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Crime & Devianece Uil




1. Theories of crime and

deviance

Key guestions:

What Is crime and
deviance?

Why do people commit
crime?

What happens if a person
IS labelled as a criminal?

Are crime statistics
valid?

Key information

1 Definitions of crime and

deviance, social construction
and biological explanations.

I Functionalism o Durkheim &

Merton

I Subcultural strain theory
i Labelling theory
I Marxism and Neo -Marxism

(white collar crime)

i1 Left and Right Realism




Crime

Any act which breaks
the laws of
society, such as murder
or rape.

Social control is
enforced by agencies
such as police and the

courts.

Deviance Deviant not
: : criminal
moves away from Burping, not criminal
conventional queuing

norms and values

Rape, murder

such as burping

Criminal not deviant

, paedophilia

and farting in

public. Speeding, par

Biological explanations

Early criminologists like
Cesare Lombroso sort to
find physical criminal

characteristics like long
arms or sloping

foreheads. Sociologists

find such 0
determinism dangerous
and prefer to  normalise
crime by reminding us
that we all commit crime
and there are social

factors which influence

our behaviour.
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Definitions and

I

explanations

A

- und cevience charges i -

Crime as socially constructed

If what is consider to be crime

C h|

be inherently wrong but must
be culturally specific.

This means crime and deviance
IS soclally constructed - 1.e.
created and defined by the

people of that society and not

Crime and deviance as
relative

Crime and deviance is
relative (changing) in
L Teja8o8 to finge, PRGEn 6
and culture. What one
society may see as a
crime another may.
not, such as polygamy.
(many wives). Other
examples are

universal.

homosexuality and

SuICide.




Durkheim o Key ideas

1. Crime is inevitable and
necessary to society.

2. Crime has positive
functions.

3. The perfect amount
of crime will keep
society healthy and
avoid anomie
(Normlessness)

Crime and society

Society is only healthy when
social order is maintained
through the police and
courts. We need a small
amount of crime to remind
us of what we believe in.
Only a small minority will be
elf -interested and commit
crime.

\ Functionalism

e

Criticisms

u What is the perfect amount
of crime?

u Explaining the functions of
cri me doesnot
caused them in the first place.

u Murder maybe functional for
society but what about the
victim?

‘\\/&

e |x |ptheamoss slightslip fike

on crime

Society of saints

Imagine there was no
crime or deviance, even

coughing without putting
your hand over your
mouth would become a

Positive functions of

crime.

crime

Re- marking social
boundaries 0 affirms
social norms and
values.

Medlia coverage 0 as
a warning to others.

Social bonds o
strengthened as we
unite in disapproval.

Safety Value oa
little bit of deviance
reduces more serious
problems &
Prostitution 6 Kingley.
Davis.

Malfunctioning
soc/ety 0 theft, drug
use and truancy alert
us to other social
problems in society.




Merton - Key idea

People engage in _ _
deviant behaviour Deviance is the

when they are result of the

il
SOE!

unable to achieve strain between

socially approved
goals.
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1. Conformity

Most of America not
criminal or deviant

Strain produces
Five frustration which creates a
adaptations pressure to deviate, what

Merton calls the strain to

anomie.

Deviant adaptations

Innovation Retreatism
Criminal behaviour Habitual drug users
as an adaptation and alcoholics ﬂiﬁﬁ'ﬁ lﬁjﬁ gjdm
morelikely'to .
Ritualism : commitcriminal acts:
BN UCIESTi] Rebellion because o 'ilzusirml
i position in the socia
People in dead end Karl Marx and pes Sioe
jobs. Martin Luther King




Clozllyf NVIeans: YUz
Conformity AGCEDLS LLegitimate Most,people
(Normal)

Innovation AGGEPIES lllegitimate Gangsters (Tony
(Criminal) Montana)
Ritualism Rejects Fegitimate- People in dead end
(Deviant) Jobs.

Retreatism Rejects lllegitimate Habitual drug-user
(Deviant) or. drunk
Rebellion Rejects for lllegitimate Karl Marx, Martin
(Deviant) alternative Luther King;

Criticisms
uWhy donot al l | ower <c¢cl ass people turn to

u Can only account for utilitarian crime (money) what about gang violence, rape-and
Graffiti?

u What about other factors like class, gender, ethnicity and sexuality?




