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Unit 1: Assessing research findings (pages 225-228)
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Unit 2: Sociology and science (pages 229-234)
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Unit 3: Interpretivist methodology (pages 234-238)
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Unit 4: Postmodernist methodology (pages 238-240)
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Unit 5: Feminist methodology (pages 241-244)

Mechanical
instrument

Specialised form
of conversation

Passive interviewees

Asking questions X
Interviewer role

Promoting rapport

Standard

Clinical
Content

— Controlling:
Direction Manipulative

‘Using’ respondent

Exploitive
Interviewer

takes Unequal

relationship

Hierarchical

Non-hierarchical

Respondent
gives

Gives

Interviewing
approaches

Weak
thesis

Feminist

Interviewer:

Receives
Honesty ————

Invests

Sincerity

Compassion ‘Wha

Understanding Sensitivity

Interpretivist

Tradition of

interviewing

t's new?’
Pawson (1992)

Strong thesis
(Oakley, 1981)

Research as a
construct

methods

Participant

Revisit observation
Reopen | Field notes Multiple

Reinterpret

Reproduce actors' perspectives

Reproduce actors’ experiences

Biography

interpretations

Multiple voices

Autobiography

Extended dialogues

Research process
Researcher

Author’s interpretations
——————  reflectson:

Emotions

Relationships

‘Hot’
‘Cold’
Passionate
Dispassionate | Descriptions
Evocative
—‘ Clinical
Poetic
Descriptive

Styles

Reflexivity

Compassionate
conservatism

Researcher’s words

Participant’s words

Interpretations

Observations | Variety of:

Reader

Viewpoints

Traditional male
perspective

Male dominance
Androcentricity IV
———————— | Male superiority
Women as
passive objects

Sexist

Research
methods

Feminist
methodology

(Mies, 1993)

Basically
sound

Studies of men

Overgeneralisation
Applied to women

Sex-specific questions

Remove Common sexist

assumptions

Positive identification

Conscious partiality

Empower women

View from below

Active participant

Action research

Challenging and
Changing the changing patriarchy

status quo

Awareness of oppression

Feminist
methodology

Gender

politics

Raising

consciousness | Insight

Change their situation

Reclaiming history

from men

Individual and

social history
Cooperate to Individualism
overcome: Competitiveness

Careerism

Collectivising
experience

Women’s liberation

Value commitment

To experience is to know

Capture female experiences

Primacy of
experience
Research
process
Rejects:

Postmodern
feminism

Discovering ‘the truth’?

Undifferentiated

Criticisms

Female
metanarrative | Homogeneous
Men
Oppressed
Female Black
categories Lesbian
Working-class
Diversity

Emphasises:

No generalisations

Blunts feminist protest

Threatens the unity of women

‘Divide and conquer’

Sociology in Focus Teaching and Assessment CD-ROM © Pearson Education, 2009



Methodology: Revision maps 183

(Revision maps

Unit 6: Sociology, methodology and values (pages 245-248)
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Unit 7: Sociology and social policy (1) (pages 248-250)
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Unit 7: Sociology and social policy (2) (pages 250-252)
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