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Note to Teachers

This pack has been produced by Jonathan Blundell. Jonathan is the author of the forthcoming (June 2001) Active Sociology for GCSE. He is a senior examiner for A level Sociology and an active member of the Executive of ATSS. He is Head of Sociology at Lord William’s School, Thame.

The ATSS is an organization designed to support the teaching of Social Sciences in schools and colleges. Among its members are many serving teachers and lecturers in schools and FE. If you would like further information then please contact the ATSS at ATSS Ltd. PO Box 6079 Leicester LE2 4WB

Visit the Website that is run by Tony Lawson at 

http://www.atss.org.uk


Among the services, which the ATSS offers to teachers and lecturers, is the Annual Conference that is held at a different venue each year. The journal, Social Science Teacher offers a forum for academic articles and teaching ideas. In addition, there are a variety of teaching resources and marketing materials to support the teaching of social sciences.

This Booklet

This booklet is designed to support teachers who are delivering courses on culture or media for the OCR or World Sociology for the AQA examination. It consists of notes and exercises for a teaching module designed to cover the main issues surrounding the topic of globalisation.

The emphasis is on active learning exercises so that development ideas and activities are included in the materials.

If you feel that you would like to contribute work to this series, please contact the Resources Editor c/o ATSS. 

GLOBALISATION

Introduction

This booklet is based on an approach to studying globalisation first used at the Oxfordshire Student Sociology Conference in July 1998. It focuses on explaining some of the many different ways in which sociologists and others have presented theories and evidence on globalisation.

The objectives of the teaching sessions described in this booklet are:

· To encourage students to see this debate as relevant to their studies and their lives;

· To encourage students to apply ideas about globalisation across all topic areas in sociology;

· To develop the skills of knowledge and understanding, interpretation and application and evaluation in the context of student centred learning.

Recommended texts and further reading

Newer A level Sociology text books usually have a section on globalisation in the World Sociology chapter (in older books this chapter may be called Development). Haralambos and Holborn’s Sociology Themes and Perspectives however does not have a chapter on this topic.

Students should read (or listen to) Anthony Giddens’s Reith lectures, broadcast in 1998. These are still available (in January 2001) on the BBC web site. The first lecture, on globalisation, is the most relevant.

A Globalizing World?: Culture, Economics, Politics edited by David Held, Routledge 2000, provides an excellent introduction to many of the issues. Chapter 1 gives an overview, while the three subsequent chapters deal with cultural, economic and political globalisation in turn. This book is part of DD100, the Open University’s foundation course in the social sciences, and will be accessible to many A level students.

For a more anecdotal and campaigning account of the impact of globalisation on the world, see John Pilger (1999) Hidden Agendas Vintage Press. This may be accessible to more able students and may be of considerable interest to them. It has a distinctly old fashioned Marxist flavour to it.

Tony Fitzgerald’s Sociology Online web site has a section on globalisation. Follow the link from the ATSS’s list of useful sites at

http://www.atss.org

Globalisation

Examination questions are set on this theme under World Sociology (AQA specifications).  Typical questions would be:

· Evaluate the contribution of globalisation theories to the understanding of development and underdevelopment.

· Assess the argument that there has been a process of globalisation, in which societies exist within an integrated world system

Sometimes the term globalisation may not be used

· Evaluate the view that an understanding  of the global nature of economic, political and cultural forces is necessary for an explanation of development

However, you will receive credit for applying your knowledge and understanding of globalisation in questions under other topics wherever this is relevant.

Key Terms

Cultural globalisation, political globalisation, economic globalisation

Nation States

Multinational Corporations

Global capitalism

Free market economy

Representative democracy

Globalists: optimistic and pessimistic

Traditionalists

You should look these terms up on the Internet, CD Rom encyclopaedias and in a variety of text books.

Create revision cards for the terms and be certain that you understand what they mean.

The first group of three : Culture, Politics and Economics

The best way to approach the study of globalisation is by thinking of it as having three dimensions:

· Culture: this includes languages, lifestyles, religions, the mass media

· Politics: the key question here is whether nation states are still powerful

· Economics: this includes the movement of money around the world and the power of multinational corporations

Some of the differences of opinion about globalisation become clearer if you bear this in mind. Some writers concentrate on one of these dimensions at the expense of the others. For example, it is easier to find evidence of economic globalisation than of cultural globalisation.