Subcultural group

A group with its own
distinctive norms and
values, sometimes
although not always
deviant.

Contemporary examples

The Street gangs living
in the Favelas of Rio
and the gangs of South

Africa show that often
criminal groups are not
rejecting societies
norms and values but

Albert Cohen 0 Status
frustration

A Subcultural strain theory
which argues lower class people
are frustrated because they
want to be successful but lack
the qualifications and skills to do
S0. They solve this frustration
by rejecting society and creating
their own norms and values in a
gang. Here they achieve status
through nor- utilitarian -~ crimes
like violence and graffiti.

[
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\ Subcultural strain

are In fact conforming theories
to their own. <
Walter Miller 0 Lower class subcultures
Not a strai subcul

strain but just has different
different criminal activity. The lower class experience a
lack of excitement at work which leads to the desire to
look for excitement in things like joy

tur e, eac
focal concerns which lead to

-riding.

Cloward and Ohlin o
Opportunity structures

A Subcultural strain
theory like Cohen but
more concerned about

the different types of
crimes groups commit.

They conclude where
you live dictates the

type of criminal activity
available to you. Criminal
subcultures are
available in areas of
criminal hierarchy.
Confiict subcultures
arise due to low social
cohesion and high
population turnover.
Retreatists subcultures
2@ thé r8stilt ofbkify . S
unsuccessiul in society
and the other two
subcultures.




Overview

Strain theory

—— > Robert Merton HI:

U

Lower-class feel the st
—> and commit utilitaria
crime (money)

rain
n

= Albert Cohen Eﬁ

Subcultural
Strain theory

Lower-class feel the
strain but start

* subculture and commit

non-utilitarian crime

Cloward and . N
@ Ohlin !

Lower-class feel the
strain but what crime
they commit depends
on the area they live in

Subcultural
theory

—

:::r Walter Miller Eﬁ

Lower-c | a s s
> feel the strain each
subcultural group-has

different values

doe




Interactionism

Doesnodot f ocU
structures of society but
how people and society
Interact and how this
affects criminal
behaviour.

)

Deviancy amplification
spiral

This idea says that
sensationalist reporting

by the newspapers
distorts the act of crime

or deviance and w

iIncreases public

awareness. Public

pressure is put on the
police and courts to act.
This creates a rmoral
panic where certain acts
Or groups are seen as a

threat to social order.

Howard Becker

Focuses ondhe process of a
person and act getting
labelled as deviant. He

argues that no act is
/ntrinsically deviant = but

relies on its context to
determine its acceptability.

Examples: nudity, injecting

oneself even murder.

Labelling process

f

Interactionism 0
/ Labelling theory

¢

Stanley Cohen

Cohen studied how the media
has often demonised youth
culture. This happened to
mods and Rockers n 1964

who were seen as modern day
folk devils who threatened
social order. His research
found that actual acts of

deviance were minimal.

A label is attached
by police and courts.

L abel becomes a
master status 0
overrides other
status as sibling,
friend etc.

The labelled person
accepts the label o
because how we see
ourselves relies on
how others see us.

Self - fulfilling
prophecy o whether
the label was true or
not we act in
accordance with it.
This confirms
peoples beliefs
about the label'being
true.




Blue collar crime

Crimes committed by
manual factory workers
(working class ), these
are street crimes like
theft which are in
public view.

\

White collar crime

Crimes committed by
office workers
(rmiddle/upper class )

Corporate crime

Crimes carried out . on behalf of
a company such as tax evasion or

toxic waste dumping.

like fraud, these are
often hidden from
public view.

Case study 0 Enron

False accounting and
reports of high profit
allowed president
Kenneth Lay to
borrow $74 million
from a company
before it was made
bankrupt. 20,000
creditors were owed
an estimated $67
billion, most received
less than 20 cents for
every dollar they
were owed. 19,000
people lost their jobs
and savings.

Occupational crime

Crimes carried out af the

expense of companies like fraud.

