and social class).

Also affects quality of opportunities – e.g. Through the cultural and 
economic support that parents offer.



Q: Another key function of the family, according to functionalists, is 
the economic function of CONSUMPTION.  What does Sclater say 

about this?

A:  

Families have changed from being producers of goods, they have 
now become units of consumption of goods.  The family is the main 
market for goods, and family income is largely spent on things for 
the family.



Q: Another key function of the family, according to functionalists, is 
RECREATION AND LEISURE.  What do Evans and Chandler say about 

this.

A:  

They note that modern homes are the centre for recreation and 
leisure and that this is becoming more and more the case.  
Children’s bedrooms are often furnished with technological and 
media entertainment.



Q: Another key function of the family, according to functionalists, is 
to do with PROTECTION AND WELFARE.  How is this explained?

A:  

Children are protected and provided for by the family (although 
this depends very much on the socio-economic status of the 
family).

Also the family looks after their own sick and elderly therefore 
protecting vulnerable members of society.



Criticisms of the Functionalist view:
Explain each criticism of the Functionalist view of the family

For each point you make, be clear about exactly what is being criticised.

Who? Criticism What specifically is being 
criticised?

LO:  All: To identify the key features of sociological theories  Most: To consider theoretical 
explanations of the role of the family  Some:  To understand the functionalist explanation of the 

role of the family. 



LO:  All: To identify theoretical responses to the role of the family  Most:  Explain how the other 
theoretical perspectives agree and disagree with functionalist views.  Some:  Be able to apply 

theory to questions about changes to the family.

Marxists take a conflict view of the family, arguing that it functions to maintain and reinforce 
capitalist society. Capitalism is the type of society that we live in today. It is based on the 
ownership of private property and the nuclear family reinforces capitalist ideology and keeps 
people in their class positions, either working class or middle class. The nuclear family does this 
through preventing children and adults from questioning the unfairness of the system and 
providing a place where the frustrations with the system can be vented. 

Marxist View on the Role of the Family

How does the Marxist view support Functionalist theory? 



LO:  All: To identify theoretical responses to the role of the family  Most:  Explain how the other 
theoretical perspectives agree and disagree with functionalist views.  Some:  Be able to apply 

theory to questions about changes to the family.

Marxists take a conflict view of the family, arguing that it functions to maintain and reinforce 
capitalist society. Capitalism is the type of society that we live in today. It is based on the 
ownership of private property and the nuclear family reinforces capitalist ideology and keeps 
people in their class positions, either working class or middle class. The nuclear family does this 
through preventing children and adults from questioning the unfairness of the system and 
providing a place where the frustrations with the system can be vented. 

Marxist View on the Role of the Family

How does the Marxist view challenge Functionalist theory? 



LO:  All: To identify theoretical responses to the role of the family  Most:  Explain how the other 
theoretical perspectives agree and disagree with functionalist views.  Some:  Be able to apply 

theory to questions about changes to the family.

Read through the information on your theoretical view.  In your groups decide how they might 
respond to each question.  Answer the questions on your sheet.  
Each person in the group must be ready to explain the responses.

Theoretical Views on the Role of the Family



LO:  All: To identify theoretical responses to the role of the family  Most:  Explain how the other 
theoretical perspectives agree and disagree with functionalist views.  Some:  Be able to apply 

theory to questions about changes to the family.

Role play activity 
Discuss the following issues from the perspective of that social theory. What is the cause of each 
change or issue? What solutions or suggestions might each theory offer? 
• High divorce rates 
• Antisocial behaviour (such as the cause of the riots that took place in the UK in 2011) 
• Women choosing not to have children 
• Increase in same sex families 
• Domestic violence within the family. 

Theoretical Views on the Role of the Family



The New Right regard the nuclear family as the ideal family form. They argue that traditional roles and relationships provide positive 
socialisation for children who have clear role model. Within the family, New Right thinkers argue that the mother should take the 
caregiving expressive role while the father should take the instrumental or breadwinning role. The New Right are critical of 
alternatives to the nuclear family and express strong concerns with the breakdown of traditional family life, seeing it as leading to 

problems in wider society such as an increase in antisocial behaviour and crime.   ALSO READ PAGES 81-83 OF TEXTBOOK

Discuss the following issues from the perspective of that social theory. What is the cause of each change or issue? What solutions or 
suggestions might each theory offer? 
• High divorce rates 

• Antisocial behaviour (such as the cause of the riots that took place in the UK in 2011) 

• Women choosing not to have children 

• Increase in same sex families 

• Domestic violence within the family. 