The second group of three: perspectives on globalisation

There are many different positions on globalisation, but by simplifying they can be reduced to three main ones:

1. “It’s happening, and it’s a good thing”

Those who take this point of view have been described as “hyperglobalisers” by Giddens and “optimists” or “positive globalists” Held (2000)

Because globalisation is associated with global capitalism – the spread of the free market economy – those who take this position are often on the right politically.

If this view is correct, the whole world is adopting a Western, or more specifically American, model in culture, politics and economics.

· Culture – same cultural and media products available everywhere (news, films, television, Disney, McDonald’s, Coca Cola, football, cars etc)- increases choice and wealth

· Political – the spread of representative democracy; the decline of the power of nation states (right wing supporters of market economics disapprove of what they call “big government”; the decline of the welfare state (this is good because people are no longer dependent on state handouts); the end of socialism and perhaps social democracy

· Economic – free market capitalism; capital moving freely around the world; globalised production and consumption; power of trade unions weakened.

2. “It’s happening, but it’s a bad thing”

Those who take this point of view have been called  “pessimistic globalists” by Held.

They often point to the same trends but see these in a negative way, and are often on the left politically. They see the global spread of free market capitalism as undesirable – increasing poverty and environmental degradation. They see the arguments of the optimists as ideological – part of an attempt to force an unjust system on people by telling them it’s inevitable (and pretending it will improve their lives)

· Culture – the spread of Western culture wipes out existing cultures, depriving us of the rich heritages of other cultures

· Political – Governments are democratically elected – we have some power over them – so any shift of power to unelected bodies is undesirable. Globalisation seems then to lead to less democracy, not more.

· Economic – Globalisation has caused or at least contributed to the growing gulf between rich and poor both globally and within many countries. It creates a wealthy minority at the expense of the vast majority.

3. “Something is happening, but it’s not particularly new or significant”

Those who take this point of view have been called “traditionalists” (Held 2000)

They often look back to historical events and processes and find evidence that globalisation is not new.

Globalisation isn’t new

· Cultural – interchange of culture has always happened – even great British traditions such as the cup of tea are based on this (tea from India, sugar from the West Indies). World religions have for centuries brought shared values to different parts of the world.

· Political – nation states are very recent historically – those which were colonies are mainly less than 50 years old, while even Italy is only 150 years old. Perhaps we are just returning to the earlier system, which should be seen as “normal”, with looser political systems often based on cities or regions.

· Economic – capitalism was already global by the mid nineteenth century – no part of the world is  untouched by capitalism, so there is nothing new about economic globalisation.

Globalisation is exaggerated

· Cultural – many cultural products don’t catch on elsewhere but remain strong in their countries of origin – for example a lot of British musical acts don’t make it in the USA. Media and cultural companies have to adapt to local conditions – McDonald’s can open a branch in Delhi, but cannot sell beef burgers.

· Political – Nation states are still powerful – attempts to build international organisations like the European Union are slow and not inevitable.

· Economic – Most companies still only operate in one country – most business is local. And multi national corporations don’t always get their way; for example, a group of countries can get together to demand rights for workers, as the European Union did with the Social Chapter.

What About Giddens?

The leading British sociologist Anthony Giddens has written extensively about globalisation. He is definitely on the side of those who think it is happening and is very important. Although he is very conscious of poverty and other global problems, he does argue that globalisation at the least creates possibilities for people to improve their lives. One of the consequences of globalisation, according to Giddens, is that the old political divide between left and right becomes less relevant. Giddens has played a leading role in creating a new political set of ideas, the Third Way, which has been adopted by Prime Minister Blair and President Clinton.

Discussion points

1. Is globalisation then tied up with the ideologies of particular politicians and parties? Does the election of President Bush mean that the Third Way has failed, and that the USA has returned to old-style right-wing politics?

2. Does the growth of the European Union provide evidence of globalisation? Or does the way that Britain, for example, has insisted on opt-outs and has not joined the single currency show that this process is uneven and limited?

3. Is globalisation just a set of connections between the richer nations – Europe, North America and Japan – that has bypassed, for example, Africa completely? Or is the current plight of Africa a result of globalisation?

4. How far is it possible now for any country to limit the extent to which its citizens have access to news and ideas from other countries? Try to find out about the attempts by some governments to keep out satellite television, to restrict access to the Internet and to limit the numbers of foreign films and television programmes shown.

5. (for students of world sociology) To what extent can the globalisation debate be linked to the earlier debates about modernisation and development? You probably noticed some similarities between modernisation theory and the optimists, and between dependency theory and  parts of the traditionalist view. World systems theory is itself a theory of globalisation. 

