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Unit 1: The nature of crime, deviance and social control   
(pages 126–131)
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Methodology
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Unit 2: Crime statistics (1) (pages 132–138)
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Unit 2: Crime statistics (2) (pages 138–141)
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Sociology in Focus Teaching and Assessment CD-ROM  © Pearson Education, 2009

Very small proportion 
of all offenders 3% crimes

Self-report
Studies

Self-report 
Studies

Official  
statistics

Conviction

Caution

Self-completed 
questionnaire

Interviews
Methods

Scrutinised

Police priorities 
and perceptions

Reflect

Criminals?Male

Working class

Young

Police 
priorities

Imprisioned

Convicted

Cautioned

Reveal

Caught

Arrested

Remanded

Tried

Found guilty

Male juvenile 
delinquency

Typical of young, 
working-class, males Lists of 

crimes

Child 
abuse

Punished

Over-focused

Partial viewCriminals

Crime

Omit
Adult crimes

Fraud

Hidden crimes

Middle-class 
crimes

No clear distinction

Fairly trivial offences

Limited number of offences

Law-abiding

Offenders

Court records

National 
Prison Survey 
(1991)

Police caution 
records

80% male

41% under 21

Official 
Sources

Age

Class

Gender

Ethinicity

41% 
Males

Unskilled 
manual

Over-representation 
of minorities

Partly-skilled manual

Predominantly male

African Caribbean

62% inmates 
under 30

Males	

Over-representation 
Maguire (2002) 

People with  
disturbed childhoods

Poorly-educated 
people

Poor people

Law-abiding

Black people

Ethnicity

Black

White
Little difference

Crime is 
normal

Frequent lawbreaking rare

More male crime

22-25 
year-old

Gender 30% males 
admitted crime

4% females 
admitted crime

Class

Lower classes 
more criminal

Street crime

Underclass

Problems?

Long-term 
unemployed

Welfare dependents

Crimes of the poor
Police priority

High visibility

Frequent inclusion 
in self-report studies

Age

Youth  
over-represented

Crimes

High visibility
Frequent inclusion in 
self-report studies

More-likely to be reported

Lower class 
rather than 
middle class –  
Chambliss 
(1969)

Offenders

Crimes

Social characteristics 
of offenders

Crime statistics (2)



Crime and deviance: Revision maps  122Crime and deviance: Revision maps

Revision maps

Representations

Methodology
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Unit 3: Media representations of crime (pages 141–146)
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Explaining crime  
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subcultural theory (1)
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Unit 4: Explaining crime and deviance: functionalism, strain theory and 
subcultural theory (1) (pages 147–146)
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Unit 4: Explaining crime and deviance: functionalism, strain theory and 
subcultural theory (2) (pages 150–157)
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Unit 5: Interactionism and labelling theory (pages 158–163)
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Unit 6: Marxism and radical criminology (pages 164 –167)
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Unit 7: Right realism, social order and social control (pages 167–171)
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Unit 8: Left realism, social order and social control (pages 172–176)
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Unit 9: Globalisation and crime (pages 176–184)
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Unit 11: Gender and crime (2) (pages 191–198)
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Unit 12: Age and crime (pages 198–200)

Evaluation

Small proportion of offenders

Sample
Small

Unrepresentative

Can’t generalise

Exaggerates

White-collar crimes
Older people

Less
Visible

Reporting

Self-report  
studies

Similar picture

Mirror age-crime curve
Convictions

Cautions

Evaluation

Official  
statistics

Young  
people

Males

Females

Aged 19

Aged 15

Common  
crimes

Western  
societies

Rises steeply 
from 10 - 18

Declines  
sharply to 24

24+ long,  
slow decline

Different

Females

Males

Ethnicities

Social  
groups

Historical  
periods

Similar  
age-crime curve

Theft

Drug  
offences

Violence  
against the person

Burglary

Sentenced

Cautioned
Highest  
offenders

Social Trends  
(2004)

Highest  
rate

Control  
theory

Social  
bonds

Children

Parents

Adults

Partners

Children

Friends

Colleagues

Adolescents/ 
young adults

Loose parental bonds

No permanent adult
Relationships

Commitments

Less  
constrained

Deviance

Crime

Evaluation

Regular  
offenders

Less  
offending

Stable  
relationship

Steady job

Explains
Rising crime

Doesn’t explain
Falling crime

Adolescent  
freedom

Why crime?