‘\

[

White collar crime

&

White collar crime

Very difficult to prosecute

Case study 0o Guinness affair

due to problems of who is

False claims of success led to
high share prices and company
directors making millions.
Gerald Ronson received a one
- year sentence in Ford (open
prison) and was released on
parole after serving about 6
months. He is still a successful

businessman and one of
Britain's 100 richest people.

responsible and who is a
victim. Much white collar
crime is not dealt with
criminally but
aaministratively by
external agencies like the
EPA (Environmental
Protection Agency) and.the
Trading StandardsfAgency.
Only serious cases go to
court.




Key idea

The Law and the
criminal justice system
Is another tool used by

the ruling class to
serve their interests
and maintain a position
of power.

Criminolgenic Capitalism

Crime is inevitable in Capitalism.
The working class commit
utilitarian and non -utilitarian
crimes because of poverty,
constant advertising, alienation
and a lack of control. Even the
ruling class feel the pressure to
commit crime and get ahead.

The state and law making

u All laws serve the ruling
class.

U Most law Is based on
protecting private

/* property.

u The working class and
ethnic minorities are

\Weaknesses

u Very deterministic, not
all working class commit
crime.

u Switzerland and Japan
are capitalist but have low
crime rates.

U Prosecutions against
companies and the ruling
class do happen.

u Left Realists say most
working class crime is
committed against working
class people not the state.

j U Shows a link between

‘\

punished harshly while the

crimes of the powerful go
unnoticed.

[ Marxism on crime

o

Strengths

law and the
Interests of the
ruling class.

u Highlights selective
enforcement.

Ideological functions of law

Laws donodot | ust
perform functions to keep
capitalism stable . Health and

safety laws keep the working

class able to work. Seeing crime

as a working class problem

diverts it away from capitalism.

Seeing criminals as disturbed

also disguises the true/nature of

crime.




A fully social theory of Neo- Marxism on crime
deviarice 6 combining Marxism

and labelling theory Policing the crisis o Stuart Hall
1. The 19700s was a pe
lan Taylor, Paul Walton and social crisis in Britain, the result of an

Jock Young (1973) International downturn in capitalist economies.

1. The wider origins of the
deviant act.

2. This turmoil was shown in a number of inner -
city riots, conflict in Northern Ireland and a
high level of strikes. The government was

2. The immediate origins of
the deviant act.

searching for a group that could be
scapegoated, to draw attention onto them and
away from the crisis.

3. The ack s 3. Mugging o0 which according to the police was

more likely to be carried out by those from

African -Caribbean backgrounds.

4. The immediate origins of

social reaction. 4. Media outrage at the extent of muggings,

[ linked to racism amongst the Metropolitan

police.

5. The wider origins of

social reaction. 5. The need to find scapegoats and the ease

with which young men from African | -Caribbean's
backgrounds could be blamed.

6. The effects of labelling. . .
J 6. A sense of injustice. amongst ethnic

minorities against the police-led-to much

HENEAY

hostility between them and. further arrests.




Key ideas

U The root cause of crime is
biology and poor socialisation
as people make a rational
choice to commit crime.

u The solution is more
formal social control
as harsher prison
sentences, zero tolerance
policies and more CCTV.

such

Criticisms

U Doesnot
collar crime or
domestic violence.

expl

U Ignores issues like
poverty.

U Scapegoats the
underclass.

U Ouverstates the role of
rationality.

u Crime displaced to
other areas.

a
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Wilson and Hernstein

suggest some people are
Innately more strongly
predisposed to commit
crime than others.
Especially those who have
personality traits like
aggression, risk taking and

Charles Murray (1990)

Argues most crime is
committed by the

undercilass (unemployed).
A recent upsurge in lone -
parent families has led to

poor socialisation and
encouraged these people
to be, welfare dependant.

low impulse control.

Right Realism

I N whit e’

Rational Choice

Tackling crime

Make crime less attractive to
criminals by ( formal
control). -

A Zero tolerance & harsh
sentences 0 br ok en

difficult to access private
and public buildings.

A More surveillance 8 CCTV.

A Target hardening & make it

theory

Ron Clarke (1980)
suggests that people
rationalise their
\ choice to commit crime
by weighing up the
h OS5ty peneris . It
the benefits (money)
outweigh the costs
(prison) then they will
commit.crime.