Thinking the Ideas Through
So where do you stand? With the optimists, the pessimists or the traditionalists? You are probably unsure, because there are such strong arguments and evidence both for and against the perspectives. Here are some ideas to help you move beyond confusion and be able to reach an evaluative position:

1. Don’t think about globalisation as a single, simple process. It isn’t. Think of it as made up of many different strands of social change, some closely connected to each other, others not. Some of these are moving more quickly than others towards the global – but some may even be in reverse.

2. Structure and agency. A lot of the writing on globalisation tends to show people as passive victims of enormous changes beyond their control. This is justifiable to some extent, but we should not forget agency – the ability of social actors to act and to shape their own lives. There are and will be many individual and local adaptations and even rejections of globalisation. Don’t assume that anything in the future is inevitable. This is a form of determinism, and it ignores the role of human agency. 

3. If you study world sociology – and even if you don’t – keep a sense of perspective. The most striking aspect of the world today to most sociologists is the enormous gulf between rich and poor. More than a billion people live in poverty. The big question is perhaps how we can shape the forces of globalisation to improve this situation. Putting these three points together, it is possible to create an alternative view of globalisation to the three discussed so far.

Activity

Complete the following chart with ideas and evidence drawn from what you have learned, including your own reading.

Is globalisation happening?

	
	Yes – good
	Yes- bad
	No

	Cultural
	
	
	

	Political 
	
	
	

	Economic
	
	
	


Activity
Look at the following statements one by one. For each, decide whether it is primarily about cultural, political or economic globalisation (it may be equally about two or three). For each, decide which, if any, of the three approaches to globalisation the statement supports or is compatible with (this may sometimes be two or three approaches). You may wish to disagree with some of the statements.

1.Rupert Murdoch’s News Corporation now operates in nine different media and on six continents.

2. Regional assemblies with devolved powers have been set up for Scotland and Wales, and demands are growing for regional assemblies in England.

3.The laying of a cable under the Atlantic in 1858 made possible very fast telegraph communication between Europe and America, and was arguable as significant as the arrival of the Internet.

4. Countries are increasingly unable to deal on their own with a range of problems from the international trades in drugs and people to degradation of the environment to the spread of diseases such as AIDS.

5. Many multinational corporations are still strongly identified with their country of origin. For example, Mitsubishi and Sony are seen as Japanese at least as much as they are seen as global.

6. English may be closer to being a global language than any other, but far more people speak Chinese than English, and the dominance of English is even being challenged in parts of the USA and Britain

7. There are now several million Muslims in Britain, as well as followers of Hinduism and Sikhism.

8. The development of tourism in poorer countries has helped the survival of native cultures; traditional costumes can be worn and dances performed to entertain tourists, who will also buy native crafts.

9. Christianity originated in the Middle East, and its spread first throughout Europe and then to most parts of the world can be seen as a form of globalisation.

10. The total revenues of some multinational companies are greater than the Gross Domestic Product of some countries

11. The number of countries has being growing. The United Nations had 157 members in 1980, 184 in 1998.

12. Until recently most people in Hong Kong did not know, let alone celebrate, their birth dates. Now, however, McDonald’s birthday parties have become very popular.

Activity
Exam question :

Evaluate the view that globalisation is creating a single global culture.

Step 1: Identify who would argue that globalisation is creating a single global culture

Step 2: Identify who would argue against this view – and what they would say

Step 3: For both sides of the argument, list the evidence that might be used. Because this question is about culture, you may wish to include: the mass media, electronic communication, religions, languages, “traditional” lifestyles, food and drink, the impact of mass tourism. 

Although the question refers to culture, it is difficult always to separate the three dimensions of globalisation; you may be able to make ideas that at first seem to be economic or political relevant.

Step 4: Decide which of the evidence you will use and in what order. Decide also your overall evaluative stance towards the question – to what extent do you agree now that you have surveyed some of the evidence?

Step 5: Write your answer.

The Association for the Teaching of the Social Sciences (ATSS) is a charitable body run by teachers and lecturers in sociology which supports the teaching of social sciences in schools and colleges.

We make all reasonable efforts to contact the authors of material quoted and to acknowledge the copyright of authors. If however, you feel that your copyright has been infringed in any way, then please contact the resources editor immediately.

Copyright for this material is owned by the authors. Educational institutions may copy this material for use by their staff and students provided that they have paid the ATSS for the original pack.
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