New Right View on the Role of the Family



Marxists take a conflict view of the family, arguing that it functions to maintain and reinforce capitalist society. Capitalism is the type 
of society that we live in today. It is based on the ownership of private property and the nuclear family reinforces capitalist ideology 
and keeps people in their class positions, either working class or middle class. The nuclear family does this through preventing
children and adults from questioning the unfairness of the system and providing a place where the frustrations with the system can 
be vented.   ALSO READ PAGE 84 OF THE TEXTBOOK

Discuss the following issues from the perspective of that social theory. What is the cause of each change or issue? What solutions or 
suggestions might each theory offer? 
• High divorce rates 

• Antisocial behaviour (such as the cause of the riots that took place in the UK in 2011) 

• Women choosing not to have children 

• Increase in same sex families 

• Domestic violence within the family. 

Marxist View on the Role of the Family



Feminists regard the nuclear family as the key site for the reproduction of gender inequalities, reflecting patriarchal ideology. There 
are various forms of feminism, however feminists share the view that the family is oppressive and damaging for women who end up 
taking responsibility for domestic work and the mundane jobs and at the same time having less power than their male counterparts. 
Feminists are in favour of family diversity as they regard new forms of relationships as providing women with a chance to negotiate 

their roles and relationships in a more egalitarian way.   ALSO READ PAGES 85-88

Discuss the following issues from the perspective of that social theory. What is the cause of each change or issue? What solutions or 
suggestions might each theory offer? 
• High divorce rates 

• Antisocial behaviour (such as the cause of the riots that took place in the UK in 2011) 

• Women choosing not to have children 

• Increase in same sex families 

• Domestic violence within the family. 

Feminist View on the Role of the Family



Individualisation theory argues that as a result of high modernity, there are no longer fixed roles or identities.  Therefore
there is no longer a necessity to live in nuclear families. In our current society we constantly make choices about how we 
choose to live.  (And page 88-89)
Discuss the following issues from the perspective of that social theory. What is the cause of each change or issue? What solutions or 
suggestions might each theory offer? 
• High divorce rates 

• Antisocial behaviour (such as the cause of the riots that took place in the UK in 2011) 

• Women choosing not to have children 

• Increase in same sex families 

• Domestic violence within the family. 

Individualisation Theory on the Role of the Family



Postmodernists focus on post industrial society and argue that there is no such thing as ‘the family’ today. Instead, people can make 
a range of decisions about the kinds of relationships and family structures which they prefer as individuals. They claim that there is 
less social pressure on people to conform to expected norms of what is considered appropriate or acceptable. Postmodernists do not 
regard the family today as positive or negative, rather, they reflect on some of the changes that have occurred. Some postmodernists 
reflect on the changes and argue that greater choice and individualism has resulted in greater risk or instability within the family.  
ALSO PAGES 89-90 OF TEXTBOOK
Discuss the following issues from the perspective of that social theory. What is the cause of each change or issue? What solutions or
suggestions might each theory offer? 
• High divorce rates 

• Antisocial behaviour (such as the cause of the riots that took place in the UK in 2011) 

• Women choosing not to have children 

• Increase in same sex families 

• Domestic violence within the family. 

Postmodernist View on the Role of the Family



Exam question:

• Assess the view that the nuclear family is the ideal family



The quality of your 
written 

communication will be 
assessed.

Question 6: Assess the view that ….. 
24 marks AO1: 8 marks, AO2: 8 marks, AO3 8 marks

Intro – define any key terms in the question e.g. primary socialisation

Main body: (At least) 3 x PEEL +  3 x Evaluation (PEEL) Paragraphs

Conclusion:  Overall, how far does the evidence support the view.

Timing:  24 minutes 15

PEELs should focus on THEORIES



Question 6: Assess the 
view that ….. 

16



Youth subculture is a small group within a culture, which shares norms and values that are different to the majority culture. Social class is a 
system of stratification whereby it places people into a position in the hierarchical order.

