	Analysing Research: Types of Data

Once data has been collected, psychologists need to analyse it. This is often to identify patterns and trends. From this, they are able to draw conclusions about their research. However, psychologists also need to be aware of any flaws in their research and how this will affect the findings. 

	1. Quantitative Data

This is numerical data. If a psychologist takes a measurement they will have quantitative data. 
	2. Qualitative Data

This is descriptive data. This means it is normally in the form of words. However it can be in other formats which offer some detail, such as images. 

	Complete the table by ticking a column to show whether each example of data is quantitative or qualitative

	Example of Data
	Quantitative
	Qualitative

	The number of words recalled in two different conditions.
	
	

	The diary entries of a serial killer.


	
	

	The case notes on the development of a child abandoned at birth.
	
	

	The average number of times someone stops to help a stranger.
	
	

	Participants’ ratings, on a scale, on how close they are to their partners.
	
	

	A summary of how a teacher treats boys and girls differently.
	
	

	A tape recording of an interview with a patient with a phobia.
	
	

	How long participant take to recognise an object, in milliseconds. 
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