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(Exam focus

Top tips for answering questions

v This is a 2-hour paper and is worth a total
of 90 marks.

v The Education with methods section has
3 questions and you must answer all of
them.

v The exam board give the following advice
about managing your time; spend 50
minutes on Question 1, 25 minutes on
Question 2 and 40 minutes on Question 3.

v Use the other few minutes to check your
answers.

Short-answer questions

v Part questions worth 2 marks should be
answered in a few words or a sentence at
most.

v Questions that ask you to suggest 2 or 3
things should be answers with brief points
only.

v Question 1c is worth 12 marks and should
be written as a mini essay.

v Try to complete 1c in around 15 minutes.

Essay-answer questions
v Each of the three essays is worth 20 marks.

v The essays for both Education and
Education with Research methods
carry 8 marks for AO1(Knowledge and
Understanding) and 12 marks for AO2
(Application, Analysis, Interpretation and
Evaluation).

v For the Research methods essay, the split is
AOT1: 10 marks and AO2: 10 marks.

v Make sure to use the item if asked to.

v You need to allocate 25 minutes to plan
and write each essay.

v It is vital that you leave enough time to
answer the final essay.

Education and methods questions

v Question 1 is based on Education and
you will need to be able to quote studies
conducted in this area.

v Question 3 is based on Research methods.

v Question 2 is based on Research methods
when studying Education.

v In Question 2, it is vital that any point you
make about a research method is linked to
the study of Education.

v However, in Question 3 you can
relate research methods to any area of
sociological study.
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Specimen question: Families and households

Item A

In the 1960s, research was being carried out to try to explain why there were
class differences in levels of educational attainment. Initially it was thought that
replacing the old tripartite system with a new, comprehensive form of secondary
education would ensure that the gap between the classes would narrow.

Not only have class differences remained a feature of education in England and

Wales, if anything the gaps in attainment levels has widened. One of the more )
tt would be a good Loea to

number your points to

make sure that you have =
Question 1 distinct ones.

The command word ‘outline’
means to give brief details of.

recent attempts to tackle this issue has been a whole series of policies, some of

which have involved a process that has become known as marketisation.

a) Explain what is meant by ‘a comprehensive form of — B

secondary education’. (2 marks)

The question says
‘some’ factors. Alm for a
minimum of 3, possLbLg
up to 5.

|
b) Suggest three functions education might be said to perform. (6 marks)

| .
c¢) Outline some of the factors outside of schools that can

L
influence students’ chances of educational success. (12 marks)

d) Using material from Item A and elsewhere, outline and assess ’As%ess the tmpact’ LS,
‘ asking you to try to judge

the effect of these policies.

the impact of policies introduced to improve educational

standards in the last 20 years. (20 marks)

. ' This gives you a time
Question 2 frame. You can be flexible
Item B but don't go too far back.
What makes a good school? Some people might judge a school just on its position The 1960s for example
in the league tables. These tables show a range of statistics concerning external woula be too long ago.

examination results, attendance figures and so-called ‘contextual value added’. o
L L Thisisaphrase you may

Other people might be interested in the quality of the teaching, the behaviour wish to define and explore
of the pupils, the sporting or artistic merits of the school, or even how happy the n Your answer.

pupils are. The problem with these factors is that it is harder to collect quantifiable Whichever you choose, be
data on them; indeed it may be necessary to turn to qualitative measures. T sure to define what th ey are.
Using material from the item and elsewhere, assess the strengths and weaknesses Malke Your points specific
of one of the following when studying how good a particular school is: to sociology, avoid

po'wuts about La bomtorg

(i) quantitative methods (i) qualitative methods. , ,
expertments tn general.

Qeshon & Command word asking
a) What is meant by the term random sample? (2 marks) you to Look in detail at
| something.
b) Suggest two other types of sample apart from random. (4 marks) )
| Define this term and try to
¢) Suggest two reasons why laboratory experiments are rarely used in give examples of different
sociological research. (4 marks) types.

