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Characteristics of a church – Anglican church
	Characteristics of a Sect – Exclusive brethren
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Churches are the dominant religious organisation in society that seeks to include all social groups within the membership.  For example the Anglican church has 77 million members world wide

· Churches have a hierarchy of paid officials often in an organisational pyramid that legitimates the institution.  For example the Anglican church has vicars, deacons, arch deacons and Bishops to administer the flock
· Churches support and reinforce society’s norms and values.  The Anglican faith is based on the 10 commandments which are the basis of British law.

· A church claims to have the answer to all questions and doesn’t accept answers that other religions or non religious groups provide.  The catholic church has been notoriously inflexible on contraception in Catholic countries with high HIV rates
· In churches members are generally not expected to be highly committed to be members.  The Anglican church has few expectations of its members other than to lead a good life
	· Sects have a small exclusive membership that has to be earned by commitment to the sect’s code of practice.  The exclusive brethren do not allow people join who are not born into the faith and numbers of followers is in the thousands.

· Sects generally have a single charismatic leader.  For example in the exclusive brethren was started by charismatic aristocrat John Nelson Darby
· Sects are radical; generally short lived and often reject society’s norms and values.  The exclusive brethren reject all modern interpretations of faith and are extremely conservative in their outlook.  They reject modern technology and there members are not allowed mobile phones or use internet.
· Sects claim to answer all of their members spiritual questions.  The exclusive brethren claim that all people who do not share their interpretation of Christianity will go to hell 
· Members are expected to be highly committed to be considered members.  In the exclusive brethren people are put out for mixing with people outside the sect.  This leads to split families

	Characteristics of a Denomination - Methodists
	Characteristics of a Cult – The Nibiru collision

	· Denominations are medium sized organisations of mainly middle class membership.  For example Methodism occurs in much smaller numbers than the Anglican church
· Denominations have paid clergy but no hierarchical pyramid of power which partly legitimates the institution.  For example Methodists often rely on lay preachers
· Denominations are often radical but do not reject society’s norms and values.  Methodists believe in ‘man’s free will to resist the teaching of god’
· Denominations often accept other explanations of creation.  

· Members are expected to be more committed than those in a church but less than those of a sect.
	· Cults have a small membership that is open to everybody.  For example the Nibiru collision is believed by a small number of people populating doomsday websites
· Seniority is often discouraged and there is no real hierarchy therefore cults lack legitimacy.  For example the Nibiru collision has no structured hierarchy rather a person suggesting a series of beliefs that people use to develop their understanding of the world
· Cults tend to be short-lived.  For example the Nibiru collision was predicted for 2003, which has now been revised for 2012
· Cults let people hold other spiritual beliefs alongside theirs.  For example the Nibiru collision is a structured set of principles to instruct, rather a doomsday predication based on UFO belief 


	New religious movements (NRMs) – Small religious movements that developed from the great cultural change the 1960s and 1970s 
The organisation of religion increased in diversity during the 1960s and 1970 as traditional values were rejected.  The terms sect and cult were too rigid and are no longer good enough to explain contemporary organisations of religion therefore Wallis (1984) came up with the ideal tyoes of New religious movements

	World affirming new religious movements:
Transcendental meditation (TM)
	World accommodating new religious movements:
Pentecostalism
	World rejecting new religious movements:
Moonies

	· Based on individual worship and releasing 'human potential'.

· Non critical of other religions.

· No social control and no punishment for not obeying the NRMs' rules.

· Not exclusive members need only to participate in a short course to join
	· Usually offshoots of existing churches or denominations.

· A place where disillusioned members of the main religion go to seek religious purity. 
	· Limited contact with the outside world often based in communes.

· Highly critical of other religions and society in general.

· Very high level of control over individual members' lives often blamed for brain washing members.

· Highly exclusive members expected to sacrifice a great deal to be a member



	New age movements – religions based a extremely loose set of beliefs connected to ecology, psychology and popular science.
In 1980s and 1990s belief diversified further and led an upsurge of world affirming spirituality.  Bruce (1995) states there are New ecology, New science and New psychology; new age movements.


	Millenarian Movements – A set of religious beliefs that the turn of the century will cause supernatural intervention in their lives.

The millennium provided a fertile ground for the creation of NRMs.  Many of these organisations were extremely short lived as they predicted salvation through a cataclysmic event that would occur at the turn of the century that didn’t materialise.
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