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Top tips for answering questions

v

Remember, this paper is worth a total of
60 marks. Questions a, b and c are worth
a total of 12 marks and questions d and e
are worth 24 marks each.

You have only 1 hour to complete this
paper, so timing is crucial.

Short-answer questions

4

4

Aim to finish all three short-answer
questions (a, b and ¢) in around 10 minutes.

Don’t write out the question or repeat it in
your answer — it's a waste of valuable time.

Many of these questions start with the
word ‘suggest’ — so you only have to give a
short response, not a long explanation.

These questions can be answered in bullet
points or incomplete sentences.

If you are unsure about an answer, leave a
gap and come back to it later.

Essay-answer questions

v

Questions d and e require essay answers,
so write in complete sentences and use
paragraphs for new ideas.

Remember time is tight and spend about
20 minutes on planning and writing each
essay answer. If you do overrun on the
first and don’t answer the second, you
will lose 24 marks.

Spend a few minutes planning each
answer — just enough to streamline
writing the essays.

For question d, you can earn up to 14
marks for AO1 skills (knowledge and

understanding) and up to 10 marks for
AO?2 skills (interpretation, application,
analysis and evaluation).

For question e, you can earn up to 10
marks for AO1 skills and up to 14 marks
for AO2 skills.

In the essays, define key concepts, such
as ‘patriarchal’. Don’t assume that the
examiner knows that you know what it
means.

There are no guidelines on how much to
write for these essays. Write as much as you
can in the time, but remember — an essay is
marked on its qualities not its length!

Families and households questions

v You will meet some views that you disagree

with, for example about lone-parent
families. Don't let your personal opinions
get in the way of a balanced answer.

If an essay question is about family
diversity, try to work as many different
households as possible into your answer.
Don't restrict yourself to just nuclear,
extended and lone-parent families.

When discussing families, avoid
stereotypes — not all lone-parent families
are headed by teenage mums and not all
Asian families are extended.

Make sure that you can discuss some
reasonably up-to-date research. Remember
Wilmott and Young and Oakley were
writing in the 1970s. They can be a good
starting point, but study research by others
too.
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Specimen question: Families and households

Item A

In the past, sociologists spent very little time discussing what a family was. It
was assumed that there was the main type of family and that the majority

of people lived in this type. This was the nuclear family. However some
sociologists were critical of the assumption that such a family was the norm;
some even described it as a ‘cereal packet family’, partly due to how often it
appeared in advertisements. Some sociologists have gone further and suggested
that, with more lone-parent families and greater cohabitation, we should stop
talking about ‘the family’ and replace it with the term ‘household’.

Item B

At first sight, ‘childhood’ appears to be a biological concept in that it refers
to a period of time up to a certain age. If we look more closely, however, we
see that the age at which someone stops being a child is not always that clear.

Society sets down laws about what people can and cannot do at certain ages. [ 70F question d, more
marks are awarded for

AO1, so concentrate
on demonstrating

a) Explain the term ‘cohabitation’ (Item A). (2 marks) Your knowledge anad
understanding.

In addition, writers such as Aries have claimed that childhood is a social

construction, as it did not exist until quite recent times.

b) Suggest two things that the law states people of a certain age

cannot do. (4 marks)
The question Ls about the
position of children, but
specifically about their

c) Suggest three types of households other than those
mentioned in Item A. (6 marks)

the view that children today have a more important | place in the fa mLng’. Think
about the role of children
(24 marks) ) .
tn the past, how it has
@ssesdthe changed, what caused
£ e - the changes and their
diverse today. (24 marks) role todag. Finally, you

might want to constder if
all children have the same

experiences.

You must make use of This command word means

ttem A. This does not make a judgement on something.

mean copy bits of it out, The question Ls clearly about ,

but means discuss some household di\/ersita, S0 You are '— For question e, more

of the points it makes being asked to judge if this is marks are awarded for
more true of today thaw in the AO2, s0 9o Lnto depth in
past. the points you make and

L— This s a command word be evaluative.