Examples of the use of
secowdarg data, oo not need to
be Limetted to education.

|
d) Examine the reasons why some sociologists prefer to use

[
secondary data in their research. (4 marks)
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Question 1 Exemplar response: Candidate A

e Comprelhensive sustem $ where oll childlrew goo to e stame seconcdary Selhool, wo Il plns

»

o)

e XCiwn.
This Ls a correct answer and does not need any more detatl. A 2-mark
question can alwa Ys be answered thhjust one sentence. (2 out of 2 marks)
Scloals cre there Yo feoclh pupils how To belewve propeciy They are alse there fo cllow

prpils To get qualifications to help them get jobs Finally schvools cre o form of secondary
Sociclisttion which carmies on cfter the foumily

There are 2 acceptabte responses here. The ﬁrst sentence scores, as does the
second. However the third is a restatement of the first. Also the candidate
might be better to number the points to ensure they do make three distinct
responses. A possible third function woulal be to teach specific job-related
skills. (4 out of & marks)

There cre o ot of cdifdfere vt focctors which coon imdlnence stncle wts’ choinees of Success.
Some of These cre wsSicde the School tnel Some of Thew are ocutsicle. | wfenc to look ot
These Yo cecicle whoet i s ot will wdluence suecess Working-eloss howmes clo wot hawve
&S monY books 65 those of e wicldle class so the clhiled does ot get the chonee Yo
receel £rom con ey cge.

Sometime s working=eless porewts cdo wol go Ko parents’ evenings o concerts TS might

be becounse they do wol have the time. They offen have to wort shifts coned this olso
metns Thod they o not hawve 6s munelh e to listen o their childdren receeling, Mickedle -
cless porrents com Welp witlh howmewore becaunse they Wave beewn Swecesstnl ol sclhool
Themselves They are alse able fo help Their children witlh conrsewort whew ™ comes o
GCSES. Working=class parents con™ do flis s They probobly left scliool ot 16 conel the
wmeths i very differenwt from wihen they were ol school Alse There S 1655 money i ity
worbing= cloess homes conel This comm have oo lange mptee X For extumple i s easier fo co
conrSewort & Yo have o computer ot home. Also mickelle—cless porrents com poy for thaeir
cilerew Yo go ow School frips.

So fhese e some of the recsons whay Things outsicle of flhe howme com howve on
wflnence on how well Someone does ot sclhool.

This answer discusses a reasonable range of factors concerning class
differences and does focus on factors outside of school. tt mainly concerns the
Level of parental tnvolvement and Lssues relating to material deprivation.

The answer could be mproved Lf it developed these concepts and perhaps
also discussed in greater detail cultural issues, which it only touches ow.
w addition, it has a rather narrow focus in that it relates only to class. The
question is broader thaw this and some recogwnition of other divisions such
as gender or ethnicity would enable the student to scorve a higher mark.

(2 out of 12 marks)
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A There howve beew co ot of policies to mprove echncotion They cbolished the oled I plns
e X0 Conek X Lp comprehensive Schhools So everyone wounlel Wovve con equnodl chtimee. This
\N\Q/O\.v\'k '\‘{l oo clailed WG\.S\Au( 300&{ 0\.'% XS J\/\AQ/U\ woled S’\"\\\ %Qf\’ J(o g J(o Co %ood Sclnool whew

ey were /.

whilst the abolition of the 11 plus exam could be a relevant starting point,
wmost areas did this wmore than 20 years ago (with exceptions such as
Northern treland). Also the candidate would need to Link this discussion to
Lmprovements in educational standarols.

Te go\;e,n,\w\uc% olso wntrochncecd The Nofiowed Curticidiam. TWis S oo ist of sulsjects
eV UYowe s Yo S‘k\/noh/\. Recounse o‘(l ‘s S‘kopp?«o{ )\AS‘V loou\S do'\v\% woockwort canck ci’\(‘ (S )\AS‘%
do:w:} home economics Now everyone Wes Yo STuely the scame subjecets whickh wakes J(\z\'w\gé

Ao e,czma\.

Agaiwn discussion of the national curriculum could be made relevant if the
candidate considered if this policy had raised standards in schools. As it is,
the points made are somewhat inaccurate; options are still allowed and the
subjects mentioned are still gender-linkea.

Anotlher policy & that of SATS This © where all children Wave Xo st fests w key
subeeds ot cifferent fimes The point of this © everyone Eunows how well fhey e coing
coned parents com See the progress their chiled § wmoding:

A good Loea to discuss SATs and there is some attempt to analyse their
bmpact. However the discussion is not Linked to raising standards. The
candidate could debate why the government thought publishing SAT scores
as league tables would help to drive up standards.

