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Unit 4 — Social Inequalities

What is social inequality and stratification? [ ]
Different examples of stratification [ 1]
Sociologists explanations of social class [ 1]
Unequal division of wealth, income, status and power [ ]
Inequalities based on gender, ethnicity religion and age [ ]
Life chances [ 1
What is poverty? []
Structural explanations for poverty [ ]
Cultural explanation for poverty [ ]
How poverty is measured [ ]

[ ]

[ ]

Which groups most likely to experience poverty?
Does class matter today (Classless society)

Unit 5 - Power

Defining power legal rational, coercion, authority [ ]
What is a democracy and views of it [ ]
Threats to democracy. [ 1]
What is the state and views of it [ ]
Participation in the political process [ ]
Age, gender, ethnicity, region, religion and voting
patterns.

What are pressure groups?

Tactics used by pressure groups

Pluralist and conflict view of pressure groups
Barriers to political participation

Social status of MPs (Power distribution)
Volunteering

How the government has tackled poverty,
unemployment and discrimination [ ]
Power relationship between parents and children, in
classrooms and schools and the public and work [ ]

ecklst Paper 2

Unit 6 — Crime and deviance

Difference between crime and deviance
Deviance as relative
Formal and informal social control

Functionalist and Marxist views of social control

Measuring crime (statistics)

Problems with measuring crime (statistics)
Non-Sociological views of crime
Sociological views of crime

Subcultural theory

Labelling theory

Media and crime

Gender and crime

Age and crime

Ethnicity and crime

Location and crime

Victims and crime

Communities and crime

Types of crime/social class

Youth crime as a social problem

Racially motivated crime as a social problem
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GCSE Soclology {jnk: 2 Revision Nowes

Within this pack you will find:
TRevision Notes
Useful Websites

(sample exam papers will be given out |ater)

In Unit 2 you have studied:

o Gocial Stratification: Compulsory
e TResearch Methods: Compulsory
e (Crime and Deviance: Qption 1

e Power and Politics: Option 2

In the exams you have an hour and a half. (Jhit 2 is 50% ahd Will have to ahswer short questions
that inCorporate and SocCial Stratification and Research Methods (unit 2). You will thenh answer
3 essays, two 10 marks anhd onhe 20 mark. In Jnit 2 you choose from Crime ahd DeviancCe or
Power and Politics. You only answer ONE topic and you must answer all 3 guestions for that
topic.

If you have any guestions then come and see me!

Good Luck,

Miss Cadman!
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What is stratification?

GtratifiCation desCribes the way ih which different groups of people are placed withinh society.
The status Of people is oftenh determined by how society is Stratified - the basis of whiCch Can
include;
o Wealth and income - This is the most Common basis of stratifiCation
gocial Class
Ethnicity
Gender
Political status
TReligion (e.g. the caste system in India)

O O O O o

The stratifiCation Of society is alsO based uponh either ah open, Or Closed, system.

OPEN CLOSED
Ctatus is achieved through merit, and effort. [Status is asCribed, rather thah achieved.
This is sometimes Khownh as @ meritoCracy. The PAsCribed status Cah be based upon several

UK is a relatively open society, although factors, such as family background (e.g. the
disadvantaged groups Within society face a feudal system consists of landowners and
S1aSS Cceiling. serfs). Political fFactors may also play a role (e.s.

societies organised on the basis of communism),
aS Cah ethnicity (e.g. the former apartheid
regime in South AfriCa) and religion.

ctructure of inequality

The power of the elite within society is based upon;
e Ihcome
. Wealth
o A hetwork Of sOCial Cohnhections — sometimes kKhown as the ‘old boys hetwork’

In contrast the |east powerful withinh soCiety have few opportunities to esCape from poverty.
There are different explahations for this. For example the New Right sociologist Charles
Murray argued that the poorest members of society had become too reliant uponh welfare
benefits. This had led to a gradual |0sS in the ability of the poor to adopt Values that would
take them out Of poverty; such as self-reliance and personal initiative. Most people Within
society are neither riCh nor poor. They form part of the middle-Class —whicCh is the most
numerical socCial Class withinh socCiety.

During your revision, you nheed to be gware that life chanhces are determined by faCtors such as;
o §ocial Class
o Gender
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o Gchooling
o Ethnicity, etc.

You also heed to explain why such differences in life Chances exist. For example ethnic
minorities often face a glass ceiling at work due to disCrimination upon racCial grounds; which
Cah be either overt (Or obvious), or covert (inh other words, hidden). Women also face the same
problem.