Marxists sociologists Fyvel, and Hall and Jefferson agues that youth culture is based on class as the working classes form them to resist 
capitalism.  For example the teddy boys are working class boys that have come together due to the destruction of their communities and feel 
that their job opportunities were threatened by the ethnic minority that has increased in population.  As a result they imitated the middle and 
upper classes by wearing Edwardian style clothing, heavy soled shoes and a duck tail hairstyle.  

On the other hand Feminist Jackson disagreed with this and states that youth subculture in formed in relation to gender.  Ladettes were a group 
of girls with anti-school values (anti-school subcultures) that did not do well in class as they were disruptive, showed up late to classes and did 
not show any hegemonic feminine values.  This shows that youth subcultures can be based on gender due to resistance to the patriarchy.

Marxists Clarke and Brake talk about how skinhead cultures were formed due to reinforcing their working class identity.  Skinheads wore Doc 
Martins and Ben Sherman shirts to signify that they had a steady income and were the breadwinner although they were unemployed. They had 
characteristics of being territorial and excluded people who did not come from working class backgrounds, showing that social class was an 
important factor in the development of subculture.

On the other hand sociologists such as Suranandan disagrees with this and states that youth cultures is based on the reaction to racism.  The 
Afro Caribbean boys turned inwards due to racism by the majority and instead focused on their own ethnic identity.  They created groups such as 
Rastafarians which were characterised by people wearing red, gold and green cloths, smoking cannabis and having dreadlocked hair, showing 
that ethnicity and reactions to racism were more important than class.  

Youth subcultures are based n social class according to Marxists Cohen and Hebalidge who studied mods.  Mods were characterised by loving to 
dance and party.   They imitated upper class clothing to look smarter.  They had disposable income according to Abrahams due to ‘affluence to 
responsibility’ whereby their mums had jobs, so they would spend their money on their own.  They also had scooters.  This shows that Youth 
subculture is based on socials class as a key characteristic of the mods are resistance to capitalism and imitating upper class clothing.  

On the other hand Postmodernist sociologist Thornton believes that youth subcultures does not exists however neo tribes did. He studied ravers 
and found that youth subculture was based on shared values and hobbies that members have subcultural capital in which increased their status 
of the things that were considered right for that subculture.  This is supported by Borden who s
studied ravers in which they gain statues by ability to create their subcultural style.  

Model answers:  PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE RESPONSES ARE FROM THE YOUTH SECTION OF 
THE PAPER – the content IS accurate. 
Assess the view that most youth subcultures are based on social class (24)



Family diversity
Are all families the same?

Consider the ways in which the 
family can be different

LO:  All: to be able to describe different types of family in the UK.  Most:  To identify legal 
changes that have enabled change  Some:  To explain the impact of the changes



Family diversity
Rapoport and Rapoport (1982) (The Rapoports) identify five types of family diversity:

Organisational diversity – which is due to different patterns of work outside and inside the home, and to changing marital 
trends. This category includes ‘reconstituted families’ as a result of divorce and remarriage, and dual career families, some 
of which have resulted in a greater democratisation of domestic labour.

Cultural diversity– which accounts for much family diversity from the indigenous population to migrant households from 
diverse regions such as Western Europe, Southern Europe, Middle Eastern and many groups from East and Southeast Asia 
bring with them aspects of family and household composition.

Social class diversity – which is demonstrated in the material resources of families, the relationships between couples and 
between parents and their children, and the socialisation and education of children.

Life cycle diversity – which exists between families whose members are from different historical periods.  The impact of the 
Depression and the experience of war were defining influences for many Australian parents of the baby boomer generation. 
Baby boomers, in their turn, have tended to rear their children differently because of the greater economic prosperity and 
rapidly changing social morés of the 1960s and 1970s.

Family life course diversity – which refers to the difference that occurs when a family has a baby, when the children reach 
their teens, and finally when (or, increasingly, if) they leave home. At each of these stages, families have different priorities, 
and may organise themselves in terms of work and domestic labour, rather differently than at other times. (Bernardes
1997: 11–12)

LO:  All: to be able to describe different types of family in the UK.  Most:  To identify legal 
changes that have enabled change  Some:  To explain the impact of the changes



Nuclear family:

Household:

What other types of family / household are there in the UK?
For each identify:  Structure, Roles:, Relationships – use pages 50-52 to help you

LO:  All: to be able to describe different types of family in the UK.  Most:  To identify legal 
changes that have enabled change  Some:  To explain the impact of the changes



LO:  All: to be able to describe different types of family in the UK.  Most:  To identify legal 
changes that have enabled change  Some:  To explain the impact of the changes

Reason for change

You need to be able to explain reasons why families have changed.