Fuadly The goverument brounght v GNVQs for people who e woent Xo clo A= levels Tlis
wme s They conldd do subpeds lite Weoth caned Socinl care o [T caned et goocl zzm&,\'r@'\c/&.'\"\owg
‘kcr go ow Ao co sood )olo ’nr\‘\S %N&S WAoo anp\& ‘\/\:\& ciune e 'ko o well OC‘C Sclnool.

The candidate could really build upon this last point. There has been
considerable debate around the impact of ‘new’ vocational qualifications.
As the candidate says, they could be viewed as giving wmore choice and
opportunities but others have suggested they do not raise standards in the
system. There is an absence of evaluation in this answer but the gquestion
clearly asked for some.

So there are lots of polices w the last 20 years cunel There are still more ot the minnte.
A\\ O‘P 'k\/\& po\iui&g l Wowve loote ch OL_k we e ‘o(‘o\/»%\r\‘k (PN 'ko weke Scloals lp&‘k‘ku "r\,\iS S
lOQ/C/OL\/‘-Se/ \'k S '\\/v\po('kOnv\'k 2R U doQ/S well 0\.’% Sc ool S 'J\/\/\Q/L/\ cCown se/'\’ Co gooc* )olp

This conclusion adds Little to the answer. The candidate shows Rinowledge
of a range of policies (= or 4). However, they do not apply them well to

the question. The central issue of ‘“Have policies raised standards?’ is not
addvessed. There is no real use of the item. tn addition to this, with no real
evaluation the essay canwnot score highly. So improvements could be made
by keeping focused on the gquestion, use of the item and some attempt to
evaluate how successful policies have been. (9 out of 20 marks)
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Exemplar response: Candidate B

cV Ow\k;\ owe 'kt/\pe, ok sclhool ot i, wot three.

This brief answer scores both marks. (2 out of 2 marks)

b | Seconcdory sociclistTion
2. Tetelning skills for jobs

3. (P(‘cr\l'\d'\\,\% tleL\i%C/OC\/'\O\AS ‘Po(‘ joloS/v»w'N?,(‘STku‘

ALL three of these are acceptable, as is the numbered List the student provides.
(6 out of & marks)

0 A loX of foctors wdluence Success wn Sclhool Some e within The Sclhool libe tecc\ers’
e ls, some cre outsicde the Sclool lke parewnts’ cftueles.

Stuclies Wove proveel tecclhers’ labels wmfluence how well pupil cdoes. [§ they get ledsellech
brightl?, they believe w themselves canel go on fo gt gooed %m&\i‘("\c/OChov\S £ fley get e
lecbel Hlaick’, they lose conficdence cunel So emel wp noll cloing well Another label some pupils
get 15 Hroublewmaker’ coanel i they get Trected lice this thew thot © how they enel wp
teting | vk & 5 wrong for Teachers o do s becaunse some Tk’ stuclewts coulel
reclly be gnife bight bt wever gef oo chhonee.

The ofher side of The coim S To do withh parents cuned their attucles {o school o
porrent gives their cliled enconrtigement then tlhey will clo better However, it flhe pocrewt
Fhainks ecluncotion S e waste of time, or & they don™ reclly wnelerstoned the sustem, thew
The clhiled wmoy wot dlevelop s well 6s they conleh They mightt be encounrtigeel Yo lecove
School X 16 conch get o ol This 6 alser wnfonr beccounse every chiled deserves Yo oo e
best they com in sclhool This will kelp thewm Xo goo on cunel get ov gooed Job winiclh S well peciel
ofter ey lecve school

n this answer the candidate has talked about factors within schools, which
Ls not what the question asked for. They do make a couple of points about
parents’ attituoles to or knowledge of education. These can be rewarded but
the answer needs a much clearer focus on issues of cultural and material
deprivation in order to score more highly. Also, there needs to be some
recognition of which group(s) might achieve differently in the education
system. (5 out of 12 marks)

b For ol of the last 20 years governments Wowe triecd Yo wmoke swre ecduneofioned
stenelorels are rising Moy of the policies whickh hove fricel Ko ochieve s havve beew
beese el o mertetiscation. This mecms schools hove fo compete with each ofler Xo get
prpils coned Tis [NV Steanedenrels will gejk be{ter

This is a strong introduction. The candidate has taken the key concept
from the item, defined it and Linked it to the focus of the question.