You should also be aware Of the existence of ah “underclass”. Members of the unhdercClass form
norms and Values that often differ to the rest Of society. They are Caught in a poverty trap (Or
CyCle) from which they find very difficult to esCape from. This is despite Changes to the welfare
and benefits system desighed to get welfare Claimants into work.

cocCial Chahge ahd StratifiCation

You should be aware Of recent changes to the Class structure of British society. There are
several points to consider;

» Society has become more open ih recent years as people have found it easier to move
from one SOCial Class to another. This most CoOmmon trajectory is the movement of people
from the working-Class to the middle-Class. Some sociologists desCribe this movement as
embourgeoisiement

o The life chances aVvailable to women have improved since the 1970s. Ohe explahation for
this is the impacCt of feminism.

e The life chanhces aVvailable to people from ethhiC minorities have also improved in recent
years, in part due to legislation designed to prevent disCrimination. Changing attitudes
withinh socCiety should also be considered

o A small minority of people Still Saih a position within society Via asCribed status (e.g. the
royal family)

You also heed to identify Changes to the distribution of wealth anhd income withinh society since
the 1970S. For example due to chanhges to the taX and benhefits system, the rich have gained in
wealth ahd income. Britain how has a relatively [ow |evel of income tax for those oh a high level
Of income.

You also heed to explain why such Changes have oCCurred to the distribution of wealth and
income. For example during the 1980s the humber Of people in poverty doubled. This was partly
due to Changes to the welfare state which inCluded;
o TReducing the Value of welfare benefits
o Encouraging people to take more responsibility for their own (anhd their families)
heeds, rather thah relying upon the state. The aim Of such changes was to tackle
the depenhdencCy culture — ah idea influenced by the New Rjght

ginCe 1997 the Labour government has attempted to reduce the |evel of poverty by;
o InCreasing the level Of publiC expenditure on the welfare state
o The welfare to work programme
o An ideological commitment to helping those less advantaged within society
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Whilst the gap between rich anhd poor has continued to grow, there has been a decline in the
rate of child poverty since [Labour Came to power. The government’s target is to end child
poverty by the year 2020.

You nheed to unhderstand Changes withih the welfare state sinCe the 1970s. There are three main
eras you need to be aware of;

Era

| |Changes maae

| [Influenced by

olden age of the
welfare state (1945 -
1979)

The scope and sCale of the
welfare state expanhded under
goverhments of both main
parties

The Beveridge report which aimed to
Combat the 5 eVils faCing society
(want, ighorance, disease, squalor and
idleness)

level of publiCc expenditure.
Benefits have also been targeted
towards those who are less able
tO provide for themselves; such
as pensioners and children.

Conservative The level of benefits was The New Rjght argued that the

governhment (1979 — reduced, and the availability Of | |welfare state Created a dependency

1997) many welfare payments was Culture in which welfare Claimants
restricted. The |evel Of taXation| [had little inCentive to returnh t0 WOrk.
was also lowered in an attempt | [The New Right had a major impacCt
tO reduce the role of the state. | {upon the Conservative governments

Of the 80S ahd 90S
Labour goverhment | Taxationh has been raised in AN ideology Called the Third Way.
since 1997 order t0 fund ah inCrease in the | [The most prominent SocCiologist

assocCiated with the Third Way is
LAnthony Giddens.

You heed to distinguish between the two maih types Of welfare benefits; unhiversal and

selective.

ONIVERSAL

SELECTIVE

Universal benefits are provided to all regardless
Of a Claimant’s financCial status. Onhe example is
Child benefit, which is paid out to all families
with Children regardless of income ahd wealth.

Credit.

Celective benefits are provided on the basis of
d Claimant’s inCcome and Circumstance. An
example Of a selective benefit is the Child Tax
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Welfare benefits and services are usually provided by the state, but an inCreasing range of
services are also provided by the third sector, ahd private firms.

The STATE The THIRD SECTOR The PRIVATE SECTOR
The government provides both [The third seCtor Consists Of Private hospitals are sometimes
selective and universal benefits |[Charities and hot-for-profit used to treat NHS patients.

Via the welfare state Orgahisations; such as the The government alsO Works
Specialist Schools and with the private sector in
LACademies Trust. schemes funded by the Private
Finance Initiative.