We will study 3 reasons:

1. Social policy – i.e. things that the government 

2. Second wave feminism

3. Secularisation – i.e. the decline in the importance of religion

4. Individualisation – changing expectations of relationships 





HW:  Find out the dates for each of the legal changes.  Add to description.  Then explain what you think the effects are.

Reason for change:  Changes to social policy



LO:  All: to be able to describe the difference between a family and a household.  Most:  to explain why 
there were changes to the family  Some:  To explain the theoretical responses to family diversity

Reason for change:  Changes to social policy

1. Read through the text on your worksheet.  Use the key words at the bottom to complete the 
paragraphs.

2. One of the big reasons for changes in attitudes was as a result of second wave feminism.  
Produce a fact sheet on second wave feminism. 



In the earlier part of the 1900’s, women were effectively squeezed out of the _________, and made responsible for the care of children while 

men earned the____________. During the Second World War, women were seen as a ______________________ ; they were used to work in

factories and in other positions to support the war effort. However, women found themselves back in the home in the_______, when the 

ideology of the housewife role was at its height. This set of ideas encouraged women to see themselves as caregivers whose priorities were in 

the home, known as the _____________. The man continued to be considered as the primary breadwinner, supporting the family financially, 

known as the ____________________. 

It was not until the 1960’s when there was a shift in social attitudes towards relationships and gender. This was partly due to the second wave of 

_________, which resulted in greater legal rights for women as well as changes to the way women perceived roles and relationships in the family 

and beyond. 

For the past 30 years, men and women have begun to have ___________________ of relationships, for example, expecting marriage to be based 

on ____________________rather than practical arrangements alone. _______________ became more of a norm, which means to have one 

faithful relationship after another. Divorce __________as women in particular felt less obliged to stay in unhappy, oppressive relationships. This 

is reflected by the fact that two thirds of divorces are petitioned by women. This coincided with the fact that women were participating in 

___________ at a much higher rate. 

At the same time, children’s rights were expanding and families were becoming smaller. This reflects _______________ society where children 

are valued and listened to. This is due to the fact that parents have much closer relationships with their parents. Also, childhood takes place over 

a much longer period today. 

The increasing focus on individual fulfilment has led to the search for emotional fulfilment. There is less pressure on people to conform to 

__________________ which were previously upheld by ________, the state and other institutions. Today there is a greater tolerance towards 

_______________, for example. This represents a significant shift away from the recent past. For example, it was not until 1967 that 

homosexuality was decriminalised. 

work place child centred religion 1950’s
increased Same sex relationships feminism expressive role 
Serial monogamy higher expectations instrumental role emotional intimacy 
Reserve army of labour family wage paid labour traditional family values 

Reason for change:  Changes to social policy



In the earlier part of the 1900’s, women were effectively squeezed out of the workplace, and made responsible for the care of children while 

men earned the family wage. During the Second World War, women were seen as a reserve army of labour ; they were used to work in factories 

and in other positions to support the war effort. However, women found themselves back in the home in the1950s, when the ideology of the 

housewife role was at its height. This set of ideas encouraged women to see themselves as caregivers whose priorities were in the home, known 

as the expressive role The man continued to be considered as the primary breadwinner, supporting the family financially, known as the 

instrumental role. 

It was not until the 1960’s when there was a shift in social attitudes towards relationships and gender. This was partly due to the second wave of 

feminism, which resulted in greater legal rights for women as well as changes to the way women perceived roles and relationships in the family 

and beyond. 

For the past 30 years, men and women have begun to have higher expectations of relationships, for example, expecting marriage to be based on 

emotional intimacy rather than practical arrangements alone. Serial monogamy became more of a norm, which means to have one faithful 

relationship after another. Divorce increased as women in particular felt less obliged to stay in unhappy, oppressive relationships. This is reflected 

by the fact that two thirds of divorces are petitioned by women. This coincided with the fact that women were participating in paid labour at a 

much higher rate. 

At the same time, children’s rights were expanding and families were becoming smaller. This reflects child centred society where children are 

valued and listened to. This is due to the fact that parents have much closer relationships with their parents. Also, childhood takes place over a 

much longer period today. 