Key ideas

U The root cause of crime is
Relative

deprivation, marginalisation
and exclusion in modern
society.

U The solution is more
informal social contro/ -~ such
as better housing, more job
opportunities and more

—democraiic policing

Criticisms

U Doesnot expl
collar crime or

domestic violence.

u  Minimum wage and
housing conditions have
never been better.

u MI/C could be relatively
deprived and
i ndi vidual i s
commit.as much crime.

U Impossible to get rid of

relative deprivation.

«— |

The offenders

Young and Lea argue that
most crime is committed by
WIC against the W/C. This

w| IS due to discontent caused

by relative deprivation
(Judging your status by that
of others) and - /nadividualism

(being self -interested).

Marginalisation

Marginalised groups are
those who /ack clear
goals or
representation . Young
WIC are powerless and
unrepresented which
leads to violence and
rioting.

\
\ Left Realism

e

/

—t

I N Wiakkling crime

Make things better for people
by (/nformal social control ):

A Giving them housing
conditions to be proud of.

A Better job opportunities.

A A better relationship

| GetwednDdlice@rin O t
public, being more
democratic will help the
flow of information.

Modern society and
exclusion

A lack of jobs for the
WI/C and being out
priced of the property
market has left many
socially excluded. Jock
young says we live in a
@& ul i mi c vaexre |
we are exposed to.a
large variety. of
consumer products
which the-W/C cannot
purchase.




2. The social distribution of crime

Key questions

Do crime statistics give a
true picture of crime?

Are people from different
age

groups, classes, ethnicities
and gender groups treated
equally when it comes to
crime?

Is there any link between
location and criminal
activity?

(i s I s

Key Information

Crime statistics 0 police, BCS
and self -report study.

Gender and crime
Ethnicity and crime
Age and social class

Location o Environmental
criminology




Official statistics

Complied from
government departments
like the police and
courts.

Reported crime

A crime, which the
public has reported
to the police. (90%
of all crime the
police deal with is
reported to them by
the public).

Official crime statistics are
the tip of the iceberg, BCS
and self -report studies
show there is more crime
than what can be seen on
the surface. This is known
as the dark figure of crime
(what is recorded vs.
reported).

Recorded crime

A crime, which has
been recorded by
the police as a
crime. (Only 40%
of reported crime
is then recorded
due to
discretionary
powers of the
police).

4—\_

LLack of crime reporting

Crimes may not be reported due

to: -

u fear of reprisal.

u Lack of awareness (fraud).

u Fear it may not be taken
seriously.

U Crime is too trivial.

I

S~

Crime statistics

\

Inaccurate picture of
crime

u White collar crime dealt
with administratively.

u Only serious crimes
from incidences is
recorded.

u Rules for.counting-always
change.

u Lack of recording makes
clear. up rates-look higher.




British Crime Survey

A victim study which asks
people if they have been a
victim of a crime and the
circumstances of that
crime. It was conducted
every two years from
1982 -2000 then every

year since. ,\

Trends and patterns

u BCS says 10.7 million crimes
committed, OS (4.7 million.

U The majority. of crime is
property related.

U Violent crime accounts for
1/5 of all crime

u Overall crime peaked in 1995
and has declined ever since.

U Men aged 16-24 most likely
to be a victim of violence.

The study is based on a
representative sample of adults
living in private households in
England and Wales. In 2002 over
» 36,000 surveys were conducted .
Certain crimes are excluded due
to low reporting such as
murder, drug possession or
dealing, fraud, offences against

businesses.

Self - report studies

Anonymous
guestionnaires which
ask respondents if they
have committed a crime
over the past year.

BCS and Self -
report studies

v

BCS: includes unreported
and unrecorded crime but
only 75% is comparable with
police statistics.

Self - report : Mainly street
crime (working class)
excludes hidden crimes like
domestic violence. Only
gives a small picture of
criminal activity.

)

They are usually based
on self - completed
questionnaires or

/nterviews which
contain a list of
offences.

Respondents are asked

to highlight which they

have committed. Self
report studies show us
that most people
commit crime-at.some
point.in their lives-so
crime Is normal.




Key facts

Girls and women appear
to commit less crime.

4/5 convicted offenders
in Britain are male.