Adolescence

Adulthood

Childhood

Adulthood

Independence

Status

Respect

Peer group

Transition

Seek

Dependency  
solution

Criminal  
activities

Reject  
constraints

Conventional society

Express

Independence

Gain
Status

Respect

Status frustration  
(Cohen, 1955)Delinquent  

subculture

Falling  
criminal  
activity

Independent

Adult status

Don’t need gestures of  
independence (Smith, 2002)

Proportion  
of young  
offenders

Offend in  
groups

Public offences

More
Visible

Reporting

More offences (Smith, 2002)

Focus
Male juvenile delinquency

Lists of  
crimes

Typical

Young  
males

Street  
crime

Omit Hidden  
crimes

Adult  
crimes

Child  
abuse

Domestic  
violence

Independence

Freedom

Autonomy

Respect

Age-crime 
curve

Independence  
and status

Data

Age and crime

Revision maps

Sociology in Focus Teaching and Assessment CD-ROM  © Pearson Education, 2009



Crime and deviance: Revision maps  134

Revision maps

Sheffield 
(Bottoms  

et al., 1989)

Croydon 
(Morris, 1957)

Conclusion

Area offence 
rates

The Chicago 
School

Area offender 
rates in Britain

Spatial  
distribution

Sociology in Focus Teaching and Assessment CD-ROM  © Pearson Education, 2009

Location and 
crime

‘Problem-family’ estates

Validity

Unit 13: Location and crime (pages 200–205)

Low-income  
council estates

Low-income areas

 

Town and city areas

Burglary

Vehicle-related

Violent crime

Distinctive neighbourhoods

Characteristic lifestyle

Suburbs

Lowest crime rates

High population turnover

Cultural heterogeneity

Economic factors

Delinquency

Target attractiveness

Accessibility

Zone 1

Zone 5

Crime in  
particular places

Convicted burglars

Highest offences

Outskirt developments

Growth of cities

Five zones 
(Shaw & McKay, 
1942)

 �

Social  
disorganisation

Evaluation

Traditional cities

 �

Residential 
districts

British Crime 
Survey  (2003)

Opportunity 
theory

Routine activities 
theory

Zone of transition

Inner city

Highest crime rates

High population turnover

Cultural heterogeneity

Cheap accommodation

Similar results

City centres

Population stability

Professionals

Multi-ethnic

High proportion

Close to low-
income areas

Highest offences

Highest crime rate

Offender rates

	 Local authority housing policies

Delinquents

Stonewall estate

Main Road

Similar social factors

Gardenia estate

Evaluation

Class

Offending

Key factor

Crime

Shaw & McKay

Chicago School

Tipping

Informal controls

Three stages

Offender areas

Local areas

Little account wider 
changes

Social

Economic

Police statistics

Victim studies

300% higher offending

Problem-family’ estate

Negative reputation

Questions link

Questions social 
disorganisation 

theory

Local housing 
market

Location studies

Methodology

Causes

Lack of social cohesion

Little sense of community

Weak social controls

Cognitive maps 
(Brantingham, 1984)

Social disorganisation

Broken windows 
(Wilson & Kelling, 2003)

Spiral decay 
(Skogan,1990)

Process of change   
(Schuerman & 

Kobrin,1986)

Downward spiral

Familiarity

Breakdown

Disorder

Physical

Social

Undermine neighbourliness

Increase safety concerns

Area stigmatised

Informal controls weakened

Low rate

High rate

Size

Make-up

Land-use

Population

Economic status

Area geography

Familiar places

Familiar routes

Offenders

Evidence

Rengert &  
Wasilchick  (2000)

Carter & Hill (1979)

Sheffield 
 (Wiles & Costello, 2000)

Other cites

Major factor

Correspondence

Familiar locations

Places they frequent

Routes they travel

Likely offenders

Attractive targets

Absence of capable  
guardians

Low-income areas

Inner city

High-income areas

Shopping malls

Entertainment complexes

Reduced inner-city offences



Crime and deviance: Revision maps  135

Revision maps

Crime 
displacement

‘Broken 
windows’ 

(Wilson & 
Kelling, 2003)

Effectiveness 
(Clarke, 2003)