There is 3 debate amongst SOCiologists over the desirability Of welfare provision. Those who
defend the welfare state in terms Of providing basiC wants ahd heeds, ahd for ensuring some
degree Of equality within socCiety, tend to be oh the |eft Of the politiCal SpeCtrum. Ih Contrast,
the main CritiCisms Of the welfare state in recent years tend to derive from the New Right, who
argue that the welfare state;

o IS ihefficient.

o ({Jndermines personal initiative.

o Creates a Culture Oof dependency.

o [eads to high levels of taxation, which damages the economy.

The New Right has itself been CritiCised for blaming the poor for their own problems. However,
the arguments put forward by the New Right were highly influential during the 19808 ahd 1990S
under the Conservative governhments of Mrs. Thatcher and John Major. Since Labour gaihed
power in 1997, the influence of the New Right has declined.
You also heed to be aware that SinCe 1997 the government has provided a substantial inCrease in
resources for the welfare state. They have also attempted to;

o Enhcourage people to gaih employment and move Off welfare.

o End child poverty by the year 2020.

o Create a more just society where opportunities are held by the many, hot the few.

The Labour party, and the Liberal DemoCrats; are more supportive of the welfare state. In
contrast, the Conservatives are more CritiCal of the welfare state. However in 2006 the Tories
signed up to the government’s target of ending child poverty (by 2020)

Poverty

Whilst it is difficult to measure poverty, there are two widely accepted methods;
o Absolute poverty — This is when a person Cannot provide for his/her basic heeds
such as food anhd shelter. Homeless people suffer from absolute poverty.
o TRelative poverty - The government’s OffiCial statistiCs define the poverty |evel as
those earnhing below 60% Of average earhings.

There are other measurements of poverty; Such as subjective poverty and environmental
poverty, but they are less widely used.



GCSE Sociology
TRevisioh uide

You will heed to refresh your kKhowledge of the poverty cycle. This occurs when those |iving
below the poverty |eve| find it diffiCult tO esCape from their Circumstances. There are several
reasons for this;

o Welfare Claimants either |0se benefits, Or experience a decline in the level of
benefits received; when they return to wWork. They may therefore be worse Off if
they gaih a job.

o Welfare Claimants adopt a ‘Culture Of poverty’ whiCh Consists Of g set Of horms
and Values that differ t0 those Of mainstream society. This makes it very difficult
for them to re-enter the labour market.

o NewRjght theorists argue that welfare payments undermine personal initiative,
thus trapping many people into poverty. AS such, the poor become more and more
dependent upon the welfare state — and therefore find it very diffiCult to esCape.

The impaCt Of poverty Cah be hugely sighificant. This Cah include a;
o [,OSS Of status and income (if the person was previously in employment).
o A decline in self-esteem.
o A decline in personal health.
o A feeling of socCial exclusion.

There are also impliCations for society. For example, a wide gap between rich ahd poor within
socCiety Cah result inh soCial Conflict.

Ihequality based onh Gender

e TFeminist approaches explore gender inequalities in society. Qver the |ast 40 years, reforms in
areas such as education and employment have addressed aspecCts of gender inequality. The
government have introduced anti-disCrimination [aws such as the Equal Pay ACt (1970) t0
reduce gender inequalities.

e Today women are inCreasingly likely to achieve high level educational qualifications, high
Status jobs and good salaries. Despite this, feminist approaches argue that gender remains
the most sighifiCant SOCial division in contemporary society.

e Gome Feminist sociologists see society as patriarChal. This is where men have a |ot of power
within families, politiCs and the workplace. Men also generally receive a bigger share of the
rewards such as wealth and status.

Thequality based on ethnicCity

e (Qver the last 40 Years, reforms and poliCies have addressed inequality based oh ethnicCity in
areas such as education, employment and Criminal justice. FOr example, ethniCity in areas
such as education and Criminal justice.

e Many employers have equal Opportunity policies to support equality and diversity.

e The 1976 Race Relations AcCt outlawed disCrimination based on ethnicCity.
6
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e The equality ahd Human Rijghts Commission has powers to enforce the equality laws and to
shape publiC poliCy on equality issues.

o AS aresult of such changes, sociologists believe that ethniC inequality is less Sighificant
how, although others argue that there has been little chanhge in the fields of employment,
education and Criminal justice.

e ([Unemployment rates in England and Wales are higher among people of Pakistani, Bangladeshi
and Black Caribbean heritage than among White British or White Irish people.

e TResearch has also found that men and women of Pakistani and Bangladeshi heritage have
much worse Chanhces of getting professional and mahagerial jobs thah their white peers of
the same age and educational level.