The increasing focus on individual fulfilment has led to the search for emotional fulfilment. There is less pressure on people to conform to 

traditional family values which were previously upheld by religion, the state and other institutions. Today there is a greater tolerance towards 

same sex relationships, for example. This represents a significant shift away from the recent past. For example, it was not until 1967 that 

homosexuality was decriminalised. 

work place child centred religion 1950’s
increased Same sex relationships feminism expressive role 
Serial monogamy higher expectations instrumental role emotional intimacy 
Reserve army of labour family wage paid labour traditional family values 

Reason for change:  Changes to social policy



Lesson 2



LO: All:  To identify the impact changes have had on the family  Most:  To explain sociologists 
responses to changes in the family 

How has government policy had an impact on Family 
structure?



LO: All:  To identify the impact changes have had on the family  Most:  To explain sociologists 
responses to changes in the family 

New Family Types:  Beanpole families

1. Describe beanpole families.

2. Name two reasons for the increase in beanpole families. 

3. What are the problems with the effect of beanpole families on children? 

4. What is the sandwich generation? 

5. What are boomerang children? 

6. Why are beanpole families more damaging to women potentially? 



LO: All:  To identify the impact changes have had on the family  Most:  To explain sociologists 
responses to changes in the family 

New Family Types:  LAT

• Read the Guardian article and watch the video
1. Explain what a LAT is
2. Explain why LAT families have increased (make reference to 

individualisation (Beck) and changes to roles of women in 
your answer)

https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/shortcuts/2020/jan/07/couples-living-apart-together-secret-to-happy-relationship
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bcIw6HdFnTE


LO:  To find out about the criticisms of the functionalist view of the family.  Identify ways in 
which families have changed / stayed the same in Britain in the 1980s and 1990s.    

How have families changed?

McGlone et al studied changes raised by the Social Attitudes Surveys of 1986 and 1995.  They 
suggested a number of changes that might affect family life.  

Brainstorm the impact each might have on the family

1. a rising proportion of elderly people in the population 
2. increasing levels of divorce
3. increasing levels of cohabitation
4. increasing levels of lone parenthood / births outside marriage
5. decline in male unskilled jobs / rise in female employment
6. some young people staying reliant on families for longer



a rising proportion of 
elderly people in the 
population 

increasing levels of 
divorce

Increased cohabitation

•Increasing levels of   
lone parenthood

decline in male unskilled 
jobs / rise in female 
employment

Some young people 
staying reliant of 

families for longer



Lesson 3



Class diversity

Working class Middle class Upper class

Family structure

Child rearing

Conjugal roles

Culture

LO:  All:  To identify what is meant by sexual / cultural / class diversity  Most: To explain how 
families display sexual / cultural / class identity.  Some:  To explain how secularisation might 

have had an impact on family structure

Using the information provided (photocopy from old textbook page 138) and the study 
on page 74, complete the table showing class diversity.  Include key sociologists and 
concepts in your table.

Read the information on page 73 of the textbook

Explain how Marxists say that the family leads to class reproduction.



Sexual diversity
Use the information provided (p 138-139):

1. Explain what Weeks means by ‘chosen families’.

2. What has facilitated sexually diverse families?

3. Explain the findings of Roseneil and Budgen

Using page 77 of your textbook

4.     Explain Calhoun’s feminist response to sexual diversity

5.      What proportion of couples were same sex couples in the UK?  

LO:  All:  To identify what is meant by sexual / cultural / class diversity  Most: To explain how 
families display sexual / cultural / class identity.  Some:  To explain how secularisation might 

have had an impact on family structure



Cultural diversity

Read the items in the activity on page 76.

Discuss the answers to each question with 
your partner.

LO:  All:  To identify what is meant by sexual / cultural / class diversity  Most: To explain how 
families display sexual / cultural / class identity.  Some:  To explain how secularisation might 

have had an impact on family structure



Cultural diversity

Read pages 74-75 of your textbook.

Create a mindmap to show the evidence that families 
differ between cultures.  

Ensure you clearly show where there are key concepts, 
sociologists or theorists.

LO:  All:  To identify what is meant by sexual / cultural / class diversity  Most: To explain how 
families display sexual / cultural / class identity.  Some:  To explain how secularisation might 

have had an impact on family structure



Identify and explain two ways in 
which family life may differ 

according to ethnicity



COMPONENT 1 SECTION B: Families and Relationships

The quality of your 
written 

communication will be 
assessed.