W 1988 Y go\/e,m\w\uc\’ wtrocducec the Educotion Reform Act This set wp the woetiowned
curricnlm. For The first time everyone ol The chamee fo stnedy the scame subjects
H hos beew clovmech that s grectly mmproveel the ecduncational performonce of girls
becounse T gove thewm cecess Ko subjeeds whick i the post were Seem 6s masenline.
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Here an appropriate poLicg Ls Ldentified and explored. There is a direct link to
the question of improving standards. Perhaps an example of which subjects
girls improved in (such as science) would mprove the point.

Also wn Flae 17805 Tlhere were o whole series of policies whickh cimecd To enconrage girls
o Stuedy troceklionally wmescunline subiecs, especiclly science. Owe of these was cedllech
WISE (Wormen Inte Scicnce Eduncotiow. Alison Eelly clovims s policy Welpeod Yo boost girls’
conficddence cunel Welpech to raise their performance wm Science Subrcets So tlhese polices
were o Sweeess, bk ot fhe soume e bous, especially in the working class, begowm Yo see
School s Too female cunel woony formedl confi-sc ool subeuwttinres So fhe polices cichn™
revse Steaedarrels for everyone.

This s an excellent paragraph. A policy area is corvectly identified and
explained. The candidate evaluates its success, both with reference to a study
and by their own ideas. The final point is a very insightful piece of evaluation.

Soon cfferweareds the government ceciclech cll flae ests clilhren were sitting (SATS
Showlel havve Their resuts publishecl w lecgune tobles The reason for fhis was So porewts
conled see whiclh schools were getting the best resutfs The wleoe wis alse Thot this wouled
Pt pressre on e perforiming Scheols So Stoanelorels wounled goo wp. Nt everyone agrees
Faot s kas Wappenech becaunse o Sclhool becomes wmpopnlar s Warder o ctfrecet
goock stuclewts canel The resutts might go chowun These are calleed sk’ sclools.

This paragraph shows a good range of skills. Knowledge and
understanding are good and accurately conveyed. There is analysis of
the poLiaH (Look at the semtence which starts ‘the reason for this was’).
Also the candidate is able to evaluate the bmpact of the policy so is directly
adoressing the question.

Some people howwe even been crticol of SATS Teochers soy they pul foo munclh pressure
own childdren. Also They cdon™ el us oo ot cbount wihat oo school s recdly ke

This Ls a somewhat weaker paragraph. The point about pressure on children
could be developed by discussing if they are being drilled to pass tests and
Lf the SATs really do measure educational standards. This would retain the
focus ow the guestion.

Pourt of wmorrtetisation © oot giving parents more cloice of schools To do flais the
govetmment has wfrockucec wmoiny ddifferent types of scliools such oS specinlist scliools,
wmore fortih Sclhools caned ccticdemie s, Witlh Soo mcony cdhifferent tupes of scliools porents hewve
IS N g0 ecfer clhoice. [Hdowever Soc/\o\os‘\S‘VS Suclh s Gewirtz cre criced of s comel clevima
wol ol porrents v s choice. Those with cwltred coprtod Wowve grecter bnowlecse of
The system cnel how T weorks so cre meore likely fo get tlheir first choice. However resutts
Ao Show That fartlh sclhools mprove echnectationa Staunclereds.

A very good paragraph. The idea from the item is developed very fully. Good
knowledge of different types of schools is shown and a sociologist who

Ls critical is discussed. Note also the introduction of a valuable concept,
cultural capital. Finally a counter argument is suggested, even though it
could also be questioned, e.g. do faith schools raise standards overall or just
‘cream off" better pupils?
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The government clse wtrocneed the policy of Sure Stor, whick put o lod of wnrseries
o cleprivecl corens The purpose of This woes Yo cofelh chilehren o oo Yorng cige cunel e lp
Yo ‘compensote’ for cutfured canel material ceprivetion However, i s difficnlt fo juelge i
This scheme hoes been oo swecess as i takes o long Time to see the bewefits of extro
wnrsery ploces.

Despite this being a somewhat partial account of Sure Start, it is a very
relevant avea to discuss. The purpose of the policy is explained and an
evaluative comment is added.

