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Keywords  


& Concepts to revise





AGE IDENTITIES


Stages in the life course


Is age important?  Just a number?


Youth (what is it?)


Middle age (what is it?)


Old age (what is it?)


Laslett’s (1991) ‘First age’, ‘second age’ and ‘third age.’


How do the 6 agents reinforce age identity?





CLASS IDENTITIES


Marxism and class (proletariat / bourgeoisie)


Bourdieu and Capital (very important – learn!)  Economic capital / Cultural Capital / Social Capital.  (Bourdieu is a neo-Marxist)


Working class identity (what is it?)


Middle class identity (what is it?)


Upper class identity (what is it?)


How is class identity reinforced by the 6 agents of socialisation?





ETHNIC IDENTITIES


Important as the pre-released is in this area.


Modood (2005) Remember him:  Said ethnicity was a number of factors – culture, background, food, ancestry etc.


Ethnicity & Nationality (know the difference)


Hybridity (two cultures mixing to create something new:  Can refer to people or products)


How do the 6 agents reinforce ethnic identity?





GENDER IDENTITIES


Sex / Gender roles


How are children socialised into gender roles? (Toys, language etc)


Gender is socially constructed


Instrumental / expressive roles


Femininities – passive/normative/ethnic


Masculinities – hegemonic / subordinated / complicit / marginalised etc


How do the 6 agents reinforce gender identity?








Passive Identity:  An identity that you either born or socialised into (gender, age, class, ethnicity)


Active Identity:  Identities that people pursue (chase) eg: Being an environmental campaigner, singer or footballer.





SAMENESS:


Characteristics or features that you share with others.





It can often push you towards adopting particular norms and values.





Eg) If someone wanted to identify themselves as a Goth they would dress a certain way, listen to a certain type of music and socialise in certain places.





Think about when you first meet someone – you might look for things that you have in common (so you can IDENTIFY with one another)











Jenkins made a clear distinction between identity (individual) and collective identity (group identity).  





I.e.)  Identity fraud is the theft of one person’s identity.











Argues that for someone to have an identity, an element of choice is required.





Individuals choose to identify with something or somebody.


Identity is about ‘belonging’.





Identity:





DIFFERENCE:


The Idea that certain characteristics/features of your identity make you different from others.





It may be that an individual decides to adopt an identity to be different from others





If you look around you, you will see people that are different from you in many respects.  You might see a Goth and not identify with them (difference) but that Goth will identify with other Goths (sameness)





What is it?


A hard to define concept


People think identity mean different things





A useful way of defining identity is to think of identity as SAMENESS and DIFFERENCE.











