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1 The role and purpose of 
education, including vocational 

education and training, in 
contemporary society

2 Differential educational 
achievement of social groups by 

social class, gender and ethnicity in 
contemporary society

3 Relationships and processes 
within schools, with particular 

reference to teacher/pupil 
relationships, pupil subcultures, 
the hidden curriculum, and the 

organisation of teaching and learning
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5 The application of sociological 
research methods to the study of 

education
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4 The significance of educational 
policies, including selection, 

comprehensivisation and 
marketisation, for an understanding 

of the structure, role, impact and 
experience of education
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