
PLUS, MINUS, INTERESTING AN EDWARD DE BONO
THINKING TOOL, JILL SWALE, KENDRICK SCHOOL,
READING

This is one of ihe Direct Attention Thinking Tools from
Edword de Bono. ll is o quicker opprooch thon the Hots
lechnique described obove, though its stoges closely
resemble the yellow, block ond green hots. lt con be
used for o quick fun octivity.

INSTRUCTIONS

ln o few spore minutes, perhops of ihe end of term,
offer the closs hypotheticol situolions to discuss in
groups. As in the hots octivity obove, the group hos
only o few minutes to think of ond list oll the pluses of
the proposed scheme, with no discussion on the other
side. They then concentrote exclusively on oll the
minuses. Finolly they roise os mony interesting ques-
tions os they con obout the proposol. Encouroge them
to be os imoginotive ond quirky os they con, for exom-
ple by thinking obout whot the children's prison might
be like inside, whot sort of people would be guords ond
how they would dress. Finolly osk different groups lo
feed bock their ideos to lhe closs.

ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING: IMPROVING
EVALUATION SKILLS, JILL SWALE, KENDRICK
SCHOOL, READING

This scheme of work enobles studenis to understond
how exominers will ossess their work, by moking explic-
it the precise skills needed for good morks. The second
step encouroges the students conlrol their own leorning
by proctising the skills in o new piece of work, hopeful-
ly with improved results. The product could be ossessed
in closs by peers for further reinforcemeni. The focus
here is on evoluolion in essoys, but the model could be
odopted for other techniques such os effeclive use of
on ltem.

INSTRUCTIONS

tr Find on exomple of o good studeni essoy wiih o
strong element of evoluotion, one in which the con-
didote is invited to ossess o view. Cover up your
onnotolions, ond photocopy one per student ond
the Evoluotion Skills Checklist.

O Give ihe sludents obout ten minutes to reod the
checklist ond to highlight sentences in the essoy thoi
perform lhe some functions, os instructed.

E Drow otlention to ony other worthy types of evoluo-
tion noi mentioned on the checklist. Discuss the
grode the exominer would be likely to oword for the
essoy, ond ensure thot the students fully understond
ihe noture of evoluotion ond the proportion of
morks it corries in this port of the course.

E Soon ofterwords set the sludenls on evoluotion essoy
or skeleton essoy. A few voriotions ore suggesied,
but the bosic ideo is to use the list os o writing

frome, including o wide voriety of evoluoiion points
in o well-structured essoy.

E Feedbock should focus cleorly ond expliciily on the
morks oworded for evoluoiion points. This con pos-
sibly be corried out ogoin os o closs morking exer-
cise, wiih studenls nominoling friends to ossess their
essoys or working in o smoll committee of their own
choice. Alternofively osk students to creote o skele-
ton essoy in poirs for onother poir of chosen closs-
motes to mork. All essoys should then be possed to
you so you con confirm thot they hove fully under-
stood the ossessment obiectives.

WEB-SITE GUIDE: FAMILIES AND HOUSEHOLDS
AND FINDING YOUR WAY ROUND THE FAMILIES
AND HOUSEHOLDS WEB-SITES: STUDENT ACTIVITY
DAVID MORTON AND MICHAEL HARRINGTON,
KING EDWARD VI COLLEGE, STOURBRIDGE

This octivity ollows choice over how to deliver or pres-
ent lhe issues. By dividing the closs into smoll groups
eoch member con loke one issue to reseorch ond feed-
bock to the other members of the group, or one group
con look ol one issue.

E Provide students with o copy of the worksheet ond o
copy of the web-site guide.

E Encouroge lhe students to shore their findings with
olher members of the group through the preporo-
tion ond word processing of study cords for ihe lopic
investigoted.

D The octivity could be used os on introduction to the
topic, or os o revision session ot the end of the mod-
ule.

D A plenory is necessory to ensure oll students hove
goined on understonding of the issues ond moior
concepts. A discussion of the melhodologies used in
the reseorch will olso ossist in linking Methods with
other topics.

EXPLORING THE BRITISH CRIME SURVEY AN
INTERNET ACTMry ROB POVEY BABBINGTON
COMMUNIry COLLEGE, LEICESTER

tr This octivity is designed to encouroge students to
look'behind the heodlines' ond lo exomine the gov-
ernment's published crime figures for themseJves.

D Since 2000 the British Crime Survey hos been cor-
ried out eoch yeor. lt wos olso decided thot lhe
reporting dote would be chonged to the end of the
finonciol yeor, in April, io coincide with the publico-
tion of the figures for crime recorded by the police.
This mokes direct comporison between the BCS ond
lhe Home Office Recorded Crime Stotistics possible.

D The Government olso publishes quorlerly reports for
June, September ond Jonuory. All of these ore mode
ovoiloble on the web os pdf files from wvwv.home-
office.gov.uklrds.

l



SITUATION Prus MINUS INTERESTING

lf oll imprisonment wos
bonned

lf iuries hod to reoch o
verdict without knowing
o defendonl's sex

lf very young children
were sent to prison for
minor misdemeonours

lf offenders hod to wolk
oround with o billboord
soying whot they hod
done

lf lhe porents of offend-
ers were imprisoned os
well os their children

lf drinking olcohol
become illegol in Britoin

lf there wos Soturdoy
prison for children not
working hord enough ot
school

lf idenlity cords io be
produced on lhe spoi
become compulsory for
oll in the UK.