-t Ll',’cemLng means ‘Look
at’ — so You are being
asked to investigate
something, in this case
the view expressed in the
qu_es’cl,ow.
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Exemplar response: Candidate A

o0 Colnobitofion 1§ camotlher woy of socuing iving togetler

»

()

This is correct, but the answer is incomplete as it Ls not clear who or how
many people are Living together. (1 out of 2 marks)

One loww stoctes youn com™ get morrieel wntil yow are 16 s flae stame cge ot which v
clun STt o Weowve sex.

Despite it being short, this answer does what the question asks. Two areas
that have age-related Laws are corvectly tdentified. (4 out of 4 marks)

There cre exfencded fomilies (porents cael chilehren canel gromelenilehrenw, Soame se X counples
tonel stnedlent Walls of resiclence.

The first and second examples are fine, but it isn't necessary to define
‘extended’. However, student halls do wot constitute a household. (4 out of &
marks)

Cliledrew s UG &S Si¥ wSeek Yoo work {:G&C/_\/O(‘ s, bt the Feoctor “u AcX S‘kopp&& flus.
A\So T’( WS wlicle C/O*\/V\P\A\SO‘(‘ U ’j(o go J(o Sc\oal. ﬂ\QS& "(wo ’\’\,\'\\AgS combrine ch '\’cr gx\/e, clilehrew
Co C/\/\i\d\mooc‘*

A promising introduction because it sets the sceme and explains that the
answer will Look at changes tn childhood over time. tt would be better if there
were some reference to children’s position within the family.

Ase mechical celvtanees wmeont chilehren conled live longer, winiclh wmprovecl their lives. Foumily
size got Swmaller cinel the controcepstive pill meonnt women conled clhoose whew To love
clhiledrenm el how wonny o lawve. Al tle eviddence 6 thot women are puting off Wowving
clhiledrem vl later so they com have oo gooek career el earin enongh money o look
ofter fhem

To Lmprove the answer, the points made here coula be developed to
specifically answer the question, e.g. the point about women controlling the
timing and size of families could be broadened to discuss how this gives
rise to more child-centred families.

There cre o ot of lows felling clildhren what o dlon Yo cre wot able o get wmarrieed
wil 18 conel o hawve: Fo stoy i Sehool Ll tlis cge. Tis 6 boflh o gooel cunel bovel thing
K cllows Uong people the chomce Yo c}e,'\’ 1\,\0&: icoTiows el Sor o ow ‘o ge/"( oy good\ Yolo,
bt some don™ woent fo stoy e sclhool, wihickh S wlay They plocy Trcat This will get worse
§ They [ the cge o 10

This paragraph about restrictions placed on children coula be opened wup to
tnelude the idea that children are economically dependent on parents for a
long time. It would thew specifically address the gquestion.
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So overall clhilehren are i oo better posilion Thon they wseel to be. They dow™ have to gor
fo wort conel -l(\,\w ge/'k e chanee fo go fo Sclool S "(\I\Q/V\ Clun ewnjoy Glowing wp Coned coon
be ke children for longer This ks gof o be better thom working frowm the cge of siv
conel wot being able to go o schhool

This final paragraph attempts to reach a conclusion, but on how much
children are better off wow thaw in the past, with no specific mention of their
place in the family.

This answer contains quite a Lot of potentially relevant material and
demonstrates quite good knowledge, but it is not always well applied. The
Lnterpretation is weak because the focus is not always own the question
asked. The candidate has reinterpreted the question to be about changes in
chilahood in general, but the question asked for discussion on the position
within the family. Analysis is not well developed, as the candidate does not
always discuss the significance of the points made.

To Lmprove, the candidate needs to focus more on the position of children in
the family and to explain wmore fully the impact of the points raised, e.g.
how Laws tmpact on children. FiwaLLg the answer needs to be wmore up to date,
perhaps by considering the rise of conswmerism.