Ihequality based on Age

e Gociologists argue that age is soCially constructed. This means that socCiety decides how age
Will be interpreted. This Can be seen in historical and Cross-Cultural differences in
expectations surrounding age.

e Child Labour is now illegal in Britain, it was the norm among working-Class families in the 19t
Century and exists ih some parts of the world today.

e The status Of older people Cah also Vary between cultures. Ih some cultures, getting old is
seen as something to be avoided. In other cultures, older people are seen as having a high
Status in society as their experience is Valued and apprecCiated.

e The term ageism descCribes a situation where someone is treated differently because of their
age. In Britain, there are how tWo regulations against age disCrimination in employment and
training.
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Deviance and Crime
You need to distinguish between deviant behaviour and Criminal behaviour.
Criminal behaviour peviant behaviour

Critme consists Of behaviour that breaks the DeviancCy consists Of behaviour that differs
law (e.8. murder, theft) from the horms and Values of wider society

Those who exhibit deviant behaviour aCt ahd dress in @ way that differs to the horms and
Values of wider society. Onhe example Of a deviant group is goths. Most Cases of deviant
behaviour are [egal, but ih some Cases their behaviour Cah result in Criminal activity. A group of
people who exhibit deviant behaviour share their own horms and values that form a distinCt
subculture.

The Media

Deviant groups are often |abelled by the media in a hegative manhner. Tabloid hewspapers tend
t0 take g more overtly biased approach towards labelling deviant groups, although labelling is
not simply confined to the ‘red-top’ press. TV also plays a role in labelling Certain groups.

Deviancy amplification occurs when the media focuses upoh the negative aspects of behaviour
amongst deviant groups. Onhe example would be the recent fOCuUs Upoh young people who wear
hoods, Who are often assoCiated with Causing trouble and engaging in Criminal activity. The
media’s portrayal Of Certain groups Cah even Create a moral pahiC within society, which Can
result in those groups becoming modern-day ‘Folk devVils’ — groups that become a sCapegoat for
problems withinh society (e.S. asylum seekers).

When groups are labelled, society will expect Certain forms Of behaviour from a particular
group, such as people from ah ethhic minority. These labels are often based upoh stereotypes,
anhd Canh be either positive Or (ih most Cases) hegative. FOr example hegative labels Of Certain
ethnic groups Can be based upon raCism. You also heed to be aware Of the potential impaCt Of
labels, such as a self-Fulfilling prophecy.
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cgocial Contro|

The behaviour of most people conforms to the horms and Values of society. Qur behaviour is
heaVily influenced by agents Of SOCial control; whiCch Can be Classified as either formal or
informal.

Agents of Formal controf Agents of informal controf
LAgents that enforce the rules of society, such [Includes most agents of secondary socCialisation,
as the police and the judiCiary. SUCh as peer groups anhd religious institutions.
[Parents are also a Sighificant agent of informal
control.

gociological Approaches to Crime

Functiohalism and Inadequate socCialisation within your family Can Cause Crime. Children’s whose

the New Rjght parents fail to take responsibility for soCialising them CorrecCtly are prone to Crime.
Single parent families produce the most Criminal and deviant as soCialisation Cah
be inadequate.

Marxism This approach links Crime to the soCial inequalities that are built into Capitalism.
In a Capitalist society, hot everyone Cah access wealth ahd status SO some people
Commit Critme tO acquire the conhsumer goods ahd material possessions that others
have and that the media promote. According to the Marxist approach, the legal
system operates in favour of the rich. RiCh people who commit fraud Or taX
evasion are less likely to be convicted thenh working-Class people who commit
benefit fraud. White Collar Crime is g key conCept t0 |earh — this refers to middle
Class individuals committing Crime. Corporate Crime refers t0 3 Company
Ccommitting Crimes, for example, hot adhering to health and safety [aws at work.

Labelling Labelling theory |0oks at how some people are labelled as deviant or Criminal. A
delihquent is someohe who is labelled as such. Being labelled as Criminhal or deviant
may be the result from the reaction of other people (such as the police) and may
nhot be entirely due to an individual’s actions or behaviour. [Labelling someone as
deviant may help to Create a Self-Fulfilling prophecy by pushing someone further
towards deviance. A master status is when someone is labelled as deviant or
Criminal and this becomes the most powerful label. For example, they may be a
farther or husband — but soCiety would only see them as Critinal or deviant.