Point:  First sentence must always clearly identify the reason you will be discussing i.e. 
“One reason for … is …”

Evidence and Explanation:  Explain how you know.  Make sure that you include  

SOCIOLOGICAL evidence to support your assertion.  i.e. study, theory –

explain it using sociological concepts, contemporary example etc.
Link:  Link every point back to the question.  Use the exact wording of the question i.e. 

“This shows that …”

Question 4: Outline two …………… for …. and illustrate your answer 
with examples. 
12 marks (AO1 = 8 marks, AO2 = 4 marks)

Timing:  12 minutes12



Question 4: Outline two reasons for …. and illustrate your 
answer with examples. 



13

Commentary:  This answer shows excellent knowledge and understanding and has two clear and detailed reasons.  
It is logically structured and the material presented is relevant.  The material applied is accurate and related to the 
question.
How the answer could be improved - The first point is more developed than the first, for the second point more 
sociological theory could be added such as the work of Beck and Beck-Gernsheim.



LO:  All:  To identify what is meant by sexual / cultural / class diversity  Most: To explain how 
families display sexual / cultural / class identity.

Using the diagram above:
1. Explain what impact secularisation might have on family structure
2. Explain why this might have a different impact depending on ethnic background

2013 
172,254 
civil 
ceremony 
marriages 
(non-
religious) 
were 
conducted 
accounting 
for 72% of 
marriages.

Bryan Wilson (1966)

Reason for change:  
Secularisation



LO:  All:  To identify what is meant by sexual / cultural / class diversity  Most: To explain how 
families display sexual / cultural / class identity.

Reason for change:  Individualisation



LO:  All:  To identify what is meant by sexual / cultural / class diversity  Most: To explain how 
families display sexual / cultural / class identity.

Reason for change:  Individualisation

Read Giddens study on page 89 – Reflexive Modernisation

• Explain what is meant by reflexivity
• Explain what is meant by confluent love
• Explain how this is different to traditional relationships
• Explain why this might contribute to changing family structures



Lesson 4 Research and presentation



LO:  ALL will define demography.  MOST should identify and explain demographic changes in 
the UK.  SOME could describe the difference explanations for this.   

Trends and changes to the 
family

You will investigate 2 areas of changes 
to the family

- Changes to family structure
- Demographic changes



What is demography? 

In your pairs spend 30seconds discussing what 
demography is. 

LO:  ALL will define demography.  MOST should identify and explain demographic changes in 
the UK.  SOME could describe the difference explanations for this.   

Demography is numbers of births, deaths, net migration (how many people leave / enter the 
country).

The study of demography focuses on how these factors will affect the size, sex and age 
structure of the population.

You need to record the definition of demography in your glossary. 



Trends and changes to the family

Task:  To gain a picture of the key changes to the family up to 
the present day

Research one of these changes and produce a PowerPoint 
presentation for your group.  

Presentation should include; 

• what has changed

• at least 2 reasons why there has been change

• Impact of change

You must also have a handout summarising your findings.  Your 
handout must be typed (not handwritten) and is limited to one 
side of A4.

ALL THE INFORMATION 
YOU NEED IS IN 
YOUR TEXTBOOK

MAKE SURE YOU FULLY 
EXPLAIN REASONS

PROVIDE EVIDENCE TO 
BACK UP YOUR 
POINTS 

You must have your 
PowerPoint on memory 
stick and handouts printed 
out.  YOU WILL NOT BE 
ABLE TO PRINT IN THE 
ACCESS YOUR AREA

LO:  All to be able to describe the difference between a family and a household.  To be able to 
explain different types of family in the UK

Changes to family structure Demographic changes

Trends in marriage
Trends in cohabitation
Single person families
Trends in divorce

Birth and fertility rates
Family size
Births outside marriage
Age of marriage / childbearing
Ageing population



Identify and explain two…

4 Outline two reasons for the increase in non-family households and illustrate your answer with 
examples. [12]* 

4* Outline two possible consequences of an ageing population. Illustrate your answer with 
examples. [12] 

4 Identify and explain TWO reasons for the growth in one parent families in the last 20 years

4 Identify and explain two ways that demographic changes have an impact on family life



COMPONENT 1 SECTION B: Families and Relationships

The quality of your 
written 

communication will be 
assessed.