(13 out of 24 marks)

@ w e post T wes assimecd thot there wos one wmovin Tuype of foumily conel Tlot e
we ey of people liveed i e wnclear fomily However some Sociologists were crfical of
"(\,\e, OLSSV»\N\p'k‘\OV\ —“\O\»—k St o ‘POL\/V\\\U\ WS ’k\,\e, wo .

Now we howve gof cifferent types of foumilies suclh as extenclec,, swngle porent cunel even
GorUu conples, So mibe we Showleh Stop Talbing cbou® e foumily’ cnel replocce T withh e
Ferm Yhonselhalel. 1§ we clich this, we counled inclnede Stuclenw s whho Shore oo howse s well oS
chilelless counples canel oled people who lve cilone.

This is not a very strong opening, most of it copied sections of the item,
often word for word. This is not, therefore, scoring any marks. only the
candidate’s knowledge of different types of households can be rewarded.

Twe wnclecr ‘@O\\Mi\u\ become less popw\&d‘ cdter womew’s -..’7»\,\"(5 come own the scene. Womew
i not woent Ko put L withh being Seconed class so flhey fought cgoinst wmen conel moany got
Avorced Alse becounse women conleh now wort Just ke men They counld have Their own
nckepenelence canel Tnis meont they cichn™ weecd fo get marrieed or Xo stoey warriee
"(L\Q/u\ k™ wint {o-

This Ls much better as it starts to discuss women’s rights. However it misses
the chawnce to apply this knowledge by discussing how these changes bmpact
on household diversity. There is wo mention of how divorce can create Lowe-
parent, reconstituted and single-person households. tt could also make

the point that women’s economic inoependence has Led to the rise of what
sociologists call ‘creative singlehood’, i.e. people, often women, choosing to
Live alone.
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Another big claomnge Was been the rise of eflunic minerties. Brfain wow Was wore of
Tlhese types of foamilies thoun i the post canel researcn Shows they core wore licely Yo be
exfenclecd TWis S tmother recson wiay The wnelear fomily s 1ess poplar cuned S we lowger
e worim.

Goy (ights howve wme oot Tha gaus are wo longer chiserimimeteed cigoninst aunel ey com live
Togetlher i they woan® This 6 cnother extimple of Sometliing thet 5 wot oo wnelear foumily

Potentially relevant points relating to ethnic minorities and same-sex
couples are not developed. The candidate could go beyond the basic assertion
that ethnic minorities have extended families, perhaps by quoting studies
that support this view or even to question if this is the case for all ethnic
minorities, espec'mLLg second and third generation.

So we com clearly see thod the wunclear fomily nsecl fo be the norm bt wow we Woove
ofher ‘k\,\‘w\gs Snclh S gy conples cuned etlhanic minories So TF S wol the o Gonvmore.

This attempts a concluston, but actuaLLg\just restates Poiwts aLreadg made.

This is a limited response. tnstead of making use of ttem A, the candidate
merely recycles it, often word for word. Material introduced from elsewhere
is fairly basic and remains very underdeveloped. Also the candidate doesn't
obviously evaluate the material, e.g. by questioning if we really are more
diverse thaw in the past or, tndeed, iLf the nuclear famLLg ever was the morm.
The candidate’s analysis is weak because most points are simply stated
rather thaw developed or explained.

