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Basit (1997)


Suggested ethnic identities are changeable (a bit like Back’s ‘cultural masks’ idea)





Interviewed British Asian schoolgirls who suggested that they combine elements of British and Asian cultures.





They created their identity based on their Asian culture’s ethnicity, language and religion – but in a British context.





The girls were unique – a true example of hybridity as their parents suggested that the girls would not feel comfortable living in the country of their ethnic origin (eg, Bangladesh or Pakistan) because of the impact of British culture upon them. 








Modood (1997)


Found that ethnic identities in the UK were changing.





Things like wearing ethnic clothes were less important for young people than for their parents.





Young people were more likely to be political and upfront about their ethnicity.





Second generation immigrants were more likely to see themselves as British compared to first generation immigrants.








Ballard (1979)


Found that many South Asians did not feel that they had to choose between their home culture and British culture.





It was suggested that many had found a culture of their own that was a hybrid of they 2 cultures.  What is now referred to as ‘Brasian’.








Back (1996)


Researched new hybrid identities.





Young people played with different cultural ‘masks’ and different styles.





Inter-ethnic friendships and marriages mean that groups borrow ideas from each other.





This has led to the blurring of boundaries between ethnic groups.








Johal and Bains (1998)


British-Asians (often called ‘Brasians’) have a number of different identities depending on who they are with: friends/peers at school; family at home.





Johal and Bains suggest some of these people can ‘code-switch’ – behaving one way with friends and another way with family.





This code switching is often based around ethnic/issues in the home – (eg) The mixed-race, British born children in ‘East is East’ or Jess in ‘Bend it Like Beckham.’








Sociological views / studies into Hybridity





Gilroy (2000)


Suggested Black Americans who adopt ‘gangsta’ fashions and develop hegemonic masculinities as a response to racism have in fact made themselves the tools of exploitation by white-run global economies.





Their styles and fashions are stolen and sold to white consumers who do not share the views of African-American culture.





Black culture (especially music and fashion) has become a commodity to be bought and sold.








Gilroy (1987)


Black and white culture has become mixed together to create new hybrid identities








