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                                                       AS Sociology Assessment Objectives
	Assessment Objective 1 (AO1)

Knowledge and Understanding
	Assessment Objective 2 a (AO2a)

Interpretation and Application
	Assessment Objective 2b (AO2b)

Evaluation and Analysis

	You will give clear and accurate descriptions/definitions of concepts, theories, methods and studies that are RELEVANT to the question that you are answering.

In order to show understanding, you should give clear and accurate explanations of any concepts, theories, methods and studies that are RELEVANT to the question that you are answering.

A good way of showing understanding is to include examples.
Higher marks are allocated for answers that are wide ranging and detailed.

	This is the ‘so what’, element of the assessment criteria.  You should ensure that all evidence included is RELEVANT to the question asked.  
You need to ‘apply’ accurate and appropriate concepts, studies and theories to whatever topic you are discussing.

In other words, do not put everything that you know about sociology, ensure that what you include directly answers the question and supports the point that you are making.

Contemporary evidence should be used wherever possible.

It is vital that you include reference to relevant studies/research in order to gain these marks
	In order to gain marks for AO2b you need to discuss various sides of an argument.
You should look at the strengths and weaknesses of any concepts, studies, methods and theory that you have included.

Discuss relevant alternative theories but always ensure that you clearly state the point of evaluation that you are making.  

Never include everything that you know about Sociology.  Your evaluation has to be of the evidence that you have included in your answer.

Positive evaluation marks can be gained by including theories, concepts etc that support each other.

Evaluation and Analysis should be sustained and balanced in order to gain high marks for this skill




