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· Research into youth subcultures ignored girls for a number of years. The focus of the research carried out by largely male sociologists was on boys and what they were doing. According to Francis Heidensohn, Sociology until the 70’s was malestream, sociological researchers were male and the gender that interested them was male. 

[image: image2.wmf]Why do you think sociology could be considered ‘malestream’ until the 70’s?

· McRobbie and Garber suggested, in 1975, that there were a number of reasons for the invisibility of girls in sub cultures.
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Girls are absent from subcultures. They are not members of the groups, particularly early groups such as the Mods and Rockers.

Is this accurate?  Are girls evident in the subcultures that you have studied so far?

2. Girls are/were present but just invisible. McR and G argue girls were involved – you can see them in the photos and the old film footage of the early 50’s and 60’s.
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What role did girls have in the spectacular sub cultures of the 50’s and 60’s?


A look at any of the subcultures show that girls were clearly involved in the music, fashion and social behaviours for example there were female Hippies, Mods and Teddy girls, but the place of young women in youth culture reflects their general position in society.  Although they are present they are pushed to the margins.  McRobbie argues that the range of possibilities open to females in subcultures is much more limited than that of the males.  According to her, youth cultures let males have ‘temporary flights’ away from the responsibilities and constraints imposed upon male adults in society, but females are denied this possibility because of greater parental control and the constraints imposed by other females concerning appropriate sexual conduct.  This is linked to the ideas about the natural place of women being in the home rather than hanging around in the streets.


Think back to Oakley’s concept of gender role socialisation.  Can this explain McRobbie’s above points?  Give examples to support your answer.

Functionalists argue that subcultures arose partly as a result of increased disposable income and leisure time but girls’ wages were much lower than boys and girls magazines encouraged girls to spend on household items in anticipation of marriage (known as saving for their bottom drawer). 

The press tended to focus on the more sensational aspects of the youth subcultures, the teddy boys ripping up seats in cinemas, the Mods and Rockers on the beaches on the South coast and girls did not tend to participate in such activities.

The teddy boys and the Rockers tended to use their culture to escape family life and go to the ‘caff’. Most girls would not have been allowed to be out for so long. Girls had to protect their reputations and not ‘get into trouble’. Girls in the ‘50’s who spent too much time on the streets might be thought to be ‘asking for it’.

1. Girls had their own different subcultures 

Its not so much that girls were absent but they had a complementary way of interacting among themselves and with each other to form a distinctive culture of their own, Teenybopper culture.

This links to the notion of girls being involved in ‘bedroom cultures’.  This subculture was safe for girls. They could participate in their bedrooms – concerning themselves with posters, magazines, records, fan clubs. Concerts were rare enough to be affordable on low incomes. Membership of the teenybopper type culture also carried no ‘risks’ for girls. They didn’t have to engage with real boys, which especially in the days before the pill carried not just issues relating to reputation but also that of pregnancy.


How did Paul Willis explain the need for girls to ‘protect’ their reputation?

In a study “Its different for girls”, Sue Lees (1993), updated Willis’ study.  She interviewed pupils aged 15-17 in some London inner-city schools.  She was particularly interested in the way they developed gendered identities.  The boys in her study were scared to appear soft and feminine and so they quickly learned that they had to resort to hard language and avoid the sort of intimate talk which they associated with girls.  Girls, on the other hand feared being identified as slags and so they cultivated softer ways of talking.  They also took a great deal of care over the way they dressed (stylish enough to be sexually attractive but not so extreme as to be thought loose or easy).  Lees argues that this detailed attention to physical appearance is not so much a natural feminine thing but rather something that girls are taught.  They are socialised into this way of thinking.
Feminists also argue that male and female are not just ‘different’ – they are also unequal in the sense that males have greater power.  This male power is called patriarchy.  For example in the schools studied by Sue Lees there was a sexual ‘double standard’.  If a girl went around with different boyfriends or engaged in intimate sexual behaviour, then her reputation was damaged.  But if a boy behaved the same way with girls his reputations was enhanced.
3. Girls are invisible to male sociologists who are gender blind. McR and G are particularly critical of their male colleagues at the CCCS. They argue that the male subcultures they researched were sexist and macho and marginalized girls – at least in the public domain of youth clubs and street corners. 
Despite the more public role of women in contemporary society, there are very few studies of all-girl British subcultures.  In the USA there are girl subcultures such as the Riot Grrls and SK8er girls.

While the CCCS addressed the issue of class in relation to youth subcultures, its work had little to say about gender.  Feminist writers such as Christine Griffin argue that much of the sociology of youth subcultures has been almost exclusively concerned with males: women and girls - as in much traditional sociology - are invisible.  Griffin argues that it cannot be assumed that the transition from childhood through adolescence to adulthood is experienced in the same way by girls as by boys.

In what ways do you think that this transition could differ for boys and girls?

McRobbie and Garber argued however that the domestic world of home and in particular bedrooms could not be ignored. What McRobbie argued was that the gender dimension had to be considered as well as that of class when researching/analysing what girls were doing. She argues they had to resist patriarchal attitudes as well as the hegemony of the dominant class. The ‘bedroom’ was a way of resisting the patriarchal attitudes at home.

To many observers this type of teenybopper culture would appear to be simply a form of manipulation of impressionable teenage girls by commercial interests.  
Explain the above point.

However, McRobbie and Garber argue that they offer teenage girls a chance to create a space which they control themselves.  The bedroom is a private place where girls are not harassed by either boys or adults and this is symbolised by the décor, which includes posters of teenage idols.  The teenybopper culture is also accessible and safe for young girls: there are no entry qualifications and compared to going out with boys, the risks of personal humiliation involved are minimal.  For McRobbie and Garber the teenybopper subculture represents a form of resistance to sexual subordination rather than class subordination.


In your own words, explain what McRobbie and Garber mean by resistance.  What ‘sexual subordination’  are they referring to?

5. Girls are in subcultures – the number of girl gangs is growing.

Studies of girl gangs in the USA by Campbell and Nicoll note that violence, drug dealing, robbery and possession of dangerous weapons are common activities carried out by young women.

Young women join gangs to compensate for low status in their families and communities and as an alternative to taking on low‑skilled, tedious, lowpaid jobs.

Blackman’s study of New Wave girls in a comprehensive school also focused on how a particular youth culture can be used by girls as a form of resistance to patriarchy.  For the New Wave girls, punk and new wave provided a means to challenge the commonly accepted values concerning ‘appropriate’ female behaviour, particularly female passivity.

McRobbie (1994) argues that young women are increasingly reclaiming public space and asserting control over sexuality as they experience more economic and social opportunities, e.g. she notes that black 'ragga girls' use sexually explicit dancing in order to ridicule male sexism.


How does this ‘ridicule male sexism’?
Evaluation of Feminism
· If the CCCs researchers can be criticized for focusing on males, then feminist researchers have sometimes been guilty of the opposite bias.  It is important to get a balanced picture in order to see whether gender differences have declined.
· Many of these approaches deal only with gender-related issues, neglecting social class and ethnicity.
· Recent developments in youth cultures suggest a more androgynous development.
Stretch and Challenge:  Apply the feminist arguments studied today to the girl sub culture that you researched.  Would the sub culture support or reject the arguments?  Consider each of the points covered and write a side of A4.