Crime

Target  
hardening

Surveillance

Informal  
controls

Evaluation

Zero-tolerance 
policing

Structural/societal 
approaches

Situational  
approaches

Individual  
approaches

Sociology in Focus Teaching and Assessment CD-ROM  © Pearson Education, 2009

Social control, 
crime reduction 
and social policy

Physical opportunities

Increase

Reduces crime

Disorder

Crime reduction

Reduce

Clampdown

Partnership

		

Evaluation

Community breakdown

Downward spiral

Police

Evaluation

Unit 14: Social control, crime reduction and social policy (1) (pages 205–213)

Incapacitation

Deterrence

Reform

Evaluation

Community

Types

Evaluation

Inequality

Relative  
deprivation

Some programmes 
reduce crime

Some programmes 
ineffective

Causes

Reduction

Classless society

Communism

Societal change

Practical proposals

Causes

Reduction

Crime

Early  
intervention

 �

Imprisonment

Community 
sentences

Crime �

Strain

Subcultural

Marxist

Evaluation

Left realism

Individuals prone to crime

Change individual behaviours

Inequality

Change society

Remove barriers

Remove barriers

Few practical proposals

Equal opportunity

Equal opportunity

Free from

Fear of punishment

Prevents re-offending

Little evidence for 
crime reduction

Reduce  
re-offending

Anti-social behaviour

Minor offences

Disorder

Incivility

Community

Police

Zero-tolerance?

Other factors?

Opportunities

Benefits outweigh risks

Observe

Deter

Other areas

Other forms of crime

Sense of community

Social solidarity

Rising crime

Economic disadvantage?

Detection

Risks

Chances of failure 

Causes

Reduction

Disadvantaged groups

Supporting families

Pre-school  
enrichment programmes

Evaluation

Create

Gossip

Public opinion

Parental control

Public surveillance

Income

Wealth

Opportunity

Exploitation

Oppression

Conflicts of interest

Inequalities

Rehabilitation orders

Punishment order

Curfew orders

Maintain order

Apply rules

Community partnership

Meritocractic

Democratic participation

Prevents further crimes

Longer sentences

Reduce

Operation  
Head Start

Punishment

Rehabilitation

Treatment

Supervision

As effective as prisons   
(Brownlee, 1998)

More preferable?

Some programmes



Crime and deviance: Revision maps  136

Revision maps

Tough on crime

Crime reduction

Tough on the  
causes of crime

Cutting Crime: 
(2008-11)

Conservative policy 
(1979-1997)

Social policy 
(1945-1979)

Labour policy 
(1997-2008)

Training

Education

Detection

Appropriate  
penalties

Sociology in Focus Teaching and Assessment CD-ROM  © Pearson Education, 2009

Social control, 
crime reduction 
and social policy

Serious Organised 
Crime Agency

Social Exclusion

Poverty reduction

Unemployment

Education

Social inclusion

Unit 14: Social control, crime reduction and social policy (2) (pages 205–213)

Target hardening

Surveillance

Treatment

Rehabilitation

Apprehension

Punishment

Individual

Situational

Crime

Inequality

Poverty

Unemployment

Educational failure

Income

Wealth

Opportunity

Labour Party,1945 
- sets post-war 
agenda

Youth

Personal  
advisors

Duties of  
citizenship

Increased  
imprisonment

Targeting

Zero-tolerance

Action Zones

Improve underachieving schools

Poverty

Unemployment

Educational failure

Problems

Solutions

Crime reduction

Focus on  
organised crime

Crime reduction

Reducing

Coordinated 
strategy

Generates crime

Social services

Health

Housing

Criminal justice 

Situational  
approach

LocalMulti- 
agency

ASBOs

Persistent  
offenders

New Deal  
(1998)

Reduce

Structural/societal 
approach

Offenders

1960s – increasing concern 
with law and order

Rising crime

Increased

‘War on crime’

Approaches

Police expenditure

Sentencing

Prison building

Health

Education

Poverty

Crime

Urban 
renewal

Minimum wage

Working Families Tax Credit

National Childcare Strategy

Increased Child Benefit

Sure Start

End-to-end approach

Early intervention

Situational prevention

Enforcement

Reducing re-offending



Crime and deviance: Revision maps  137 137

Revision maps

Methodology

Durkheim

Evaluation

Types

Sociology in Focus Teaching and Assessment CD-ROM  © Pearson Education, 2009

Suicide (1)

Social facts

Suicide rates

Scientific

Positivist?