Point:  First sentence must always clearly identify the reason you will be discussing i.e. 
“One reason for … is …”

Evidence and Explanation:  Explain how you know.  Make sure that you include  

SOCIOLOGICAL evidence to support your assertion.  i.e. study, theory –

explain it using sociological concepts, contemporary example etc.
Link:  Link every point back to the question.  Use the exact wording of the question i.e. 

“This shows that …”

Question 4: Outline two …………… for …. and illustrate your answer 
with examples. 
12 marks (AO1 = 8 marks, AO2 = 4 marks)

Timing:  12 minutes12



Question 4: Outline two reasons for …. and illustrate your 
answer with examples. 



13

Commentary:  This answer shows excellent knowledge and understanding and has two clear and detailed reasons.  
It is logically structured and the material presented is relevant.  The material applied is accurate and related to the 
question.
How the answer could be improved - The first point is more developed than the first, for the second point more 
sociological theory could be added such as the work of Beck and Beck-Gernsheim.



Read the information on the other theoretical 
perspectives (p 78 – 91)

For each make notes on: 

Key writers

Key concepts

Views on the nuclear family

Views on family diversity

Evaluative points (positive and critical points).

LO:  All: To identify theoretical responses to the role of the family  Most:  Explain how the other 
theoretical perspectives agree and disagree with functionalist views.  Some:  Be able to apply 

theory to questions about changes to the family.



Make notes on:
Key writers
Key concepts
Views on nuclear family
Views on family 
diversity
Roles in the family
Evaluation

Functionalism



New Right
Make notes on:
Key writers
Key concepts
Views on nuclear family
Views on family 
diversity
Roles in the family
Evaluation



Marxism
Make notes on:
Key writers
Key concepts
Views on nuclear family
Views on family 
diversity
Roles in the family
Evaluation



Feminism
Make notes on:
Key writers
Key concepts
Views on nuclear family
Views on family 
diversity
Roles in the family
Evaluation



Individualisation theories
Make notes on:
Key writers
Key concepts
Views on nuclear family
Views on family 
diversity
Roles in the family
Evaluation



Postmodernism
Make notes on:
Key writers
Key concepts
Views on nuclear family
Views on family 
diversity
Roles in the family
Evaluation



Contemporary views on family 
diversity

1.Identify criticisms of diversity
2.Identify strengths of diversity
3.Explain why, despite increased diversity, Feminists 

suggest that patriarchy still dominates family types
4.Explain the argument that the nuclear family 

remains the dominant family type.  Refer to Chester, 
Somerville, Gittens and Leach (Cereal Packet Family) 
in your response.

5.Explain what Carol Smart means by ‘personal life’.



5* Explain and briefly evaluate the 
view that extended families have 

disappeared from the 
contemporary UK. [16] 



The quality of your 
written 

communication will be 
assessed.

Question 5: Explain and briefly evaluate the view that …

16 marks (AO1: 8 marks, AO2: 4 marks, AO3 4 marks)

Intro – define any key terms in the question 
e.g. primary socialisation

Main body:

Explain all the evidence that supports the 

view.  Write 2 PEEL paragraphs.  Each PEEL –

ONE theory/study explained fully.

Write 1 evaluation paragraph – ONE study 

fully explained in relation to the question

Conclusion:  Overall, how far does the 
evidence support the view.

Tips:

Use signposting language

“One way in which individuals learn 
societies norms is by…”

“This means that …”

“On the other hand…”

Make sure that all evidence is 
SPECIFIC AND DETAILED.  Non 

sociological description will not be 
rewarded.

The BEST answers will have a clear 
line of reasoning throughout.

Timing:  16 minutes



Question 5: Explain and 
briefly evaluate the view that

14



Functionalist Parsons believed that youth is a bridge from adolescence to adulthood in which 
youth became independent and when particularistic values became universalistic values.  Youth 
culture contributes to consensus as it is a norm for the youth to let go of the secure place at 
home and go into the workforce.

Functionalist Eisenstadt says that youth cultures where the youth go from ascribed status to 
achieved status.  It also is a forum for frustration as it is a stressful time.  Youth culture is 
inherently binding; peers become essential as they are going through the same experiences.  
This contributes to consensus as youth culture allows their peers to develop the same norms 
and values.  