Women more likely to be
convicted of theft and
property offences.

Men more likely to
convicted of violence and
sexual offences.

The Chivalry thesis

This argues that most
police, judges and
magistrates are men and

men are socialised to be

chivalrous to women .

Roger Hood found women

are 1/3 less likely to be

jailed than men in similar

cases.

\

A
Gender and crime /

\

Liberation thesis

Freda Alder (1975) argues
that if feminists are right
and women only commit less
crime because of patriarchy
then greater equality should
see a rise in women
offenders. This equality will
bring about more female
offenders for violence and
white collar crime.

Explanations for

Feminism

They argue the criminal
justice system is
patriarchal and is bias
against women when they
step outside gender roles.
Women are judged more
harshly for having
promiscuous sex and
being bad mothers rather
than the seriousness of
their crimes. This is
what happens in rape
cases where the victims
sexual activity is always

female criminality on trial.
v ~N
Feminist - Control Functionalist - Sex role
theory theory

Women commit less
crimes because rmen
control women. through
domestic roles, fear of
being a victim and
financial dependence.

The way girls are
socialised 1o be quiet and
demur doesnot

them ta.behave
aggressively or break
the-law.




\Women demonised In the media

4—//\\‘

Myra Hindley

Sentenced to 30 years in prison for
her part in the murder and torture of
5 children along with lan Brady. The
media widely reported her true crime

as not having any motherly instincts
as a women. Newspapers still to this
day publish a sinister picture taken of
her 30 years ago because it portrays

her as a cold sadistic killer.

Gender and crime

Maxine Carr

Was convicted and sent to prison for
providing a false alibi for boyfriend lan
Huntley who murdered Holly wells and
Jessica Chapman in 2002. Maxine had
nothing directly to do with the murders but
many protested for reintroduction of the
death penalty outside the court. The media
had a definitive role in demonising Maxine
Carr by producing sensationalist stories of
her past.

A/_/

Postmodernity and masculinity

Others have suggested that
previously jobs in manufacturing
allowed men to express their
masculinity. An increase in
service sector jobs like bouncers
allows men to express their
masculinity through

violence, drug dealing and

racketeering.

Why do men commit crime?

James Messerschmidt (1993) makes a link
between male offending and masculinity. He
says all men want the dominant  segemonic
masculinity which is achieved through
domination of work, women and sexuality. He
argues that lower class men and-ethnic
minorities lack the resources to achieve this
masculinity so commit crime in order-to
achieve it.




Key facts

Official statistics say black
people are:

u 7 times more likely to be
stopped and searched.

u 3% times more likely to
be arrested.

u 5 times more likely to be
In prison than their white
counterparts.

u Victim studies say black
people are more likely to
be identified as
offenders & most crime
IS /ntra  dethnic meaning
It takes place among
rather than between
ethnic groups.

u Self -report studies
conclude that black
people have similar rates
of offending to whites if
not lower.

Ethnicity and the criminal

justice system

1. Policing

Many allegations of

2. Stop and search

Lots of stop an search is
perhaps due to racism
and the targeting of
ethnic minorities.

Ethnicity and
crime

4. Prosecution &
conviction

Crown prosecution
Service more likely to
drop cases against ethnic
minorities. Black and
Asian defendants are less
likely to be found guilty.

oppressive policing
from minority ethnic
communities are made.

3. Arrests and
cautions

More likely to be
arrested and cautioned
perhaps due to a
mistrust of police and
not admitting to the
offence.

5. Sentencing and Prison

Custodial sentences more
likely to be given to black
offenders. Blacks and
Asians over-represented
in prisons and more likely
to be given longer
sentences.




Explaining differences in

offending \

N

L_eft realism

Ethnic minorities commit more
crime because racism in wider
has caused them to be
marginalised, coupled with
ecoromic exclusion such as
high unemployment and poor
housi ng. Left

believe that racism in the
police can account for higher
crime because black people
have a higher offending rate
than Asians.

Stephen Lawrence

The death of Stephen
Lawrence in 1993 by a white
gang caused outcry as police

botched the investigation.

The inquiry called the
Macpherson report declared

institutional racism in the
police.