There s still o question albowt i these policies hae mproveel stounelorels. The wwmber
of prpils getting & o more GLSE’S kas merensecd bt the goverment tselt beeps soving
Thot oo ot of schools cre fouling Alse we shouled wofe That fle gop between cdifferent
cleesse s ounel efthaunic growps Still remciins even i the geneler gop Woes closech

Here the candidate comes to a reasoned conclusion that Ls olirectLg related to
the question. They point to contradictory evidence and make a very useful
Po'w\,t about educational standards of different soctal Qroups.

overall the question has a good range of policies (5 or more) and each one is
dealt with in terms of the question. Use is made of the item and the focus on
the gquestion is retained throughout the answer. Evaluation is explicit and

appropriate.

This may wot be a perfect answer but it is as good as one could reasonably
expect given exam conditions and the amount of time provided.

(20 out of 20 marks)
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Question 2 Exemplar response: Candidate A

LQO»Cﬁm&S Tobles coom Fell ws oo lot clbount oo Scoel Twey GV U Cn ot of stetistics ta
loot ot These wmclnele the resutfs of SATS canel GCSES s well as ctfenclanee figures for
The school These coum thew be wsedd by oo Sociologist who wonts Xo researclh Wow gooek oo
pO»(‘\'ic/v»\G»F Sclhoal &

f you Look care{uLLg, almost all of this material is tn the item. As the
candioate does not use this but just reproduces it, they get no reward. The
only thing new here is which exams the league tables cover. A better way to
start would be to clearly identify which option the candidate is answering
and to define the type of approach they will be considering.

By looking ot extum resutfs, we com see rightt coney how mbony pupils core getting & A4 Xo Cs
ok GCSE. Alse, we comn see f This fignre s getting better over the veors If the teackhing
oS got better cunel The school’s resnfs core mproving, we com clearly see this from flae

\wo)v»& telbles. Also o Soc/‘\o\oo)‘\S‘k conled see i oo Schhool WS wol %Q/‘k‘h\/\C} oS goo& reswtts s

T wseodl Yo

If the candidate had started as suggested they could thew identify league
tables as quantitative, perhaps defining what exactly this means. tnstead,
this second paragraph really only makes one point that gains any marks
— the Loea that league tables can compare present with past performance.

Twe scame & Truwe clbount %gvme,s for ctfenclomee. £ oo sclool 6 o goook owe T will ewve
clmest 1007 cttencloumee. [f Yo get e Schools close fo eochh other el owe Wis better
.ock"(e,v\mv\c/e, \'\’ \/v\x%\z\'k Show one S Jo'\v\% Co loe;k’\’e,r )ola GC% 'l(Q,O\c/\,\‘wxs 'l(\z\Q/ p\Ap'\\S-

This short paragraph does make a couple of valid points. it would help if
the candidate could introduce a little bit of analysis here by questioning
whether high attendance does necessarily mean a school is good or even by
discussing whether the comparison they suggest is a valid one.

No{ everyone agrees wiflh school lecigue tables Some schools howve got mneln better
Stuclewts from betfer off homes This wmecns they will clweus be weor the fop of the
Yoble. A sclhool conled STl be o gocro{ School bt witlh weeolk pupils canel T won™t be Wighh wp
e tolbles conel So will look ek

This paragraph explores a very important point. The candidate is able to
criticise the use of some types of quantitative data. However, they do miss
a great opportunity to use the part of the item that rvefers to contextual value
added. This would allow thew to discuss if this type of data gives a truer
picture of how good a school is.

Alse Tae figures on cftencloumee wmightt wot be relicble. s sclools flaemselves Kot
recored fhese figures Some schools only fake oo register once o oy whilst otliers lowve
one every lesson. Alse Some nse compwters Yo todke registers wihiclh wakes the cletails
wmore cecnrate. Fually o schhool might try to lidle the wmber of absences so they
oppe it Yo be better o They are.
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There s a better focus in this paragraph. The candidate is exploring why we
might not be able to trust some statistical data. They could build on this
by linking in their discussion to more general points about the Limits of
quantitative data tn soctological research.

Lecgne fobles cuel cftenclounce fignres are wseful beconse they are clheop, quick cunel

(B0 SSVY Ao 36’\’ holed of. Howe ver "\/\I\Q,Lz\ o ot fell s ever u\”\/\,\‘w\s oot Wow good e Sclaoal 1. l‘@
we Wit Yo brow Thad we wonldl neeel fo alse wse qualdative weasnres aunel look ot things
ee pupil betviowr o Spors or curts.