Sub-Curtural A subculture is a collectionh of people who have the same horms ahd values and
these may differ from the rest of socCiety. Vandalism and joy-riding are Carried out
by subcultures. Young males are the most likely group t0 join a subculture anhd may
be beCause of status frustration. This means that they are fed up with their
situation and are ahgry about it. They may also join a subCulture beCause of peer
pressure and material deprivation. Albert Cohen argues that working Class boys
Joined delinquent subcultures to gaih status with their peer group.
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Causes of Crime

You heed t0 khow about the Causes ahd impaCt Of Criminal behaviour. For example, people may
commit Crie for several reasons;

Peer pressure

Criminals have not been taught the difference between ‘right and wrong.” This argument
is closely assocCiated with the New Rjght

Mental illness. The majority Of prisoners have mental health problems

A\ Failure to rehabilitate ex-offenders baCk into society

The sociologist Baumah argues that Criminals steal Status items in order to appear
‘normal’ within such a materialistic society

The peak age of Criminal activity is during the years 16-25. This may be due to the following
Factors;

Boys often have to ‘prove’ their masculinity which Can, at times, result in Criminal activity
The likelihood of a Young person belonging to a subculture is high, and some subcultures
enhgage in Criminhal behaviour

Young people may have few legitimate means available Of acquiring material goods

Less responsibilities

Teenage rebellion Can lead to people breaking the law

There are several hegative impaCts Of Crime upoh an area. They include;

Depopulation, particularly in urban areas

High levels of Crime may damage cCommunity Spirit and result in |ess heighbourliness.
People may Simply want to ‘keep themselves to themselves’ for fear of harassment
High crime levels Cah contribute to envirohmental poverty

Once a regionh with a high level of Crime is labelling as a bad area, it might become a
ghetto

There are several Causes of deviant behaviour that You also heed to be aware Of;

People may feel alienated from society. This is a particular problem amongst the
uhderclass ahd young people

Deviant behaviour may simply be the product of teenage rebellion

Some people seek aCCeptance from a particular group, ahd therefore aCt inh a deviant
manner in order to Cohform to the subculture of that group

You also need to consider the impaCt Of deviant behaviour. Some sociologists argue that there
is little sighificance t0 a person adopting deviant behaviour fOr a Short period of time. Indeed in
many cases, it is little more thah a phase ih someone’s life, usually during his/her teenage years.
However, some people within a deviant group face a great deal Of hegative peer pressure which
Cah result in Criminal activity. This latter point is Common amongst gangs.

10
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Crime StatistiCs and the British Crime Survey

For the examination you will heed to know about Crime statistiCs. SinCe the mid — 1990S, the
level of crime has gradually declined. However, some types Of Critme have inCreased sharply in
recent years; such as youth Crime.

OfFicCial Crime statistiCs fail to reflect the true |evel of Crime. The existence of a hidden (or
dark) figure Of Crime is due to several factors;
1. Some Victims of Crime might fear a reprisal if they go to the police
2. The publiC [aCKs confidence ih the Crimihal justiCe system due to [ow Clear-up rates, and
lenient sentencing
3. There may be a time [ag where people fail to realise that they have been a ViCtim Of Crime
(e.8. ID fraud)
4. Tn Cases Of petty theft, ViCtims may feel there is little point contacCting the police
5. Gome Vvictims Of Critme might be too embarrassed to report g Crime. This is often the Case
amongst ViCtims Of domestiC abuse

Celf-report ahd ViCtim studies (such as the British Crime Survey) provide a more acCurate

portraYal Of the true |evel of Crime. However, there is always a hidden figure of Crime that fails
t0 show up on the OfficCial statistics.

The SocCial Distributionh of Crime

Age and crime Younger people, particularly men, are more likely tO engage in Crime than
older people. EXplahations inClude peer group pressure and sub-cultural

influences.
Gender and OfFicial statistiCs suggest that men are more likely to commit Crime than
Crime women. Possible explanhations include the gender socCialisation process,

gender differences in opportuhity to Commit Crime and the Chivalry effect
that operates during reporting, police response, trail ahd sentencing. The
chivalry thesis argues that women are more likely to be treated leniently by
the courts.