(11 out of 24 marks)
Total: 33 out of 60 marks

Grade: this would nwormally be somewhere around the C grade
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Exemplar response: Candidate B

oo This refers o whew Twe people cloose fo live together oS wmown cunel wite bt clo wot get

weurrie ek

This s a wmore complete answer than candidate A’s Ln that Lt says how
many people are living together ano what the relationship is. (2 out of 2
marks)

L TS conmntry yow coumnoT lecve sSclhool Lntil 16 cunel Yo covnme vofe wntil /8.

o)

Again there Ls enough to gain maximuwm marks without going tnto too
much detail (Leaving more time to answer the essay questions). (4 out of 4
marks)

ewplywe st fomilies
© extended fomilies

- Slnclents o Shore o onse

AlL three are acceptable responses. Bullet Lists of lncomplete sentences are
fine for short-answer questions. (& out of & marks)

D w e post T was sovick et chilehren Showlol be ‘Seen bt wot Wearel. Todoy we Wewve

C/\I\O\,V\%w ‘ko‘ka\\u\ Cowed Scrc/i&‘h/\ WS become more childh-cevtreek | will lool ot how This Wes
C/\/\G\\N:}Q/Qk ciledrew’s poSTk'\ov\ \o\)\'l(\/\'\v\ 'ﬂz\Q/ ‘PO&\/\I\\\D\

A good opening paragraph. It interprets the question clearly, introduces the
concept of ‘child-centeredness’ and explains what the essay will do.

Before wmcdunstricdisation childhren wsecd fo wort just like every other member of e
fomily As Aries woted, They were ministeehn (s conel porrents chicd wot feel fhe weedl Yo Yrect
Thewm differently Things chongeed i e 9 centinry whew the Foetory Acts bovnedd
chiledren from worting el the Edducotion Act moele fhem attened school This turnedl
chilchren £rom con economic tsset o tun economic licbility, wihiclh wetns they becoume
expensive Yo hove 65 porents el o look cffer them bt they couled not bring ooy
money for the foamily

Awnother good paragraph. Note the reference to a study (Arigs) and the point
about the impact of different Acts. It scores marks for analysis because it
explains how these acts changed the position of children.

Aso Fne ndoant mortalidy recte fell Mcleown Soviek Ahis woes e o clecan water, wihick
helpeck recuce disease So childhren Whoekl oo betfer clhonee Xo survive. As oo result of s,
porrents hoed fewer chiledren becounse they bnew They wonldd survive. H alse wme ot porents
cloangeed Their cffifueles Aowarels their chilelren. They stoateel to develop munc closer
boweds coned Tlais wes the stourt of e child-cewtred fomily

This clearly discusses how a decline in infant mortality had an lmpact on
children. tt would help if the candidate Located this as occuring around the
turn of the 19th/20th century.
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As Te 20% cevtiry went ow aclverticers storted to farget chilhren. Firstly this was
Teentgers witlh pop music bt wow 5 even yornger childhren wiho howve foshion canel filwas
waeke. for Thewm. We wow Woove So\mej’(\,\‘w\% cedleck Lp&S’\’&f powe P i e cans cailelrew Se e
Things ow TV canel clemtinel them from their porents wiho give i canel Spenel lots of wmoney
o thewm, especiclly ot Caristmes coanel for Their birtieloy, Clilehren wow Wawve oo bigger soy
o wWhet goes on v the family suclh 65 where Yo go on holidhay cunel Some parrents even
o howse fo c}e/‘k Thewr children wto c}ood Scloals.

Some good examples of how children’s position has changed. tt would be
even better if it finished with a sentence that pulls the points together, e.g.
‘All these things show that children have a greater say in their lives anol
exercise more control in the family thaw in the past.’

H s alse fhe case thot childhren hawve more rights, eq i pourewts wound Yo chiverce,
childhren comm wow Wovve o Sy v where they will live, unlte w fhe past whew T was
deciclech for them.

Brief, but makes a good point. candidate could build on this by exploring
the growth of children’s rights, i.e. by discussing the Children Act 1989
wmore fully, and wmodern concern for children’s welfare and protection
against abuse.