There are a couple of general points here but thew the candidate repeats the
first paragraph and simply restates the item. This will not gain any marks
unless they state how a sociologist might study these things.

overall this is not a strong answer. tt could be improved by providing a
clear definition of quantitative methods in an introduction that also sets
out where the essay is going.

Also the discussion coula be extended to cover other forms of data apart from
league tables and attendance figures.

Finally a wider range of possible strengths and weaknesses are needed so
that the gquestion Ls addressed more dl',rectLH. For example, the candidate
makes some points about the validity of statistics, which could be developed
as a criticism of statistical data. Also they could discuss how quantitative
data can be used to assess the impact of different polices or initiatives a
school might introduce. (9 out of 20 marks)
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Exemplar response: Candidate B

As The e Swggests, Tﬁav\*ﬁc&(m, docteor sueln as statistics do wot alwaus give oo full
pic/‘kv»(‘ Q. l‘{l Co Scr(‘/'\o\cr%'\s* \*\)OLV\*M _ko S‘kv»du\ e Schnool ‘k\r\&u\ \/V\\%\/\_k \,\e,ed ‘ko _kl/\(-\/\ ‘ko zzm@»\ﬁ&‘h\/?«
methods Xo see belinel the fignres such oS league tables.

A good introduction that has its focus on the gquestion. The point about
seeing behind statistics is very good and could be developed Later on. As

an bntroduction, this is quite short and could be tmproved by explaining
what exactly qualitative methods are, perhaps with some examples, such as
participant observation tn a classroom or tn a staffroom, or diaries students
Reep.

For exoumple f they woanteed fo stely things lite Xeciclning conel pupils’ belhaviowr, Some form
of obseruotion wmightt be best. This s becounse guontiotive measnres suelk s statistics or
v qreStionneires wigh T wot finel oud wihat readly hoppens w lessons. A sociologist astecl
Teachers i they treated bous amel girls dhifferently i class They soiel taeu got equanl
Frectment bt when 1e5sons were obserwed, The resecrcher founel They Spent munclh wmore
Time with bous cunel gove them more praise 6s well s telling them off more. TWis Shows
obsericTion com Tell ks oo ot more cbout wheet really Weppews.

This Ls an excellent paragraph. The candidate takes some issues from the
item and thew shows how qualitative methods can study these better than
statistics. The candidate uses a very good illustration and note that it
does not matter too much that they can't name the sociologist; they have
tdentified and applied the study well.

Moty other Stnclies Wovve wseel obseruntion methools Cecile Wrightt lookecl ot flne
Freofment of efhnic minories w oo primery Schhool She founed tecchers el differevt
expectntions of different clildrew, especially boys whe They expected fo belcve beelly
So The bous got oo wegotive label el T furneel wlo oo self-fulfilling prophecy

Awnother very appropriate study Ls used here. However the candidate tells us
more about the findings of the research than the method. Because this is an
education and methods question, this needs to be the focus here.

A stucdy whhiclh wees cirectecl more ot pupils Than teochers was Poml Wills w Wis book
Lectning Yo Lobour He followecd oo grounp of locels i their lost yeor ot sclool cunel
observecl tlheir beaviowr cunel chatteed withh them de woanteel {o finel ot Wow They Seow
School cunel their fufure. [ s wnlitely ke wonled hove gol sucln oo cletailech pictnre i e
hored givenm them oo questionnaire.

Again there Ls good use of a study to illustrate a point. Also the candidate
Ls evaluative tn suggesting observation was a better method than
questionnaires. They could develop this by suggesting why questionnaires
would not give Willis the sort of detail observation did. Also the candidate
could introduce the concept of empathy in discussing what willis hoped to
achieve.

So we com e Thod how gooed o School S commno st be juelgeed by looking ol the lecgue
Tobles Researchers wsing qualiotive methods selh s obseruntion howe Yol ws o lot
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more cbout whal goes on i Schools. Qualiative metihods give s more deplin conel msight
Flaoon statisties ever com

This is quite a good summing up but it remains rather general. Some short
comment on what kind of things observation allows us to study, such as
teachers’ attituoles or the perspective of pupils would add to this conclusion.

(14 out of 20 marks)
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Question 3 Exemplar response: Candidate A

e A ounchom Soumple S where every perSon hWas tun egquil chomee of being pickecd Yo be port

O‘(: *\/\C/ S’kv»vﬂu\

This is a good answer, especially as it does not use either of the words of the
term in the definition. You should avoid an answer that states ‘where people
are pickeol ra ndomly’ because this does not explain the term. (2 out of 2
marks)

b A quotoe soample cunel oo Snowlotl Soumple.