The humber of female offences does appear t0 be inCreasing. This maybe
due to soCial movements such as Feminism that have Changed the socCial
position of women. Men ahd women how have similar soCial positions and
because of that women may have more opportunity to Commit Crime.
Anhother explahation is that the courts have had a shift in attitude and ho
[onger treat women |eniently.

Ethnicity and Official statistiCs show that some ethhiC groups are over-represented in
Crime prisons relative to their proportion in the population. Black people are
around five times more likely to be ih prison thanh white people. At face
Value, such figures could suggest that members of some ethniC minority
groups commit more Crimes thah others.

u
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Many sociologists believe that Crime StatistiCs exaggerate Crime among some
ethniC groups. The statistiCs are SOCially constructed by the poliCe services
anhd the institutional racism that exists in the Criminal justice system.
TResearch shows that blaCck people are more likely to be stopped and
searched, prosecuted and convicted thah any other ethnic group.

gocial Class and
Crime

There is evidence that working Class people are overrepresented in prisons.
One view is that working-Class people have fewer opportuhities to succeed
Via legal routes such as education. As a result, they are more likely than
middle Class people to resort to Crime for fihanCial gain. Another view
suggests that working Class subcultures stress deviant and Criminal
behaviour as a way Of achieving status among peers.

Working class people may also be over represented beCcause Of bias within
the Crimihal justice system. Some sociologists believe that the [aw is Created
and enforced in favour of the middle Class —and Crimes such as taxX evasion
and corporate manslaughter are hard to prosecute.

Locality and
Crime

Crime rates are higher in urbah areas thah ih rural areas and is also the
highest in deprived areas. Qne View is that urbanh areas have higher levels of
unhemployment and poverty, whiCh means that more people may Commit
Crimes such as theft.

Anhother view is that there are more opportunities to commit Crime in urban
settings such as City centres.

The statistiCs may however reflect the differences in policing levels and
methods between urbah and rural areas.
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Power and Politics

Decision-making and Citizenhship in British Politics

Ih a democCracy the people partiCipate in the decision-making process in several ways. You may
have already voted in a SChool eleCtion, Or even been elected as a representative for your form /
school. Mahy people also showed their support for the Make Poverty History Campaigh in 2005
by wearing a wristband.
There are many other ways that a Citizen Cah partiCipate in the politiCal process. They include;

1. Gigning a petition

2. Writing a letter [/ Sending ah E-mail to anh MP

3. Joining a pressure group

4. Joining a politiCal party

Democracy means rule by the people, and Britain is a good example of @ democCratiC socCiety.
Almost all countries in Europe and the AmeriCcas are democCratiC. However, several countries in
Africa and Asia are undemocratiC, such as North Korea and Zimbabwe. They are more
commonly khowh as dictatorships.

You will heed to state and explain what makes a country democCratiC. There are four main
Factors to consider;
1. Free and fair elections in whiCch everyone is entitled to vote
2. The government is held to account by elected representatives
3. People hold a series Of Civil liberties, such as freedom of speech and assoCiation
4. Society Cconsists Of several CconfliCting beliefs, such as pro-ahimal testing ahd those who
Campaigh against testing on animals. The existence of mahy different demands and
beliefs is an essential element of a demoCraCy

Ih a democracy, all Citizens should take an active role in politics. However in the UK political
partiCipation is dominated by white, middle-aged, middle-Class men. The young, women and
ethnic minorities are less likely to partiCipate ih politiCs. These groups are also
underrepresented in the House of Commons. For example, barely 1in 5 MPS are women.

Many people also feel disillusioned with the politiCal process. This is because;
o They thinhk that politiCiahs just say what they want the people to hear, rather thah saying
what they would actually do if elected

Certain groups are underrepresented and often therefore feel that their Views are being
ighored. For example, very few MPs are unhder the age Of 30.
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PolitiCal soCialisation

Political socialisation is the method by whiCh we acquire politiCal horms and Values, ahd we
experience politiCal soCialisation throughout our lives. For example, our early political Views are
usually influenced by our parents. This may take the form Of identifying with a particular party,
Or taking @ negative View Of ah opposing party. AS we |eave home, our politiCal Views will be
further influenced by peer groups, particularly in the workplace. The area we live in Cah also be
d factor in determining voting behaviour, but perhaps the most important agent of politiCal
socCialisation is the media.