On the other hand Hall and Jefferson argue that youth cultures do not contribute to consensus 
and in fact are a form of resistance.  They argued that youth subcultures react against what was 
seen as the crisis of capitalism (high unemployment / low wages).  Through adopting a 
subcultural style young people were able to resists and therefore resist the dominant 
hegemonic culture.

Model answers:  PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE RESPONSES ARE FROM THE YOUTH SECTION OF 
THE PAPER – the content IS accurate. 

Explain and briefly evaluate the view that youth culture contributes to social order and 
consensus within society.



6 Assess the view that the Nuclear 
Family remains the dominant family 

type (24)



The quality of your 
written 

communication will be 
assessed.

Question 6: Assess the view that ….. 
24 marks AO1: 8 marks, AO2: 8 marks, AO3 8 marks

Intro – define any key terms in the question e.g. primary socialisation

Main body: (At least) 3 x PEEL +  3 x Evaluation (PEEL) Paragraphs

Conclusion:  Overall, how far does the evidence support the view.

Timing:  24 minutes 15

PEELs should focus on THEORIES



Question 6: Assess the 
view that ….. 

16



Youth subculture is a small group within a culture, which shares norms and values that are different to the majority culture. Social class is a 
system of stratification whereby it places people into a position in the hierarchical order.

Marxists sociologists Fyvel, and Hall and Jefferson agues that youth culture is based on class as the working classes form them to resist 
capitalism.  For example the teddy boys are working class boys that have come together due to the destruction of their communities and feel 
that their job opportunities were threatened by the ethnic minority that has increased in population.  As a result they imitated the middle and 
upper classes by wearing Edwardian style clothing, heavy soled shoes and a duck tail hairstyle.  

On the other hand Feminist Jackson disagreed with this and states that youth subculture in formed in relation to gender.  Ladettes were a group 
of girls with anti-school values (anti-school subcultures) that did not do well in class as they were disruptive, showed up late to classes and did 
not show any hegemonic feminine values.  This shows that youth subcultures can be based on gender due to resistance to the patriarchy.

Marxists Clarke and Brake talk about how skinhead cultures were formed due to reinforcing their working class identity.  Skinheads wore Doc 
Martins and Ben Sherman shirts to signify that they had a steady income and were the breadwinner although they were unemployed. They had 
characteristics of being territorial and excluded people who did not come from working class backgrounds, showing that social class was an 
important factor in the development of subculture.

On the other hand sociologists such as Suranandan disagrees with this and states that youth cultures is based on the reaction to racism.  The 
Afro Caribbean boys turned inwards due to racism by the majority and instead focused on their own ethnic identity.  They created groups such as 
Rastafarians which were characterised by people wearing red, gold and green cloths, smoking cannabis and having dreadlocked hair, showing 
that ethnicity and reactions to racism were more important than class.  

Youth subcultures are based n social class according to Marxists Cohen and Hebalidge who studied mods.  Mods were characterised by loving to 
dance and party.   They imitated upper class clothing to look smarter.  They had disposable income according to Abrahams due to ‘affluence to 
responsibility’ whereby their mums had jobs, so they would spend their money on their own.  They also had scooters.  This shows that Youth 
subculture is based on socials class as a key characteristic of the mods are resistance to capitalism and imitating upper class clothing.  

On the other hand Postmodernist sociologist Thornton believes that youth subcultures does not exists however neo tribes did. He studied ravers 
and found that youth subculture was based on shared values and hobbies that members have subcultural capital in which increased their status 
of the things that were considered right for that subculture.  This is supported by Borden who s
studied ravers in which they gain statues by ability to create their subcultural style.  

Model answers:  PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE RESPONSES ARE FROM THE YOUTH SECTION OF 
THE PAPER – the content IS accurate. 
Assess the view that most youth subcultures are based on social class (24)



5* Explain and briefly evaluate the view that extended families have disappeared from the 
contemporary UK. [16] 

Supporting point 1

Study:

Supporting point 2

Study:

Opposing Point

Study: 

Conclusion



6 Assess the view that the Nuclear Family remains the dominant family type (24)

For Point 1:
Study

Against point 1:
Study

For point 2:
Study

Against point 2:
Study

For point 3:
Study

Against point 3:
Study

Conclusion