Two acceptable sample types are given, and note neither needs explaining or
expanding upon. (4 out of 4 marks)

o There © the Howthorne Effect where it people brnow ey cre being stuckiedd flaey
C/\I\OL\/\%Q/ ‘k\r\&i(‘ e \nCvioar. A SQ/C/O*\/\Q{ (e Sow S U Clon T T ‘kcr Qz—kl/\lC/(;\-\ SSne S,

The first reason scores the full 2 marks but the second is tncomplete. It is
not clear what the ethical issue might be so this part only gains one mark.
BY giving an example of an ethical issue, such as causing distress, the
extra mark could be gained. (3 out of 4 marks)

b The cchvontonges of seconcdary dato are

LK os zzv»lc/b conel clnecep.
2 Tlhere s ¢ ot o‘? & coned s 205U Ao %Q,’\' e leh o‘@.

3. Yob\ cton bese U™ S’k\/xd’\e/s ow \’k

4. Yob\ Ao howve o %v\d ‘“’\'\v\c)s ¢ ‘?o(‘ vlov»FSQ/H:.

The candidate may have run out of time but writing lists or notes is not a
good idea in the essay questions. it states on the front of the exam gquestion
paper that these must be written in full sentences and paragraphs. There Ls
some reward for a couple of knowledge points on the advantages but points
3 and 4 don't really tell us anything.

(dowe ver flae dmsadvav\‘kase,s e

/. l"( S o@’\’e/\,\ ov»'k o‘? C*G\.'\'Q/ So \,\o'k mnc N wSe '\’o "(\/\Q/ Soc/lo\oslg'\'.
2. K might be bicseed by the government.

3. H’ \/v\\s\/\'\’ v\o'\’ 'ke/\\ U~ el "(\1\2/ 'ﬁz\'\wgg U~ wOw\J( '\'o Cwnow.

So SQ/C/O‘V\dG\»r‘/l JGCJ(G\. [INXS good coneh becek po'\V\'\’S- /Tlt\'\s S w\/\tx\ So(‘/'\cr\o%'\s*s O‘PJ(Q/\A WS Ao e "(\J\Oxv\
one metheod m fheir stuely o get the best of boflh weorlels.

The same points apply to this. A few disadvantages are stated but none are
explained or developed so very few marks can be awarded. The candidate
could gain extra marks by stating why statistics get out of date so
quickly, giving some examples of possible government bias, and perhaps
tllustrating a case where the information did not match all the soctologist
wanted to know.
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(& out of 20 marks)

clearly what is needed to improve this is much more time and thought
spent on the question. A good place to start would be a definition of what
secondary data means with some examples. The candidate then needs to
Ldentify and explain reasons why such data is useful to sociologist, perhaps
by quoting a study that used such a method successfully. They then need
to constider possible problems with this method and come to some sort of

reasoned conclusion about its usefulness.
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Exemplar response: Candidate B

co X5 where people are pickecd ot roanclom, llbe citiwing womes out of o kot

As we noted with Exemplar response A, this first sentence cannot score as it
Just repeats the term. The second sentence gives an example of how a random
sample might be selected so gains 1 mark. (1 out of 2 marks)

b Strotidiecl scample tunel opportinntty Scample.

®Both are acceptable. (4 out of 4 marks)

o L The leb s o artificied sttnetion So people will wot tiet wormally,

2. Some tlaings howve Yo be stuckiedd over oo lowg Time, eg progress w ecueation

Again both of these ave perfectly acceptable reasons. (4 out of 4 marks)

Seconcdory datoe 1ty nformation thot alreccy exists fhat o sociologist com wake wse
ot The wmost common form o fakes © officied stotistics The governmenwt publishes clatee
on oo widde nge of Tlhings Suclh a8 LnemploumenT, crime, eduncotion cunel heattn There
are ofher forms of seconconry doton suclh 6s wedkicn reports, personcl letters cuned clicaries
caned even other Sociological stuckies.

This is a good ntroduction. The method in guestion is defined and then
tlustrated with a series of examples. It is especially good that different
forms of secondary data are mentioned.