Neo- Marxist . - Paul Gilroy

Black people commit more
crime because they resent
the cultural experience of

\ colonialisim i.e. being taken

over and having black slaves
sent to Britain to work. This
experience causes
resentment in young black
r eénalesjwhich gnakgsghem t
commit crime.

Ethnicity and

/ crime
S

e

Victimisation

Police recorded 61,000
racists incidents while the
BCS reports 184,000 many
go unreported. People from
mixed ethnic backgrounds

were more likely to be

victims of crimes.

Neo- Marxist - Stuart

Hall et al (Policing the

crisis)

u Combines Marxism and
Labelling theory.

U Economic conditions in
t he 19900s
bad, government look
for a scapegoat.

u Young black muggers
are labelled and a moral
panic is created about
their behaviour in the
media.

U Young black males
commit N0 more crime
than any other group
but labelling-and:the
economy makes it seem
like they do.

W




Key facts

Young, working class are
more likely to commit
criminal acts than

older, middle class.

Functionalism o Age and
class

Functionalists like Merton
say young working class
people commit crime because

A typical prisoner in the
U.K will be under 30 and

working class.

Offending rises steeply
from 10 -18 then declines

sharply after 24.

they strive for success but
lack the necessary
educational skills and
gualifications. They want
the goal of success but must
achieve it illegitimately.
(Innovation)

Subcultural theory = 0 Age

and class

Young working class people
join gangs because they are
frustrated at their status in

mainstream society. They

solve this by rejecting

mainstream norms and
values, joining a gang and
achieving a status through

non-utilitarian crimes.

Labelling theory 0
age and class

Young working
class people
especially boys are
more likely to be
stopped and
searched and
labelled as
criminals by the
police and courts.

f
Age o class and
crime

el

_

Right realism 0 class

Right realists like

Left realism = o Age and class

Most crime Is committed by working
class people against working class
people. Perhaps because relative
deprivation , individualism and that

fact we live in a  bulimic society (the

idea that we are exposed to consumer
products but cannot consume them).

Charles Murray believe
that single parent

| families fail to socialise
their children

effectively due to a lack
of male role

models, they also grow

up to be welfare

dependant.




WERE
Blue collar crime
The working class are no more _ _
criminals than anyone else, however Crimes committed
the law protects the bourgeoisie so by manual factory
the working class become easier to workers ( working
criminalise. The working class get class), these are ; ;
harsher punishments compared with street crimes like Wilte ceilar urs
those who commit white collar crimes. theft which are in Crimes committed by
public view. office workers

White collar crime

Very difficult to prosecute
due to problems of who is
responsible and who is a
victim. Much white collar
crime is not dealt with
criminally but
aaministratively by
external agencies like the
EPA (Environmental
Protection Agency) and the

Trading Standards Agency.

Only serious cases go to
court.

(rmiddle/upper class)
like fraud, these are
often hidden from
public view.

Social class and
crime

4__/\‘

Case study o Guinness affair

False claims of success led to high share prices
and company directors making millions. Gerald
Ronsonreceived a one -year sentence in Ford.(open
prison) and was released on parole after serving
about 6 months. He is still a successful
businessman and one of Britain's 100 richest
people.




Key ideas

u There is a link between
where offenders live and
crimes committed in that
area.

U Environmental criminology
IS concerned with mapping
the spatial distribution of
offenders and offences.

Shaw and McKay

Did a study of delinquency in
Chicago (1927-33). They
divided the city of into five

zones, drawn at two -mile

Intervals, radiating outwards

In concentric circles from the
CBD (Central Business

District).

|
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Location o
Environmental
Criminology

The least delinquents
live in Zone 5 61.8 %
mainly commuter zone

with expensive houses.

The most delinquents

live in Zone 1 6 9.8% -

deteriorating housing
and factories, high
population turnover

They found the
delinquency living rates
declined from zone 1 to

5. They argue that
zone 1 has the highest
rate of delinquents
because it is
characterised by a
high population
turnover and mixture

of different cultures.
They called this the
zZone of transition

They concluded that
the zone of transition
had soc/al
disorganisation. (low
social cohesion and
little sense of
community) making it
a breading ground for
deviants.