So we com e Thot children are wow ot the centre of wmony families. Porents wort
hored To get Thewm tlhings cunel Sociefy sees clhilddhoodd s oo Specicd Time where chilelrew
S\/\omld e \o\lw va\d P o’k%’\’w

overall this answer has a very clear and logical structure as it starts off

bn pre-industrial times and comes right up to date. The candidate also
Lnterprets the question correctly and applies the information well. A number
of relevant concepts, e.g. child-centred, economic asset, economic liability
and pester power, are introduced.

Awnother strength is that the answer Links polnts together in order to discuss
thelr Lmportance, e.9. in paragraph 2 where the lmpact of the different Acts
Ls discussed and in paragraph = where the point about the fall in tnfant
wmortality is developed to show how this had an impact on children within
the family.

This answer could be improved by presenting some alternatives ideas
to give a wmore balanced response. It suggests that children are central
to the family; it could go o to look at possible class, gender or cultural
differences in children’s experiences and also consider the restrictions
fawilies place on children, e.g. on choice of friends, use of Leisure time.

(12 out of 24 marks)
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@) Functionaists suclh 6 Poursons believe the wucleor fomily & the woruma coned clovim TS s
The best fype of fomilu The New Right goo furtlier cunel clovinm lowe—pocrent foumilies cure
dusfumetional as They don™t sociclise Their children properiy Others crficise TS view
conel point to flhe medjor clioinges e festyles w the last port of tlhe 20t cenfury Vost-
mocke MnisTs oy we e e tpick conel miX’ Socie Yy tonel we Wanve waciny Tupe s of foamilie s coned
howsehalos, For extample, Stome=5e ¥ couples tre more cieceptable Yodoy conel they coon wow
legolly ceelopt chilehrem. Alse we hawve seew the rise of creative Swglelooe where people,
ofen women, choose o live clone.

Lots of good points, which score quite a few marks. tt shows good
knowledge of competing perspectives and tntroduces a few concepts such as
dysfunctional and ‘pick and mix’. However it jumps straight in and fails
to really introduce the essay or give a clue about what will be discussed.

Highh chivorce rates wmerense the wambers of lone-parent foumilies bt os wowny locter get
morCieel trgiiin we 526 more reconStrtnteel or Step fomilies More stuelents are going o
wnive sy, o we see more Stuelenw s slhouring oo house.

candidate adds to their List of household types and suggests some
reasons for thelr tncrease. More marks could be gained with a Little more
explanation, e.g. divorce rates are higher due to changes in the law anal
differences in social attitudes. Other reasons for the rise of Lone-parent
families could be discussed, such as secularisation or tncreased social
acceptability.

Not everyone Tlainks fomily civersity s that greot. Chester faleedd about e weo-
conventionil fomily e sciied moSt people live i o have liveed i to wnelecr foumily Swpport
for him comes from evidence That mony who Gre wol w o wnclear fomily wonld lice fo
be i owe, eg wtny Single people ture wiling o get wmanrrieck

Awn excellent point. It addresses the question and uses a theorist to make
the point that whew we discuss diversity we often only give one side.
However, it Ls too abrupt as a final paragraph and gives nothing by way of
a conclusion.

overall, although this is shorter than candidate A’s response, it has a much
greater focus o the guestion and there is the basis for a very good answer.
Note the references to sociologists and to perspectives. These are bmportant
because they show that candidate B has interpreted the question well

and applied knowledge to directly address the question. The answer also
mentions quite a few types of families and households.

The candidate also introduces a sense of debate between those who think
diversity is Lmportant and those who think it is overstated, as well as some
analysis in discussing some of the causes of diversity.

This answer could be Lmproved by developing some of the good points it

makes, e.9. why the New Right thinks lone parents don't socialise chiloren
properly or what exactly Ls meant bg ‘plek anol mix’ societg. The candidate
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could also make more use of ttem A by discussing why the cereal packet
Lmage became so common. Finally, other factors that promote diversity
could be explored.

(13 out of 24 wmarks)

Total: 43 out of 60 marks

Grade: this should be enough to secure a grade A
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