AS Sociology 
Moral Panics

Using textbooks and the internet, define the term ‘moral panic’.  You should include detailed information about the ‘moral panic’ theory of Stan Cohen.  Ensure that you can define and explain the following concepts;
· Moral panic

· Media exaggeration

· Moral entrepreneur

· Folk devil

· Labelling

· Deviance amplification
Using the internet or current newspapers, identify and explain a moral panic.  Apply the main points of Cohen’s theory to the ‘moral panic’ that you have identified. 

To what extent can you identify the key features of a ‘moral panic’, such as media exaggeration, the creation of ‘folk devils’, the activities of ‘moral entrepreneurs’ and so on.

Examples of ‘moral panics’ are;

· Concern over film violence

· Drugs such as ecstacy

· Underage sex

· Football hooliganism

· Child abuse

· Paedophilia

Your findings should be handed in as a written report.  Summarise your main points to deliver to the reset of the class in the next session.
Include evidence of the theories of Stan Cohen throughout the analysis of your chosen moral panic, such as;

· What evidence is there of any powerful groups influencing the creation of this ‘moral panic’ (i.e. who are the moral entrepreneurs?).

· What evidence is there of ‘media exaggeration’?

· Who are the folk devils?

· What evidence is there of ‘deviance amplification’?