The media impaCts upon politiCal SOCialisation in three ways;

1. Politicians must present a favourable media image, otherwise they will fail to win votes.
Onhe of the reasons the Conservative party elected David Cameron as their |eader was
his positive media image

2. The media Canh often determine ah agenda that politiCians tend to follow. For example,
recent Home SeCretaries have been CritiCal Of judged imposing |enient sentences against
Criminals

3. Newspapers Cah reinforce their readers to Vote £Or g partiCular party. However, it is
debateable as to how much impacCt the press really has upon voting behaviour.

The media often shows politiCal bias, particularly hewspapers (e.g. the Daily Mail Supports the
Conservatives, and the Daily Mirror favours the [Labour party). However, the TV is more
objective. For example the BBC is officCially heutral. Other TV stations do ocCasionally show a
slight bias, such as Sky news.

Political change

You Wwill heed to desCribe and explain Chanhges to the distribution Of politiCal power since the
1970S. The main Changes have been as follows;
« TBritain joining the European (Jnioh (EQ)) in 1973. Ohe impaCt of British membership of the
EU has been an erosion of national sovereignty
o A decline in the power Of the trade unhions
o A rise in hew soCial movements Campaighing for issues such as protection of the
environment, and the rights of gay people
» Devolution to Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. This means that Westminster deals
with issues that affect the whole of the UK (e.g. defence and foreign policy), whereas
regional parliaments deal with loCal issues such as health and education.
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Voting behaviour

You heed t0 khow the Various influences upon voting behaviour, and their impact. They
include;

o Parents

o §ocial Class

o (Qccupation

o Ethnicity

o The area Of the country a person lives in, etC.

LABOUOR voters CONSERVATIVE voters

More likely to be working-Class, live in the More likely t0 be white, middle-Class and living
horth and in the inher-Cities. There is also in either the suburbs or a rural area. The
Strong support for [Labour inh Scotland and Conservatives do particularly well in the South
Wales. of England, although in the 2005 General
Ethnic minorities and the young are also more [Election they gained more votes in the whole of
likely to vote [Labour. England than the Labour party.

yoter turhout has declined in recent years due to apathy — where voters are not motivated to
vote for ahy politiCal party. There are several Causes Of apathy you heed to be aware of;

1. Disillusionment with politiCiahs — this is @ partiCular problem amongst younger
voters

2. A widespread feeling that politiCians do hot listen to the people

There is little ideologiCal difference between the two main parties

4. A feeling that one Vote Cah make little difference. Since 1997 this has been a
particular problem in safe [Labour seats, where turhout has declined sighificantly

w

In recent years, politiCal parties have tried to target their message to the 100,000 Or SO floating
voters in marginal constituencies (seats in the House of Commons that Cah Chanhge from one
party to ahother). This is because this small Sroup Of Voters effectively decides the result of a
General Election. The modern-style of Campaighing, with its emphasis upoh focus groups and
sound-bites, has also contributed to apathy amongst the eleCtorate (i.e. in the 2005 election,
only 61% Of the electorate bothered to vote).

Political PartiCipation

« PartiCipation ih the politiCal process has Changed sighifiCantly in the (JK over the past 50
years.

« In general traditional fOrms Of partiCipation — such as voter turhout in general elections and
membership of politiCal parties — are declinhing.

« However, this does not hecessarily mean that people are politiCally apathetiC (not interested
in politiCs).
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« TFor instance, many people partiCipate in the politiCal process by Sighing petitions, joining
protest marches ahd supporting consumer boycotts.

Pressure Groups

Pressure groups are groups Of people Or Orgahisations that try ahd Campaigh or |obby to
influence government in some way. Examples of pressure groups are Fathers for justice.

The chance Of pressure group acCtivity being successful depends on several factors, such as
whether the group is ah insider or outsider group.

« Insider groups such as the Automobile AssocCiation, The Natural Choice and the
CBI have close links with government hetworks and they are consulted by
government departments, CiVil servants, and ministers when poliCy proposals are
being prepared. So they are in a Strong position to influence government.

« Ty contrast, outsider groups SUCh as Greenpeace are hot consulted automatically.
This may be because their aims or their taCtiCs are not recoghised by government,
« (Other factors include:
— TResources: such as fihances and staffing
— The size of the groups membership
— Public opinionh and whether there is publiC support.

docCial Movements

Social Movements are a type Of group action. They are large informal groupings of individuals
and/or Qrganisations focused oh SpeCifiC politiCal Or SOCial issues, in other words, onh Carrying
out, resisting or uhdoing a socCial Change.