Those who wse Seconcory doton are offen posttivists. They ke o becouwse i
wformation o con TSt canel T comes m wuwmerical form. K reclnces the claoince
of resecrcher bics s the date hes alrecedly been collected by Someone else so fle
(SeLener Chm Mmiiin objective.

A good Link with theory here, but it would be even better if the term
‘positivist’ was briefly explained, e.g. those who try to make their studies
scientific. Three possible advantages of such data are identified but only
the last one is even partially explained. The candidate has missed an
opportunity to expand on their answer.

One fommons stnely WSing Secondory cdecton wins Dirthein’s Stuely of swicicle. e lookecl ot
swicice rocfes from oo ronge of different conntiries to see whick howed ligh levels. He alse
chied stotistical analysis T see i certonn growps Woeek high o low rocfes. He founel Cothelics
conel Cotholic covntries Woel wmuncln lower rates of swicice. He wseel these finchings as e
besis fo go on Ko Stucly i Swiciele woes linkedd fo socic wtegroction.

A very appropriate study is introduced and the candidate does describe the
method, wotJ'ust the findings. The candidate has discussed tnter and intra
country comparisons and how analysis of secondary data can Llead to the
establishment of a hypothesis.

Dmrtb\e,im’S S’j(wriq WS o™ Tk‘\c/‘\se,d loq o‘K’\,\e,r S ‘w\c/\vwkmg Dov\Q\G»S ek ﬂ"(b‘mSov\. T\,\e,a,\ O smexi
swicicde stetistic s were wot Socicd ‘PO\,C/*S bt socicdl conStruecTions Some e s Swicicke s
e coveredd up Yo stve The foumily So Durblheim waes worting with incccunrate fignres w
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Wis resecreln The Same hoppens when Stuedding erime. Not all erimes are reporiecl or
recorcded so the crime figures co wot fully represewt the level of crime.

The criticism of Durkheim is a good Ldea and starts well with the concepts
of ‘social facts’ and’ social construction” introduced. The Latter of these two
bn particular needs to be defined. Also the point about cover ups could be
expanded to discuss how coroners arrive at decisions. Also, both Douglas
and Atkinson used forms of secondary data in their research (suicide notes
and coroners’ records). This could be tntroduced to show the wider range of
secondary data sociologists deal with.

There s clwoeys the possibilify of bics w goverment statistics. The woy wwemploymewt

S wmetswrech wees c/\,\oxv\c)w 17 Ximes lM/\ one govRN wmewt So Tt Copp O™ ecd fewer people
were jobless Going bovek Yo crime fignres, Cicowrel showeel That police have stereotypes of
“Hupic ol erimimeds’ cunel only crre st people whe £t thewm TWis S cnothher wiy statistices e

loicsech

A number of good points here but it would be better if the candidate did

ot jump from crime to unemployment and back to crime. tf they had
planned their answer, they could continume the discussion of erime statistics
with the excellent point taken from Cicourel’s study and thew move on to
unemployment figures. This would produce a better flow” to the answer.

Overall, Some Sociologists will prefer secondory dofo becaunse s recclily covalable conel
cllows Them Too make compiriSons &S Durtheim clich The wedjor problem s Theet we conmnoT
be cerfoin the statistics cre cecuwrote, especially i the government o police cre

iv\\lo\\lm

This is a brief but effective conclusion. it Loentifies a couple of advantages
of secondary data and refers back to a study gquoted in the answer. A key
eriticism is Ldentified, again with reference back to points discussed earlier.
(14 out of 20 marks)

This essay could be improved by discussing other types of secondary

data, wotj ust offictal statistics. Some of these are mentioned in the
introduction so it is a pity the candidate did not broaden the debate to
bnclude them. Another area that could be developed more is the point raised
about positivism. Different views held by sociologists on how best to conduct
research could be introduced, perhaps by also discussing qualitative
methods as used b5 sociologists they refer to in their essay (Powglas,
Atkinson and Cleourel).
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Overall mark totals

Exemplar response: Candidate A

Ruestion 1 2+4+8+9 = 23/40
Question 2 9/20
Ruestlon = 2+4+=2+6 = 15/=0

Total: 47 out of 90 marks

Grade: This is Likely to be close to the grade boundary between C and

Exemplar response: Candidate B

QRuestion 1 24+6+5+20 = 33/40
QRuestion 2 14/20
Ruestion = 1+4+4+14 = 23/30

Total: 70 out of 90 marks

Grade: This should be well inside the A grade boundary
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