	LT2: Descriptive Data

	Descriptive data is data that summarises patterns and trends in quantitative data. Rather than presenting the raw data (actual scores) it describes them in more general terms. Averages are a good example of this. If a researcher wanted to compare the scores of girls and boys in a mathematical test, they would look at how each group did on average rather than looking at each individual score in turn. An average gives a score that represents the data set that it comes from. 

	Calculating Averages

	1. Mode

The mode is the most common score in a data set. It is the average because it is the most popular. 
	2. Median

The median if calculated by finding the middle score once a data set has been put in numerical order. If there is an even number of scores in a data set, then you work out which score would fall in the middle.
	3. Mean

To find the mean, you need to add together all the scores in a data set, this gives you a total. Then you divide this total by the number of scores in the data set. The final figure is the average score that each participant would get if the total scores were shared out equally. 

	Applying Your Knowledge

	1. Why would it not be suitable to use a mode in the following data sets?

a) 2   3   7   9   15   21   23 

b) 4   13   4   2   25   12   9   4   12   17   12   3

2. Using the median, decide which of the following two conditions participants remembered more words on average. 

Words recalled in condition A: 9   8   9   7   3   5   3   5   5

Words recalled in condition B: 8   4   4   2   4   9   10   3   8   9   1   9

3. Using the mean, decide in which of the following two conditions participants completed the puzzle more quickly on average.

Condition 1: Time in Seconds: 35   45   67   72   35   29   22   80   81   59

Condition 2: Time in Seconds: 50   52   58   48   59   59   50   52   46   51





‘It is possible that you could be asked to work out a mode, median or mean in the exam. You may also be asked to interpret an average so make sure you understand what the numbers are showing you!’