Realist?

Unit 15: Suicide (1) (pages 214–224)

Linked to society

Not psychological explanation

Recession

Prosperity  

Unmarried

Childless

Integration

Regulation

Unreliable

Invalid

Social facts

Unobservable  
social currents

Higher

Lower

Balance

Unbalanced

No operational definition

Integration

Suicide statistics

Positivism

Married

Disorder

Quantifiable?

Unscientific

Coroner’s interpretations

Coroner’s decisions

Social  
factors

Differences between countries remained

Altruism

Fatalism

Egoism

Anomie

Integration

Regulation

Identified

Correlated

Exist outside individuals

Collective ways

Objectively external things

Acting 

Thinking

Socialisation

Religion

Family size

Marital status

Causal relationships

Study of human society

Procedures of the natural sciences

Slavery

Rapid social  
change

Altruistic

Egoistic

Fatalistic

Anomic

Regulation too strong

Excessive regulation

Oppressive discipline

Integration too strong

Acting unselfishly

Suicide
Hindu India

Inuit (Eskimo) society

Japanese kamikaze  
pilots

Disrupts norms

Normlessness

Moral vacuum

Integration too weak

Transition to modernity

Regulation too weak

Modern societies

Excess of individualism

Less moral pressure

Sense of duty

Examples

Levels

Correlations

Non-directly observable facts

Social currents

Directly observable facts

Social facts

Social facts

Real laws discoverable

Invisible underlying 
causes

Varied between  
different countries

Falling

Rise and fall

Variations

Explanation

Sociological  
explanation

Suicide rate

Economic

War

Political  
upheaval

Different groups

Same society

Example

Social integration

Social regulation

Social order



Crime and deviance: Revision maps  138 138

Crime and deviance: Revision maps

Realism
(Taylor, 
1982)

Definitions and 
meanings  

(Douglas, 1967)

Maxwell Atkinson  
(1978 )

Sociology in Focus Teaching and Assessment CD-ROM  © Pearson Education, 2009

Suicide (2)

Suicide

Methods

Coroner

Evaluation

Unit 15: Suicide (2) (pages 214–224)

Unreliable

Invalid

Stability

Predictability

Change

Unexpected

No hope

Determined to die

Appeal suicides

Sacrifice suicides

Tortured by uncertainty

Gamble with life

Certainty

Uncertainty

Self-identity

Relationships

Certainty

Uncertainty

State of mind

Mental and physical health

Social problems

Life history

Reconstruct a suicide 
biography

Unrepresentative  
sample

Type

Place

Circumstances

History of mental illness

Recent loss

Financial difficulties
Source of shared meanings?

Hindess (1973)

Coroner’s common-
sense theory

Cues

Primary

Secondary

Suicide notes

Death

Sacrifice / Submissive / 
certainty

Appeal / Thanatation / 
uncertainty

Ectopia and inner-directed

Symphysis and  
other-directed

Psychological detachment

Moral insulation

Thanatation

Submissive

Actor’s intentions

Immediate social situations

Inquests

Suicide

No reality beyond

Typical suicide

Coroners

Coroner’s records

No objective knowledge of society?

Imbalances

Normal life  
balance

Suicide

Coroners’ focus

Official definitions

Suicide rates

Suicide

‘Method’

‘Persons under trains’

Defining suicide acts

Underlying  
motivations

Types

Evaluation

Covers

Case studies

Undeveloped 
theory

Successful suicide

Unsuccessful suicide

All types of suicide

Case study
Not just a meaning

More likely

Complete

Underlying, unobservable structures

Causal processes

Determined to die

Suicidal gestures

Cry for help

Unrepresentative sample

Suicide notes

Diaries

Patterns

Cultural beliefs

Death

Biography

Inquests

Coroner’s officer

Acts?

Rates?

Friends

Family

Patterns of meaning

Link

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Suicide statistics

Evaluation

Revenge

Search for help

Escape

Repentance

Self-punishment

Coroner

Police

Doctors

Victim

Family

Statistics

Rates

Causality?

Analysis

Interviews

Classify suicides into types

Unreliable

Invalid

Social constructions

Negotiated meanings

Complex interactions

Successful concealment

Meaning

Phenomenological 
approach

Categorising

Observation

Interviews

Documents

Social construction

Real, objective, suicide

Valid suicide

No reality beyond meanings?