Interest (zroup

A Gpecial Interest Group (SIG) is a community with an interest in advancing a SpecCifiC area of
Khowledge, |earhing or techhology where members Cooperate to effeCt Or t0 produce solutions
within their partiCular field, ahd may CommuniCate, meet, and Orgahize Conhferences. They may
at times also advocate Or [Obby Oh a partiCular issue Or on @ rahge Of issues but are generally
distinct from Advocacy groups and pressure groups whiCch are normally set up for the specCific
politiCal aitm; the distinCtion is hot firtm however and some Orgahizations Cah adapt and Chanhge
their focus over time.

Power

o Authority: this is power exercised over people when they willingly obey to the individual —
fFOor example your teacher, Or boss at Work.

e (Coercion: this is power that involves a threat Of force or violence to make people obey
them.
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e Charismatic authority: exercise power based on their Charisma.
o [Legal rational authority: power that they hold because of their job, for example a policeman
or the prime minister.
o In everyday life, holding and exercising power is about being able to make your own interests
count, achieve your aims and influence the behavior of others.

Power in the Family

e TParents are expected to Operate power over their Children.

e This has changed over the [ast 50 Years. There has been a shift of power ahd attention
towards children ih working-Class families.

e Parents are how |ess striCt and have started having democCratiC anhd equal power relations.

e 1n 200¢% legal Changes were introduced and any punishment that left physiCal marks or
caused harm was outlawed.

Power in education

e ‘Teachers have the power to enforce rules, but their power is limited to SChoo| Contexts.

e TRelationships between teachers and students have Changed over time. They have how
become more informal and democCratic.

o Some teaChers Cah use CharismatiC authority to exercise power over students.

e During the 1960’s mahy SChools routinely used physiCal puhishment as a last resort to
disCipline students.

e Today —teachers are ho [onger able to use Corporal puhishment.

e TRecent educational policies Cah be seen as reflecting a shift in thinking about the balance
Of power between teachers and students. For example, by law, SChools must how take
students’ Views into account when decCiding on policies that affect the.

Police and the Public

e The police are anh agency of soCial control. The police play a part ih enforcing authority over
people.

e They exercise power in the form Of legal ahd rational authority. For example they have
powers to stop anhd searCh arrest and detain members of the publicC.

e They may resort to coercive power as a last resort.

Employers and Employees

e TFunCtionalists believe that employer and employee relationships are based on legitimate
authority ahd operate through formal rules.

e MarXists believe that uhegqual power relations operate in the work place and that employers
exploit employees in the workforce through poor wages ahd poor working conditions.
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cocial Problems

e GoCial problems are situations or behaviours that are viewed as unhdesirable and heed to be
solved.
e The Beveridge Report (19¢42) found the main soCial problems to be:
o TPoverty
o Discrimination
o ({Unemployment
o Ageing society

Poverty and {Jhemployment

e A|COCK (2008) Believes poverty t0 be a major concern £or policy makers.

e (Onhe way to help people in poverty is to introduce means-tested benefits. This is good as
people Who heed help Cah get it — however it may miss people who are [iving just above the
poverty line.

e 1In 2999 Labour introduced a National minimum wage.

e Deacon (2008) believes that this has hot had a signhifiCant impaCt oh wage inequality.

e I 2006 half of the children experiencing poverty lived in households which one adult was
working. In these cases, paid employment does hot hecessarily provide a route out of
poverty.

e The government introduced the New Deal program to try and improve people sKills and
motivation. This helps unemployed people oh benefits find employment and includes training
anhd preparation for work.

e Evaluation:

o PBenefit levels are inadequate to meet people’s basiC requirements and should be
inCreased to ensure that people Cah afford basiC hecessities.

o Successive governments have failed to signifiCantly reduce the high levels of poverty
in Britain.

DisCrimination

e DisCrimination occurs when people are treated differently and less favourably. Governments
have tried to taCkle disCrimination by introducing hew equality and anti-disCrimination
legislation. AS a result, it is how unhlawful to disCriminate onh the grounds of gender, race,
age, religion, belief, disability or sexual orientation.

e TPBritain’s ageing population means that older people are ah important fOCUS Of SOCial policy.
Age disCrimination in the l[abour market is @ key soCial poliCy issues affecting older people
t0day. In 2006, the goverhment introduced regulations against age disCrimination in
employment and training. Although these regulations cover the whole age range, they are
more likely t0 benefit older people.
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