: ) e Explanations
Area offending rates in Britain / \

Studies in Britain contradict

Shaw and Mckay and the idea of Opperuity Hus \
determining crime by location. Crimes will be committed in locations where
Some studies show higher targets are atfractive 1o criminals meaning
numbers of offenders living in it has a high monetary value and can easily
council housing estates rather be transported and sold.. Coupled with
than city centres (Morris 1957). .\ access/bility meaning if physical access is
One study of two council estates easy and chances of being observed are low.

separated by a road showed one

had 300% more offenders living

there than the other (Bottoms, Locatiun - Routine activities
Mawby and Xanthos 1989) . Environmental theory
Criminology
L Argues that crimes are
They say mosj[ Cognitive mapping (1984) I”;S%;&Q?EES;;”
offenders commit Patricia and Paul Brantingham argue because of three things:
crimes in areas they that we have cognitive maps inside There are likely
are familiar with; out heads which outline our offenders in the area,
because of an *—1 perception of the geography of our attractive targets and
of fender 0s aWa|pcglArEaS Fhese maps contain an absence of capable
of space, and places we are familiar with such as guardians like property
opportunities for home, school or work, places of OWNers.
Crime. entertainment etc.




3. Crime In contemporary society

Key guestions: Key information

1 Globalisation and crime
1 Mass media and crime

Has crime become global? -
U

How does the media report i Green crime
U
U

criminal activity? I Human rights
| State crimes
. What are green crimes and

how are they dealt with?

. What rights due all human
beings have?

How can we stop state crimes
when we have no world police?




Globalisation

Definition: The way in
which we seem to live in
an i ncreasimn
wor |l do, wher

are becoming more
Interconnected and
dependant on each other.

Transnational crime

Greater communication and
travel have made the drugs
Industry extend beTl/ona’
&kl y ,OSRAri n.kirm
national bounaaries.
e\l .Socl etl es. .
INvolving many countries the
supply comes from south
America (Colombia) and its

demand from western

Global crime (1 trillion)

u Arms trafficking
U Smuggling immigrants

u Trafficking women
and children

U Sex tourism

u Cyber-crimes 0
identity theft and
child porn

u Drugs trade

u Money laundering

countries.

O?ten

Risk consciousness

Increased terrorism has
Increased our awareness
of the international risks
we face and increased
security at our national
borders, airports, ports
and train stations.

/4
\| Globalisation and

crime
9

Changing crime

Hobbs and Dunningham say
crime is now longer local but
O0G/ ocméani ng
networks of people across
the globe. Gleeny (2008)
argues even the mafia has
gone global, it has franchised

its businesses to different
parts of the globe 6 McMarfia

Increased crime

lan Taylor (1973)
Marxist argues that
globalisation has allowed
capitalism to create
more crime by exploiting
workers abroad and
creating fraud on a

I n Vaagér gcales
manufacturing. products
abroad has led to.a:lack

of jobs and-opportunities
for the working
class, which leads them
10 crime.




The media and crime

U The media over -represent
violence and sex crimes 0o
this make us think its
happening more and that
most killers are strange
psychopaths 6 in most
cases the perpetrator is
know to the victim.

U The media portray
criminals and victims as
older and more middle -
class.

U Media coverage
exaggerates police success
In clearing up cases.

U The media exaggerates
the risk of victimisation - ,

especially women. «

u The media overplay
extraordinary crimes but
underplay ordinary crimes.

News as socially constructed

0OThe news 1 S not
ma nuf act urCermands 3
Young What they mean is what
gets coverage depends on what
has happened, who is
involved, when and where. Crime
by its very definition is abnormal
and ticks most of these news
worthy boxes.

Fictional crime

dQuisideas pferime 4
ydsonot just
1 the news. Fictional
representation of
crime comes from
books, films and TV
shows. They tend to
match the incorrect

stereotypes of the

media.

| and limited negative effect 4| U

fl
Mass media and
crime

7

How could the media

Can the media cause crime
or fear?

Most studies show media
violence has at most a smal/

on audiences. Studies do
show those that watch TV
for longer periods of time
are more likely to be fearful
of becoming a victim. u

cause crime?

Imitation 0 copycats.
Desensitisation.

Learning criminal
techniques.

Desire for
unaffordable goods.

Glamorising offending.




